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2 - The Eppler family

Petoskey’s Eppler 
family pioneers of 
powerful potato 
production in 
Emmet County
By Tamara Stevens

Driving southbound on 
Eppler Road, which is 
located about half a mile 
southwest of Petoskey, 

the rolling hills lead to an 80-plus acre 
farm that has been a significant part 
of the history of Emmet County and of 
Northern Michigan as a whole.

The sprawling hillside and fields 
around the white house and red barn 

are calm and quiet on a summer day in 
2022, with crops swaying in the almost 
constant breezes off Lake Michigan, 
which is visible from the top of the hill 
to the north of the house. The tranquil 
bucolic scene belies the activity once 
seen on the Eppler farm for two gener-
ations.

Raymond “Ray” and Martha “Marty” 
Eppler have lived on the farm at 1812 
Eppler Road since their marriage in 
1966. Ray is 83 and Marty is 80.

“Ray has lived in this house his whole 
life,” Marty said, knowing that not 
many people can make such a claim.

Ray’s grandfather, John Eppler, was 
born August 20, 1859. He came to 
Northern Michigan in 1883 from the 
Utica/Detroit area having heard there 

was good farmland “up here,” Ray ex-
plained. His grandfather first worked 
on a farm north of the current Eppler 
homestead. While working there, John 
met and married a young woman from 
“the farm across the road,” Ray said.

Clara Fogelsonger (the young woman) 
married John Eppler in February of 
1887. She was born January 29, 1867, 
in Saginaw, Michigan. Her family 
moved to Petoskey when she was seven 
years old. Her father operated a small 
sawmill before purchasing acreage 
in Resort Township, not too far away 
from what is now the Eppler property.

John and Clara had ten children — five 
boys and five girls. Ray is named after 
his father, Ray Sr. Ray Sr. was born 
November 15, 1889, the second oldest 
of the ten children.

RAY EPPLER

Potato Power
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In 1919, Ray Sr. bought the 80-acre 
farm with the house and barn from 
the Behan-Darling families. The farm 
had been a vegetable seed farm, selling 
seeds out of a catalog to farmers across 
the country. In the 1930s, the family 
added an enclosed porch and other 
modifications to the original portion of 
the house using wood trim and doors 
ordered from Sears and Roebuck. Ray 
is not sure when the original house was 
built, but he knew it was a well-estab-
lished farm before his father bought it.

Ray Sr.’s brothers, Clayton and Guy 
Eppler, each bought neighboring 
farms. In 1913, a major rainstorm 
washed out the road where it joined 
U.S. 31 highway. Because of this, the 
road was called “Washout Road.” 
When Ray’s father began the seed 
potato farming business, no one 
wanted to drive out to the farm on a 
road named “Washout Road.” So, in 
the early 1950s, the road’s name was 
fittingly changed to “Eppler Road.” 
Having more than one Eppler family 
living on the same road played a role in 
that decision.

The house shows the loving care that 
has maintained it all these years. It 

appears to be brand new; however, 
there are vestiges of years gone by. 
Ray describes the cistern that is in the 
basement below the kitchen. Rainwa-
ter would travel along the eave troughs 
on the roof down to the cistern. At one 
time, there were two staircases leading 
up to the bedrooms on the second 
floor: one staircase for the family, 
another for the hired farmhands. The 
house also had three chimneys to 
accommodate the three wood-burning 
stoves that provided heat to the five 
bedrooms and a woodstove on the 
main floor. Marty recalls that they cut 
firewood for many years.

“It’s a centennial farm without the cer-
tification,” Ray said. In 2019, the Ep-
pler family had an unofficial centennial 
celebration to honor the family farm.

Ray’s aunt, Mildred Rehkopf, his 
father’s youngest sibling, methodically 
researched and chronicled the Eppler 
family genealogy and history, lovingly 
preserving it with many photographs, 
obituaries, descriptions and stories. 
Ray’s father was integral in Mildred’s 
upbringing, as well as several other of 
his siblings.

John Eppler died at the age of 50 from 
an accident. While unloading firewood 
from a horse-drawn sleigh, he fell and 
struck his head on the icy ground. After 
a long convalescence and surgery, 
John passed away September 5, 1909. 
His wife, Clara, died 10 years later in 
1919. Ray Sr. was 20 years old when 
John died.

At the age of 20, Ray Sr. assumed 
guardianship of his three youngest 
siblings, Viola, Stella and Mildred. 
Mildred was only two years old at that 
time.

This bachelor did a super job of being 
a guardian to his three young sisters, 
according to the Epplers.

It wasn’t until Ray Sr. was 43 years old 
that he married Louise Bathke. They 
had three children — two girls, Mary 
Lou and Aileen, and one son, Ray-
mond. (While his father was alive, Ray 
went by Raymond to avoid confusion.)

On a beautiful fall evening in 1966, 
shortly after Ray and Marty married, 
the agricultural community “che-
valried” them (a surprise reception 
for newlyweds). Family and friends 
arrived at the Eppler home, making 
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a lot of noise by banging pots. They 
all brought food and games to play 
and stayed until the wee hours of the 
morning. It was a memorable night, 
and those neighbors became longtime 
friends of the Epplers.

Ray Sr. and Louise moved out of the 
farmhouse and built a home at 2585 
Sterzik Road, just around the corner 
from the property. The Sterzik house 
was built on the site where John and 
Clara Eppler had their first home in 
1887 which burned down in 1892. 
After the fire, John and Clara had 
moved to a home on 40 acres east of 
the burned house.

Today, Ray and Marty continue to live 
in the house where Ray grew up. They 
raised their own family of two girls and 

a boy in the same home. Their eldest 
daughter, Maria, lives in Chicago. 
Their second daughter, Kristin, is a 
teacher in Petoskey. Their son, Greg, 
lives in Pickney, near East Lansing. 
Ray and Marty have five grandchil-
dren.

After purchasing the farm, which had 
been a vegetable seed farm, in 1919, 
Ray Sr. focused on

growing potatoes and selling seed 
potatoes. The potatoes were sold and 
shipped to farmers from across the 
country.

“In the 1920s, potatoes were an im-
portant crop,” Ray said. Growing pota-
toes in Northern Michigan was a good 
crop to grow, Ray said, because the soil 
was rich and provided an abundant 

yield. Potato farming is extremely 
labor-intensive, Ray explained. Every 
member of the family helped out, but 
the operation required more help. Ray, 
Sr., hired farmhands each year, pro-
viding employment to nearby families. 
Over the years since then, most potato 
farms have transitioned to growing 
corn or hay. Nowadays, most potatoes 
are grown on large, industrial farms 
such as Kitchen Farms in Mancelona.

From the 1920s until the early 1960s, 
Ray Sr. didn’t just grow potatoes. He 
also won awards for his potato pro-
duction. The family archives contain 
many photos of Ray Sr. receiving 
trophies and accolades year after year 
for the quality of his crop, as well as the 
quantity. Ray Sr. was a proud member 
of the Michigan Potato Club, an aus-

The Eppler family: Ray, Marty, Maria, Kristin and GregRay and Marty Eppler on their wedding day in 1966
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picious achievement that added the 
mark of excellence – a gold standard to 
the seed potatoes he sold.

“It was a big thing,” Ray said of his 
father’s achievements.

Ray explains that to be a member of 
the Michigan Potato Club, a grower 
had to produce 300 bushels of po-

tatoes per acre. A county extension 
agent, Bob Lincoln, would arrive at 
the farm and decide the location of 
the measurement of the crop yield, 
which involved digging up potatoes 
and weighing them, then extrapolating 
the quantity of bushels of the crop to 
the acre. Each November, a potato 
banquet was held where the trophies 

and awards were presented.

Ray said 1964 was the year the last 
potatoes were grown on the farm. His 
father was 75 years old. Ray and his 
father discussed the future of the farm, 
whether they should continue growing 
potatoes or transition to dairy cattle. 
Ray had attended Michigan State 
University, and the university provided 
a template of a contract for “fathers 
and sons” to use when transferring a 
farm from one generation to another. 
The Epplers utilized the contract to 
chart out the details of how they would 
continue to operate a profitable farm, 
what the expectations were, and how 
they would transition ownership from 
Ray Sr. to Ray.

“We farmed in partnership for several 
years,” Ray said. The agreement was 
in place before Ray and Marty were 
married in 1966. Ray began acquiring 
equipment for a dairy farm in the late 
1950s.

Ray and Marty met for the first time 
in 1965 at the Lutheran church in 
Petoskey. Marty (Abel) Eppler grew up 
on a farm in Cedar Springs, Michigan. 
Her father graduated from MSU in 
1924 where he studied agriculture. 
Her mother graduated from MSU to 
become a Home Economics teacher. 
While attending MSU, her mother 
saw a notice on a campus bulletin 
board that a Harbor Springs family 
was looking for someone to work for 
them in the summer. Marty’s mother 
got the job and over the years talked 
to her daughter about the town on the 
lakeshore. Those stories would play a 
role in Marty’s future.

The Emmet County Graphic front page, Feb. 2, 1933
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PETOSKEYPUINS 
SIXTH CARNIVAL

Elaborate Program Arranged
for Winter Celebration 

3 Days Next Week

CORONATION OF QUEEN 
NEXT THURSDAY NIGHT

Ball at Hig^ Sdiool Friday 
Evening. Mardi Gras and 

Figure Skating
Program arrangements hfive 

been completed for the Sixth 
Annual Michigan Winter Car-
nival and regional sports meet 
to be held in Petoskey Thurs 
day, Friday and Saturday of 
next week.

With favorable weather the 
carnivrd promises to be the 
most attractive in history, Al-
lan McCune, president of the 
Petoskey Winter Sports club 
predicts. Officials are opti-
mistic about the weather re-
calling that snow and low tem-
peratures prevailed for the 
carnival last winter, despite a 
discouraging outlook a few 
days prior to the op>ening.

E xpact Maajr V isito r.
T he  th re e -d a y  p ro p -a m  is filled  

w ith  h i ^ i ^ h U  o f f e r in g  v is ito rs  op -
p o r tu n ity  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in m an y  
ev e n ts  w h ile  th e re  w ill be e n te r ta in -
m e n t to  a p p e a l to  p e rso n s  o f  a ll 
age. H u n d re d  o f  p e rso n s  fro m  
S o u th e rn  M ich igan  a r e  e x p ec tin g  to  
com e to  P e to sk ey  fo r  th e  w in te r  fe te  
an d  th e  e n t i r e  N o rth e rn  reg ion  w ill 
be re p re se n te d , sa id  W ilson J. M c-
D onald , s e c r e ta ry  o f  th e  W in te r  
S|K>rt8 c lu b  a n d  C h a m b e r o f  C om -
m erce .

T he o p e n in g  e v e n t w ill be a  lu n ch -
eon  a t  12 noon , T h u rsd a y  a t  H otel 
P e rry  ^ iv ep  Jointly by  th e J * e to sk e y  
K otary  a n d  K iw an is clubs. B oth 
m en an d  w om en a re  a sk ed  to  w e a r  
w in te r  s p o r ts  co stum es. T he  p ro g ram  
is b e in g  a r ra n g e d  by M ayor D. C. 
L evinson o f  P e to sk ey , w ho will be 
t<»astma8ter.

C u e s t sp e a k e r  fo r  th e  occasion will 
Im- P re n tis s  M. B row n , S t. Ig n ace , 
co n g re ssm an -e lec t o f  th e  E lev en th  
d is tr ic t.

O n T h u rsd a y  a f te rn o o n  a t  2 o ’-
clock, th e  a m a te u r  reg io n a l sk iing  
ch am pionsh ip  w ill be decided . Then* 
will be ex h ib itio n  an d  com edy  ski 
ju m p in g .

.At .‘{ p. m. hockey  g am es w ill be 
p layed  by TV averse C ity  and  P e to s -
key  team s a n d  th e  P e to sk ey  A m eri-
can  L egion a n d  W in te r  S p o rts  c lub  
team s.

C oronation  Cerem ony
T he  b ig  e v e n t o f  T h u rsd a y  w ill be 

th e  c o ro n a tio n  o f  M iss M able W hite , 
d a u g h te r  o f  M r. a n d  M rs. Lew is 
W hite  o f  P e to sk ey , a t  th e  ice r in k  
a t  K o’clock. T h e  c e r t j^ o n y  w ill be 
p e rfo rm e d  a t  a hugh  th ro n e  50 
fe e t  long  a n d  26 f e e t  w ide. Ice  po -
la r  p e a rs  w ill be c o n s tru c te d  on 
e ith e r  side o f  th e  th ro n e . 'The q u e e n ’s 
c o u r t  w ill in c lu d e  M iss M ary E lla  
D uC haine, ru n n e ru p . M iss M able 
Jo h a n se n , M iss A nn  M cG inn an d  
M iss J e a n n e  D om brosk i. M r. B row n 
w ill be p rin c ip a l sp e a k e r  an d  w ill 
c ro w n  th e  q u een . B e a u tifu l lig h t-
ing  e f f e c ts  a r e  to  be a rra n g e d  fo r  
th e  cerem on ies .

D u rin g  th e  e v e n in g  th e re  also w ill 
be  e x h ib itio n s  o f  f ig u re  sk a tin g  a t  
th e  r ink . A t r e a s u re  h u n t w ill fo l-
low a t  9 :1 6  o ’clock.

T he p ro g ram  F r id a y  a f te rn o o n  w ill 
begin  w ith  sk iin g  e v e n ts  a t  2 o ’clock 
w ith  ju n io r  a n d  in te rm e d ia te  no v e lty  
ra ce s  an d  one  ru n n e r - ju m p e r  co n -
te s t . A snow shoe tr ip  f o r  m en an d  
w om en is to  s t a r t  f ro m  th e  c lub  
house  a t  th e  p a rk . A  ju n io r  hockey  

(C o n tin u e d  o n  la s t  p ag e )

Pioneer Couple Celebrates 
FortietbAniihrersaryHere

C e le b ra tin g  th e i r  fo r t ie th  w a d d in g ^ th e y  a re  o ld e r  a n d  s e t  in  hab its .
a n n iv e rsa ry  y e s te rd a y  M r. a n d  M rs. 
S e th  W . T e rp e n in g  o f  S n y d e r  s tre e L  
H a rb o r  S p rin g s , p io n e e r  re s id e n ts  o f  
E m m et c o u n ty  tu rn e d  b ack  th e  p ag es 
o f  th e i r  lo n g  m a rr ie d  l i fe .

M any f r ie n d s  c a lled  a t  th e  hom e
d u rin g  th e  d a y  a n d  t t e  a o ^ m i w ^
c e le b ra tio n  w as h e ld  a t  th e  
low s te iiw le  in  th e  e v e n in g  w ith  m ore  
th a n  176 re la tiv e s  a n d  f r ie n d s  a t -
ten d in g . P o u r  o f  th e i r  five so n s  a n d  
tw o d a u g h te r s  w e re  p r e s e n t  fo r  th e  
a f f a ir .  D in n e r  w as se rv e d  a n d  a n  
e n jo y ab le  e v e n in g  w a s  u ie n t .

H av e  Seven C h iU re n  
T he  m o ^ ie r  o f  seven  ch ild ren , th e  

o ld es t son , B em sley , 38 , j u s t  18 y e a rs  
y o u n g e r  th a n  h e rse lf . M rs. T e rM n in g  
does n o t h av e  a  s in g le  g r a v  h a ir  a n d  
she e n jo y s  e x c e lle n t n e a lth . N ow
66 y e a rs  o ld , M rs. T e rp e n in g  looks 

sn e  h a s  livedback  on  th e  b u sy  life  
re a r in g  a  la rg e  fa m ily  to  th e  tim e  she 
w as m a rrie d  a t  16, a n d  re f le c ts  th a t
she h a s  b een  hap p y .

She be liev es th a t  th e  id ea l fam ily
life  is f o r  p a re n ts  to  h av e  ch ild ren  
w hen th e y  a r ^ y o u ^  a n d  “ g ro w  u p

Mr. (a n dw ith  th e m .”  ’T h a t is  w h s t 
M rs. T e rp e n in g  h av e  do n e .

Offers SoBM A d v ice
M r. T e rp e n in g , 61 y e a rs  o ld , a  

p ra c tic a l p h ilo so p h e r o f  no  l i t t le  
w isdom , sc o rn e d  th e  w id e -sp read  d i-
vo rce  ev il o f  to d ay . “ I f  a  h u sb g n d  
w ould  a d m it o ccas io n a lly  t h a t  h e  is  
w ro n g  a n d  h is  w ife  is  r i g h t  * n d  i f  a  
w ife  w ould  n o t t r y  to  m ak e  a  m o u n -
ta in  o u t o f  a  m ole h ill, a  g r e a t  m an y  
need less d iv o rce s  w ou ld  be  av o id ed ,”  
he  believes. M r. T e rp e n in g  a lso  s t a t -
e d  th a t  a  co u p le  w ho is m a rr ie d  y o u n g  
has a  b e t te r  c h an ce  o f  le a d in g  a  h ap -
py  life  th a n  a  co u p le  w ho w a its  u n ti l

M o s t d iv o rces re s u lt fro m  tro u b le  
o v e r  l i t t le  th in g s  th a t  co u ld  be easily  
a d ju s te d  i f  a  h u sb an d  an d  w ife  w ould  
be a s  re a so n a b le  in  th e i r  ow n a f f a i r s  
a s  th e y  a r e  w ith  o th e r  p e rso n s  in  so-
c ia l a n d  bu sin ess  l i fe ,”  M r. T e rp e n -
in g  a ss e r te d .

T hh e re  h a s  b een  on ly  one  d ivoree  
in  M r. T e rp e n in g ’s fam ily  in  m o re  
th a n  200  y e a rs . T h e  p e rso n  w ho 
spo iled  a  p e r f e c t  re co rd  w as  a  cousin  
o f  h is f a th e r .

Pieacer Rosideat
B orn  in  Ja c k so n  co u n ty , M ich., M r. 

T e rp e n in g  cam e to  E m m et c o u n ty  in
th e  sp r in g  o f  1879 w ith  h is p a ren te , 
M r. a n d  Ml ~  ’

o v e r  to

rs . B em sley  T e rp en in g . T h e  
fam ily  s e t t le d  on  a  fa rm  o f f  S h o re  
d riv e  n e a r  G ood H a r t. H e is a n  a c -
tiv e  m em b er o f  th e  O dd F ellow s 
lodge in  H a rb o r  S p rin g s  a n d  h as 
b een  a n  o f f ic e r  in  th e  F rie n d sh ip  
tow nsh ip  schoo l f o r  30 y ea rs . H e 
h a s  hel«f e v e ry  pub lic  o ff ic e  in F r ie n d -
sh ip  to w n sh ip  e x c e p t th a t  o f  su p e r-
v iso r. T h e  T e rp e n in g s  m oved  to  
H a rb o r S p rin g s  12 y e a rs  ago  a n d  
tu rn e d  th e  “ o ld  hom e p lace ’” ~ 
a  son.

M rs. T e rp e n in g  w as b o m  in L aw -
re n c e  co u n ty , N . Y .,  an d  cam e to  E m -
m e t c o u n ty  in  1884 w ith  h e r  p a ren U , 
M r. an d  M rs. G ordon  B ark ley . 'They 
s e ttle d  o n  a  fa rm  n e a r  B ru tu s  an d  a  
few  y e a rs  la t e r  to  a  fa rm  n e a r  G ood 
H a r t  in  F rie n d sh ip  tow nsh ip .

C h ild ro a  Hero Y ostor^ y  
T h e  five so n s  a re  B em sley l l .  F iv e  

M ile C re e k ; C h a rle s  B., S p rin g p o rt, 
M ich.; G eo rg e  D ., J a c k s o n ; H en ry  
S ., F ive  M ile C reek  a n d  D aniel G ., 
F ive  M ile C m k .  G eorge  is th e  on ly  
o n e  u n m a rrie d . T h e  d a u g h te rs  a re  

(C o n tln o e d  o n  la s t  p ag e .)

BIGCAGEHAME 
HERE TONIGHT

Merchants Meet Polar Bears 
of Charlevoix tvilh Hopes 

of Vicloir

MANY PLAN TO ATTEND
T he H a rb o r  Spring 's M erch an ts  

q u in te ts  a r e  p la y in g  th e i r  bigg;est 
hom e g am e  o f  th e  seaso n  to n ig h t in 
th e  high school gym  w ith  th e  f a s t  
P o la r  B e a r  te am s o f  C h arlevo ix . T he  
second  te a m  gam e  w ill s t a r t  a t  7 :3 0  
o ’clock an d  th e  m ain  gam e  a t  8 :3 0  
o ’clock. M any fa n s  a re  p la n n in g  to  
see th e  gam es.

W ith  a  te a m  m ade  o f  p la v e rs  w hose 
av e ra g e  h e ig h t is six  f e e t  th r e e  a n d  a  
h a lf  inches, th e  P o la r  -B ears  a re  r e -
g a rd ed  a s  th e  m ost p o w e rfu l q u in te t  
in  N o rth e rn  M ichigan. T h e  te am  d e-
fe a te d  th e  M erch an ts  30  to  19 in  a  
gam e  a t  C harlev o ix  e a r l ie r  th is  s e a -
son, a lth o u g h  th e  M e rc h a n ts  second  
te am  b e a t th e  P o la r  C u b s  17 to  13.

T he M erch an ts , h o w ev er, w ere  
som ew hat h an d ica p n ed  on  th e  C h a r-
levoix  c o u r t  a n d  tM y  b e liev e  th e y  
can  tu rn  th e  sco re  to  th e i r  ow n fa v -
o r  to n ig h t. L ovelace o f  P e to sk ey  
w ill be  re fe re e .

aap .cm iN T Y

MEETIIGFEail
Name Representatives to SUte 

Convention on Feb. 28 
in Grand Rapids

LIST LOCAL DELEGATES

CHALMERS CURTIS 
ADDRESSES KIWANIS

T he E m m et C o u n ty  R epub lican  
C on v en tio n  w ill be held  on  T u esd ay , 
F eb . 21, 1933 a t  10 a. m. a t  th e  
c o u r t  house , P e to sk ey , M ichigan.

T he  pu rpose  o f  th is  co n ven tion  is 
to  e le c t six  d e le g a te s  an d  six  a l t e r -
n a te  d e le g a te s  to  a  R epub lican  S ta te  
C o n v en tio n  to  be  held  in G ran d  R ap -
ids on  T u esd ay . F eb . 28 a t  11 a . m. 
fo r  th e  p u rp o ses  o f  n o m in a tin g  th e  
s ta te  o ff ic e rs  an d  tr a n s a c t in g  a ll 
o th e r  bu sin ess  th a t  m ay  com e b e fo re  
th e  C onven tion .

D eleg a tes  e le c te d  a t  th e  S ep tem b e r 
p r im a ry  e lec tio n  1932 sha ll b e  th e  
d e le g a te s  to  th is  sp r in g  C o u n ty  C on-
v en tio n  w hich w e re  a s  fo llow s:

Boar Crook— C h arle s  D itto , A rth u r  
L udlow , H e n ry  K ilb o m , E d w ard  
G ra y , A lbion Oli

B R D M J U i

EXPECTEDIDMY
R. D. Tripp Goes to CffdlHoc 

to Confar widi Bwidge 
on R. F. C

COULD USE 150 MEN 
ON ROADS FEBRUARY

Hint Furdier Loans for Mardi 
and April to be Spent 

on Needy Wages

With expectations of ob-
taining final assurance that 
Emmet county will be grant-
ed $6,000 welfare highway 
work in February through the 
State Highway department's 
R. F. C. loan, Robert D. Tripp, 
engineer-’manager of the Em-
met county highway commis-
sion is in Cadillac today con-
ferring with A: L. Burridge 
of the highway department.

C o u n ty  o f f ic ia k  have  b een  g iv en  
s t ro n g  hopes b y  S ta te  H ighw ay  d e -
p a r tm e n t o f f ic ia k  th a t  th e  R . F . C . 
m o n ey  w ill be  fo r th c o m in g  to  E m -
m e t c o u n ty  th is  m on th  a n d  d u rin g  

dM arch  a n d  A p ril a s  w ell
In  th e  e v e n t th e  s ta te  m ak es th e  

$8 ,000  ad v an cem en t to  th e  co u n ty , 
th e  m oney  k  ex p ec ted  w ith in  a  w eek . 
M r. T r ip p  sa id  i t  w ould en a b le  him  
to  p u t  to  w o rk  fro m  160 to  200  m en  
on  th e  w e lfa re  lis t on  s t a te  t r u n k  
lin e s  in  th e  co u n ty .

T h e  s t a te  w ill re q u ire  t h a t  th e  
m oney  be  u sed  fo r  hand  la b o r  on ly  
im p ro v in g  s ta te  tr u n k  lin es. T he  
ro ad  com m ission  k  to  fu rn is h  too ls  
a n d  su p erv ise  th e  w ork.

S e lec tio n  o f  m en will be  in  ch a rg e  
o f  th e  p o o r com m ission u n d e r  d ire c -
tio n  o f  C h a irm an  Y. Je sp e rso n . I t  
is p la n n e d  to  r o ta te  th e  w orkm en  in 
o rd e r  to  sp re a d  th e  pay  am o n g  th e  
g re a te s t  n u m b e r o f  needy  possib le.

M r. T r ip p  s ta r te d  to  C ad illac  y es-
te rd a y  b u t  w as fo rc e d  to  tu r n  a ro u n d  
a t  E lm ira  an d  r e tu rn  to  P e to sk ev  b e -
cau se  o f  icy roads.

Michigm Winter Queen

MISS MABLE WHITE"
Attractive daeghter o f Mr. and Mr*. Lewis W hite of Petos

key, Miss Mable has been chosao as Michigan W inter Qneen to 
preside at Winter Sports Carnival in Petoskey next week. A 
cenior in Petoskey high school, blonde with bine eyes, five feet 
six inches tall aaid weighing 128 pounds. Miss white is a charming 
person for the qneen role. She was ronnem p for the honor last 
year. She will be crowned at the ice rink next Thnrsday night.

GRANGE PLAYERS READY 
FOR C O M M U N in  SHOW
To Present Three-act Comedy 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-

day at High School

isen .
Bliss— W ilson M ann , F ra n k  B ayha,. 
Carp_Lake— W illiam  F o s te r , W . B

Tells of Greenwood Cemetery 
From Beginning to Date 

Has Full Charge
C halm ers  C u rtis , p re s id e n t o f  th e  

F ir s t  N a tio n a l B ank  o f  P e to sk ey  
sp o k e  b e fo re  th e  K iw ania c lu b  a t  P e -
to sk ey  T u e sd a y  noon  a t  th e  P e r ry  
H ote l. H k  su b je c t w as G reenw ood  
C em ete ry .

M r. C u r tk ,  w ho h a s  fu l l  a n d  com -
p le te  ch a rg e  o f  th e  c e m e te ry  h a s  

(C o n tin n a d  on  la a t  p a c e )

Letter from Emmet Road Commission 
to State Department Gets Results

R eply ing  to  a  le t te r  fro m  th e  E m -S s ta te  a n d  c o u n ty ; w e th e r e fo re
m et c o u n ty  ro a d  com m ission  re la tiv e  
to  c o n s tru c tio n  w ork  o n  M-131 so u th  
o f  P e to sk ey , C h a rle s  M. Z ieg le r d e -
puty chief commissioner of the StaU 
Highway department. s ta te d  th a t  
C om m iss ioner G ro v e r C . D illm ar. 
w as fa v o ra b le  to  w o rk in g  o u t a  p lan  
to  a ss is t E m m et c o u n ty  in  th e  p u r-
ch ase  o f  th e  righ t-of-w .ay .

M ore th a n  $3 ,000  a lre a d y  h as been  
sp e n t bv  th e  c o u n ty  f o r  rig h t-o f-  
w ay  an d  i t  is be lieved  th e  S ta te  
H ighw ay  d e p a r tm e n t w ill re fu n d  p a r t  
o f  th is  sum  since  th e  c o u n ty  k  n o t 
re a lis in g  a s  m uch  in  w e lfa re  labo i 
a s  w as e x p e c te d . M r. Z ieg le r a lso  
g ave  hopes o f  f u r th e r  a s s k ta n c e  fro m  
th e  R. F . C.

T he  le t te r  to  th e  h ig h w ay  d e p a r t-
m e n t w rit te n  a t  th e  su g g es tio n  o f  
G eo rge  W . M cC abe, c h a in n a n  o f  th e  
ro a d  com m ission , ex p la in ed  th a t  th e  
c o u n ty  w as d isap p o in ted  in  th e  a- 
m o u n t o f  r e l ie f  i t  w as  rece iv in g  
th ro u g h  th e  ro a d  co n s tru c tio n .

The letters follow :
G. C . D illm an ,
S ta te  H ighw ay  C om m isaioner, 
L ansiiur. M ieh.,
D e a r S ir :

R ece ip t o f  y o u r  r e c e n t  com m uni- 
caU on H h e re b y  acknow ledged  a n d  

a ta tein  re p ly  w ill th a t  w e a lw ay s
ta k e  g re a t  p le a su re  in  co o p e ra tin g  
sritk  th e  S to te  H ig h w ay  d e p a r ts s e n t m  
• n  m a tts tn  g f  a in tn a l  M w e n t  t o

c h e e rfu lly  a g re e d  to  assu m e  a ll costa
fo r  eq u ip m en t r e n ta l ,  o v e rh ead , m a -
te r ia ls  sn d  w o rk m an ’s co m p en sa tio n  
re q u ire d  in  co n n ec tio n  w ith  th e  e x -
p e n d itu re  o f  R . F . C. fu n d s  in o u r
c o u n ty  a s  p e r  th e  o rig in a l p ro M aa l, 
how ever, w e w ere  v e ry  m uch  p leased

CO cne amount oi tne 
by the counte in cat 
proposed R. F. C. proi 
lines, to be expended

to  n o te  in  y o u r  r e c e n t co m m u n iea tio b  
th a t  w e m ay  b e  allow ed  a  su m  eq u a l 
to  th e  a m o u n t o f  th e  costa  a ssu n te r 

c a r ry in g  o u t th e  
p ro g ra m  on  tm n k  

.  led on  o u r  c o u n ty  
h ighw ays, w e a ssu re  yon  th a t  snen  
an  a r ra n g e m e n t w ill n ave  o u r  u n -
q u a lif ied  a p p ro v a l.

R eso lte  Hmt P le a  slo g  
W e d es ire  to  s t a te  f u i t h a r  th a t  o u r  

ex p erien ce  in  c o o p e ra tin g  w ith  th e  
S ta te  H ighw ay  d e p a rtu M u t in  v a rl-  

m a tte r s  h a s  b een  v e ry  sa tis fa e -
toty to ns except that of procuring

*1*4-Uie right-of-way on project F-0! 
23-C-l, relocation of trunk line M' 
131 south of Pstoshsy, in order that 
this projset might be put on by tho 
state as an nnemploysMnt relief 
measore for Enunot eoonty. In thia 
matter wo are very much disappoint-
ed with reeolta thus farm.

As we nnderstood the propoeitlon, 
its priasary objsct sras Um  employ- 
msat of hand labor god wooM to- 
salt in tho paynssot of eevoml thoo-
■aiid deBars for this eloos of 

d M l M b ](CM tkia.

R eed, P . N . R eed.
C e n te r— A lex  L ark .
Cress Villege— H e n ry  C e ta s , W al-

t e r  M arsek .
Frteadskip—J .  A , G a m e r , A . T . 

W h iU k e r.
Little Traverse A . B. B ackus, W. 

D. W rig h t, W infield  H inds, B . C. 
M atthew s, A llen  A ngell, H e n ry  S tew -
a r t ,  E lm er H s n n s , B en B ru b a k e r , 
W illiam  Pow ell.

L iltla fia ld — E . C. W o o d ru ff, A. H. 
P o p e , S r., A . B . A m on, A . H . P o p e , 
J r . ,  S id n ey  C a rr , C liffo rd  F a irb a ira .

Maple River—̂ o h n  S teen  (v a -
c an cy .)

Raeort— G uy E p p le r, A llen  G en- 
shaw , F ra n k  W inana.

S p rin g v a l* — H . B. M axw ell, E llio tt 
M axw ell.

W aw atam — G. F . S tr in g h am .
W est Traverse E d  L ig h tfo o t, H e l-

e n  V ivnnt.
Petoskey, first sra rd — N̂. W . W ells, 

C . E . G arv in  Jo h n  A . L ake, Jo h n  L. 
A . G a ls te r , C. J .  G m y , C. W . C h rk t-  
w h e r ,  H. H . L ucas, W . G . M cC nne, 
H o n w r S ly , D. H . H ink ley , O . J ,  Me 
M ahon.

Sscswd ward— E . C . S w itse r, C h es-
t e r  G ibson, T h o m as T rav is , J a m e s  
B ehan , A . E . V an E v e ry . A . T . W ash 

C o n tin n ed  o n  la s t  p a g e )

GUEST CRIBBA6ERS 
DEFEAT LEGION BOYS

BMebafl Players and Amer-
ican Legion Enjoy Contest 

and Lundi Last Niflit
Smith-Hoover Post No. 281 Aassr-

ican Legion of Harbor Springs enter-
tained tne m em bers o f  la s t  su m m er's  
L eg ion -sponso red  base  ba ll te a m  and  
th m r c o n te s tfathers a t a cribbage 
last night in Memorial hall following
the regular meeting of the post.

Ths Lsgion lost the cribbage con- 
teet by SO pointo net from all tables. 
After the conteet Innch was served 
by the Legion.

A committee srith Warren Munn 
as ehainoan sras appointed to handle 
the organisation and buslnaaa mon- 
agement of a  LsgioB-sponsored 
ban team for next snnuner. The 
ter of Harbor Springa entering the 
Emmet County Loagno sras no 
cidod. Tho oodsioB srfll bo 
during spring vacation srhoa nU . 
pU fon aio hoBM. ioatinmat a t loot 

oppooed to oa-

T he  H a rb o r S p rin g s  G ra n g e  p lay -
e rs  a re  ho ld ing  final re h e a rsa ls  t h k  
w eek  in p re p a ra tio n  fo r  th e  th ree - 
n ig h t ru n  M onday, T u e sd a y  an d  
W ed n esd ay  e v en in g s  w hen  th e y  w ill 
p re s e n t a  th re e -a c t com edy, “ D ea-
con  D ubbs” a t  H a rb o r  S p rin g s  h igh  
school au d ito riu m .

T he  p lay  w hich k  th e  F e b ru a ry  
C o m m u n ity  N ig h t p ro d u c tio n  f re e  
a ll p e rso n s  in  th e  H a rb o r  S p rin g s  
c o m m u n ity  is ex p ec ted  to  be am ong  
th e  b e s t o f  com m un ity  show s g iven  
h e re  th is  w in te r .

t e .

A n a l l - s ta r  c a s t h as b een  d o ing  in -
te n s iv e  w o rk  in p re p a ra tio n  f o r  th e  
p re s e n ta tio n  n e x t w eek . G eorge 
C ook w ill ta k e  th e  ro le  o f  "D e a c o n  
D ubbs.”  T he  d o o rs  w ill open  a t  7 :16  
p. m. a n d  th e  p e rfo rm a n c e  wUI s t a r t  
S t 7 :4 6  p. m. each  ev en in g .

ANNUAL BOOK SHOWER 
FOR UBRARY FEB. 15

T h e  a n n u a l book sh o w er f o r  th e  
H a rb o r  S p rin g s  C h ris tia n  asso c ia tio n  
l ib ra ry , a ^ n s o r e d  by  th e  F e d e ra tio n  
o f  W om en’s  c lu b s  k  to  be  h e ld  W ed-
n esd ay . F eb . 16.

C o m  g if ts  a s  w ell a s  books o f  a ll 
k in d s  a r e  d es ired  b y  th e  fe d e ra tio n . 
B ooks rece iv ed  w ill be  p laced  o n  th e  
l ib ra ry  shelves w h ile  cash  g i f ts  w ill 
be  u s ^  to  p u rc h a se  new  vo lum es. ’The 
book  sh o w er is a n  a n n u a l e v s n t  a n d
is g e n e ro n s ly  su p p o r te d  b y  H a rb o r  
S p rin g s  a n d  s u n a n s r  re s id en ts .

SKATING GOOD AGAIN 
AT MUNICIPAL RINK

DR.MCCLUSKY 
TOSPEAKHERE

Emmet County Parents to 
Hear Well Known Educator 

at Harbor Springs

OEMS ANNOUNCE 
EMMET SESSION

COMING FRIDAY, FEB. 10
D r. H ow ard  Y. M cC lusky, a s s is t-

a n t  p ro fe sso r  o f  ed u c a tio n a l p sycho l-
ogy  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  M ichigan  
a n d  w ell know n pub lic  sp eak e r , w ill 
g iv e  a  le c tu re , “ Y o u r (3hild Is  D if-
f e r e n t ,”  a t  3 p . m . F rid a y , F eb . 10, 
a t  H a rb o r  S p rin g s  high school a u d i-
to r iu m  u n d e r  au sp ices  o f  th e  H a rb o r 
S p rin g s  M otbrnrs' c lu b s  a n d  P a re n t-  
T e a c h e r  a sso c ia tio n .

ConYention Called for Feb. 16 
in Petoskey to Elect 

State Delegates

SUPPORT TO HALSTEAD
T h e E m m et C o u n ty  D em ocra tic  

C o n v en tio n  w ill be  h e ld  a t  10 a. m. 
T h u rsd a y , F eb . 16 a t  th e  c o u r t  h o u se
in P e to sk ey , G eo rg e  W . M cC abe, 
c h a irm a n  o f  th e  c o u n ty  D em ocra tic

Harbor Clubs Invite 
Out-of-ToMm Persons

lavitatioes are beieg seal by 
ik e Harbor Spriags Mothers* 
d eb s end P. T. A. associatieM  
a f Petoskey, A laesoa, PolUtee 
aad Leyeriag to koer Dr. Me 
Clesky sp ^ k  at tko Harbor 
Spriags kick sckoel e e d ite r ie a  
at 3 p. m. rriday. Fab. 10. Par 
oats ia  tkasa coeiBioBitiai, it 
k  kaliovad, will fiad Dr. Me 
Clatky’s laelara ea “Year Ckild 
Is D iffaraal,” kigkiy 
wkila.

co m m ittee  an n o u n ced . T h re e  dele-
g a te s  an d  a l te rn a te s  w ill be  e le c te d  
to  th e  s ta te  co n v en tio n  a t  G ra n d  R ap -
ids, F eb . 24.

All Dams May Attend  
D u e  to  co n fu s io n  in  m a rk in g  b a l-

lo ts  on ly  a few  E m m et to w n sh ip s 
e le c te d  d e le g a te s  to  th e  c o u n ty  co n -
v en tio n . A s a r e s u l t  th e  c o u n ty  con -
v e n tio n  w ill b e  open  to  a ll D em o cra ts
in  th e  co u n ty . P e rso n s  s t te n d in g

tea

A  g ra d u a te  o f  P a rk  C ollege K an  
s a s  C ity , M o., w ith  an  A . B. u e g re e . 
D r. M riClusky d id  g ra d u a te  woric a t  
th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  C h icago  fro m  1921 
to  1924. H e  M t  h is  P h . D . f ro m  th a t  
U n iv e rs ity  w h e re  he w as a  F e llo w  
tw o  y e a rs  an d  la te r  re se a rc h  a a sk t-  
a n t  in th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f  E lducation. 
H e h as b een  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  
M ichigan since  1924.

H e h a s  c o n tr ib u te d  to  n u m ero u s  
p e rio d ica ls  a n d  a lso  to  a  vo lum e, 
“ V k u a l E d u c a tip n ,”  e d ite d  b y  F . N . 
F r — m a n . U n iv e rs ity  o f  C hicago  
P m s a

P la n s  w e re  m ad e  o rig in a lly  b y  th s  
r . MicCluaky toloca l c lu b s  f o r  D r.

Skating at the Harbor Springs mun-
icipal ice rink which was halted Tues-
day and yesterday Inr warm weather 
and rain is expecteii to be resumed 
today. ’The council financed the con- 
etrurilon of the rink and U main-
taining it free to all persona in the 
Harbor Springa community. Elec-
tric lighting enables persons to use 
the rink at night. Hundreds of per-
sons have been enjoying skating tho 
last week.

DARK SKY GREETS 
GROUND HOG TODAY

Weather prophets are predicting 
an early spiring for Enunot county 
with an overcast sky preventing Mr. 
Ground Hog from sootng hk shadow 
today. If Iw sees hk shadow It moans 
six more weeks of winter, thsy eay, 
bat ehaacoe are ggniaat hks. Tha 
Bsarcary took a sIm^  drop dewa to 

'  MB obovo ae n  lost aM it of- 
for 14 hoars had aoanir cov*

to

sp e a k  h e re  a t  a n  ev en in g  m ee tin g  
b u t  d u e  to  a  c o n f lic t w ith  a  h igh
school b a sk e t b a ll g am e  in  th e  gym -
n as iu m  th e  sam e e v e n in g , th e  m e e t-
in g  k  to  be m oved ah ead  to  th e  a f -
te rn o o n .

C lu b  o f f i c k k  u rg e  b o th  raUn a n d  
w oosen in  th e  co m m u n ity  to  a tte n d  
th e  le c tu re . W om en w no e re  n o t 
c lub  m em b ers  a r e  inv ited .

LAST C H y  STUDY 
MEETING THURSDAY

DiMiplina Win Bff S tu M  at 
Haibor Springs High 

Sdbool Fob. 9 ;
DkeipUne and Your Child” k  the 

title of the last dkenasioB of the
coanty extenaioB child study group.

itinge will ba hold a t taaTwo 
Harbor 
Tharsdsy, 
aftemaoa aMottag 
o'clodi aad tha oi 
7:M a'doch. (IbSM 
to oB latonstod.)

Ugh school oa 
•  for tho groap. Tha

win start a t I

I arc

w ill h ave  a  r ig h t  to  v o te  o r  be  v o te  
on f o r  d e leg a te s  to  th e  s ta te  conven -
tio n . sa id  My. M cC abe.

In  th e  m ean w h ile  E m m et D em o-
crats are strongly supporting B. H. 
Halstead, prominent Petoskey attor-
n e y  an d  fo rm e r  re s id e n t o f  H a rb o r 
S p r i n n ,  a s  a  lik e ly  c a n d id a te  f o r  th e  
s ta te  b o a rd  o f  a g r ic u ltu re . M r. H a l-
s te a d  is b e in g  m en tio n ed  fa v o ra b ly  
th ro u g h o u t th e  s ta te  f o r  th i s  p lace  
a n d  i t  is be lieved  h e  w ill b e  nom in  
a te d  a t  th e  co n v en tio n .

M. S. C . F a a ii ly  School 
O ne o f  th e  im p o r ta n t d u tie s  o f  an  

a g r ic u ltu ra l  b o a n l m e m b e r is  su p e r- 
(C o n tin u e d  on  la s t  p a g e )

lU IIY  AVNIDED
Dale Nichols, Pellston, First 

in RuMfft Rural Clasa, 
Others Follow

ROBINSON IS BEST
IN IRISH COBBLERS

4-H Club Boys and Girls Also 
Takes Prixes in Two 

Divuions
Emmet county potato ex- 

hilntors swept the Michigan- 
wide show held in connection 
with Farmers’ Week in Lan-
sing this week taking first 
place in several displays and 
high honors in many others, 
word from A. R. Schubert, 
county agricultural agent now 
at Lansing revealed this morn-
ing.

Only county and district 
champions exhibited potatoes 
at the state show and Emmet
county's first position among 
them is regarded as especially 
significant.

In  th e  c o u n ty  ex h ib it. E m m et 
p k c e d  firs t an d  C h arlev o ix  c o u n ty
second .

P e rh a p s  th e  m o s t inm ressive  se r-
ies o f  a w a rd s  w e n t to  E m m et g ro w -
e rs  in  th e  R u sse t R u ra l c lass in  w hich 
D ale  N ichols, P e lls to n , p laced  f irs t ; 
F r a n k  G uy, P e lls to n , th i rd ;  C lay to n  
E p p le r , R e so rt to w n sh ip , f o u r th ;  R ay 
E p p le r , R eso rt, f i f th ;  P e a rl B o n te r, 
P e lls to n . s ix th ; an d  C h a rle s  C e ta s , 
G ood H a r t , se v ? n th . C . B lan ch ard , 
C h arlev o ix  c o u n ty  p laced  second  in 
th is  class.

J .  D. R obinson  o f  P e lk to n  w on 
f irs t p lace  in  th e  in d iv id u a l c la ss  o f 
Ir ish  C o b b lers , w h ile  th e  a w a rd  o f 
m e r i t  w e n t to  O. R . C ook o f  V an .

In  th e  b ushe l d isp lay  o f  R u sse t 
R u ra l c e rtif ied  seed , M r. G uy , P ell- 
s to n . to o k  f irs t ;  M r. N ichols. EeU aton, 
second  an d  th i rd  a n d  fo u r th  p lace s 
w e n t to  C h arlev o ix  co u n ty .

In  th e  e x h ib it o f  “ a n y  o th e r  v a r -
ie ty  o f  ce rtif ied  s e e d "  M r. R obinson , 
P e lls to n , to o k  second  p lace , w ith  his 
b u sh e l o f Ir ish  C o b b le rs .

E m m et’s 4-U c lu b  boys a n d  g ir ls  
w e re  aw a rd e d  th ird  p lace in th e  c lub  
c la s s  o f  ce rtif ied  seed. C h arlev o ix  
c o u n ty  to o k  firs t. M a rq u e tte  co u n ty , 
seco n d  a n d  O tseg o  c o u n ty  fo u r th .

T h e  ind iv idual 4-H  c lub  e x h ib i t o f 
R o b e r t B o n te r , P e lls to n , to o k  sev -
e n th  p lace , w hile S te v e  F lisk a , P e ll-
s to n , w on e ig h th  a n d  th e  a w a rd  o f 
m e r it  w e n t to  L eon R eed o f  L e v e r-
ing.

Ju d g e s  h ad  n o t y e t  decided  if  th e  
show  sw eep stak es w ou ld  go to  E m m et 
c o u n ty , b u t e x h ib ito rs  w ere  n e a rly  
c o n fid e n t th a t  h o n o r  w ould  be  a n -
n o u n ced  fo r  E m m et.

Load o f Liquor 
Goes *On Rocks*

T

A tru c k  load  o f  liq u o r a n d - b e e r  
w aa d riv e n  th ro u g h  P e to sk ey  T u esd ay  
a f te rn o o n  u n d e r  g u a rd  o f  S h e r if f  
T h o m as L. B ry a n t, L ieu t. G eorge  A id- 
r ich  o f  th e  S ta te  Po lice  an d  C h ie f o f  
P o lice  H e n ry  H a r te r .

A  few  m in u te s  la te r  th a t  liq u o r 
w as  “ on th e  ro ck s .”  T h ere  w ere  som e 
500  p in ts  o f  hom e b rew  b e e r  an d  
m o re  th a n  100 q u a r t s  o f  liq u o r  in -
c lu d in g  “ m oonsh ine ,”  ry e , Sco tch , 
b o u rb o n  an d  g in— q u ite  an  a s s o r t-
m en t.

I t  re p re se n te d  th e  accu m u la tio n  
o f  a y e a r  ta k e n  by  th e  sh e r ifF s  de-
p a r tm e n t  an d  police d e p a r t-
ment on raids. The officers took it 
out to the city dump and popped the 
bottles on the rocks.

Wide Changes m Foreign Miuions 
Reronunended to 7 Denominations

That swoeping changes may 
made in foreign missionary work 
done b y  chnrehes of the United 
States if recommendations of a com-
m ission  w hich  re c e n tly  co m p lo ted  ita  
s tu d ]
Ralp\ A. YouB^,^^ji

;ompl
s tu d y  a r e  fo llow ed , w as  to la  b y  R ev.

b o r  S p ringa  
I h e  re i

ininkter of tho Har- 
bvterian church, 

when he reviewed the book, "Ro- 
Thinking Mkaions,” in hk sormon 
Sunday morning.

Parte of the book reviowod by 
Rev. Young cited incompetency of 
some mkaionariea and objected to 
erork in tko medical missionary flald 
and othor special endeavors of mk- 
siona boing used as a direct meana of 
converting peraona of othor foitha to 
Chrktianity. The miniater deaK 
with certain points in whkh ho dk- 
ogreod with recommendationa of tho 
commksioB

Tho aonaoB ia part foDowa: 
On Jan. 17, 19M, a group of lay-

mon docidod to nonaor an invaotiga- 
Miaaioithm of Poroign Mkatons. Thk groap 

of laymen waa made op of roproooa ta 
Uvea from tho Preobyterian, Dutch 
Rofonaod, United Praolnrtoftaa.
Mothodkt Bpkeoj^, Confrwriitloaal, 
Protestant Epkoopal and NoctiMni 

doBomlamoBS. 
la IStO, nador tha aapnrvk- 

k a  of tha laotiteto of Social oad

bo^portial and scloatincally
accumulation of data. With th k  fac-
tual material available, a comwlaoion 
of 16 men and women wno sent by 
the Layman’s Foreign Miaaion inquiry 
to the aame, conntriee to appmko 
miaaionary activities, observe the ef-
fect of missions on the life of Orien-
tal peoples and to recommond noc- 
osonry changes in policy .and method. 

M a ^ to d e  a f  Miw ieas 
We may gain some conception of 

the magnitude of tho task of the 
conunkrion when we realise that the 
seven denominations represented ia  
the study have 67,667 churchee wH!i 
a total memberahip of 10,016,366. 
Excluding boqnoste, membors of thooe 
congregations gave in 1031 an a v r 
age of $1.41 each to fo ro te  aak- 
■lOBB or an annual total o f  nearly 
flMOO.OOO.

Tha commkoion iteolf waa made 
op of two profoaeors of philooophy, 
two coUago proaidanto and ooo vko 
praddaBt. tin deans of aaodkal 
achook, thrao woBsoa odneatora, four 
laymen and oaa praachor. Tha ro- 
■oka of tholr apriakal a r t  found ia 

-  M k d o a ^ "
tholr opraokal i 

Ik  * l l A t a a k l M  
by PrndsMor Wi 

Boeklag, prudi 
H a r ^  UnlTi

of phUooephy a t

M i m m m
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6 - The Eppler family
Marty’s family were members of a 
church in Cedar Springs, Michigan. 
When Marty went to MSU to study 
teaching, her roommate was the 
organist at a Lutheran church in East 
Lansing. Marty attended church at 
her roommate’s congregation. When 
Marty graduated from MSU, she saw 
an advertisement that Petoskey schools 
were hiring teachers. Being aware 
of the area because of her mother’s 
experience years before, Marty knew it 
was a beautiful place to live. She inter-
viewed for the position of kindergarten 
teacher at Central School in Petoskey. 
After she got the job, Marty attended 
church at the Zion Lutheran church, 
where she and Ray met.

After they were married and moved 
into the farmhouse where they still 
live, their first child was born in 1968. 
Marty stayed home to raise their three 
children. When the children had been 
in school a few years, Marty started tu-
toring in an elementary school. When 
the youngest child was a senior in high 
school, Marty went back to teaching 
first grade full time at Central School in 
Petoskey.

“Ray was farming all those years and 
needed our help,” Marty said of those 
years raising the children.

Prior to assuming ownership of 
the farm and changing from potato 
production to dairy farming, Ray also 
attended MSU. He described it as a 
“short course” in agriculture and farm-
ing, a program that is now called “Ag 
Tech.” The program ran from the first 
of October through February, during 
the typically slow time on most farms. 
There he learned soil conservation, 

agriculture, animal husbandry, cattle 
production and more.

He and his father discussed the nature 
of growing potatoes while trying to 
grow hay and feed for the dairy oper-
ation.

“I couldn’t do both anymore, so we 
agreed on changing to dairy farming,” 
Ray said. “My father was an under-
standing person.”

Ray began with a small dairy farm at 
first, eventually growing the operation 
to 30 “or so” Holstein dairy cattle. They 
employed milking machines for those 
many cattle, yet the operation depend-
ed on all the family members to work, 
he said. The farm sold milk to the 
Michigan Milk Producers Association. 
Every other day, a large truck with a 
tank arrived at the farm to collect the 
milk.

“(Ray) was good at determining how 
much milk a cow would produce, and 
he read magazines from MSU that 
had articles on dairy producers from 
around the county,” Marty said.

Ray didn’t have a bull on the farm, as 
he believed they were dangerous to 
have or be around. Instead, he grew 
the dairy farm through the practice of 
artificial insemination. When he stud-
ied at MSU, he learned about bovine 
breeding. He pored over the articles in 
the MSU publications and sought out 
the optimum bull genetics for higher 
milk production in the country by 
reading the cows’ milk production re-
cords. Also, the cows were tested each 
month for milk production.

Ray served for several years on the 
Emmet County Soil Conservation Dis-
trict, which had the mission to preserve 
the soil quality in the county and to 
prevent erosion.

By 1994, Ray sold the last of the dairy 
cows. He grew corn and hay for a 
few more years, selling to other dairy 

Feb. 9, 1950 article from the 
Northern Michigan Review

Emmet Spud 
Growers Rank 
High in Mich. 

Emmet county potato growers 
won many awards at the state 
show held dming Farmers' 
Week. Paul Robinson of Pells
ton was awarded first place in 
the Chippewa peck class and in 
the Russet Ru.al certified seed 
bushel class. He also placed 
second in the peck classes for 
Russet Rurals and Pontiac. 

Charles Cetas and Son of Har
bor Springs won first in the 
certified seed bushel class for 
Katahdin and placed second in 
the peck class for the same var
iety. Lynn Ward of Levering, 
won second in the Sebago peck 
class and in the class for Se
quoia, William Notestine of Pe
toskey placed third and Barney 
Krawczyk of Petoskey placed , 
fourth. In the 4-H division, 
Glenn Ernst of Petoskey won 
second place on his peck of Rus
set Rurals. 

An award of "Excellent" was 
won by Howard Ball, Gary 
Ward, Calvin Ball, Jr., and Fred 
Ball, all of Levering; and Jack 
Ernst of Petoskey in the Russet 
Rural class. An award of "Good" 
was awarded to Gary Bonter of 
Pellston, Ray Eppler, Jr. of Pe
toskey, and Wilfred Sterzik, Jr., 
of Petoskey on Russet Rural 
pecks. 

Wilfred Sterzik, Jr., received 
an award of "Good" on a peck 
of Russet Burbanks and Howard 
Ball on a peck of Sebago. The 
county 4-H Club exhibit receiv
ed an "Excellent" award. 
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farms. Eventually, he stopped growing 
crops and now leases out the land to 
growers who continue to reap hay and 
corn.

“Dairy farming is a seven-day-a-week, 
year-round commitment,” Marty said.

The Epplers found satisfaction in doing 
all the hard work.

Ray looks back at his youth and re-
members fondly working on the potato 
farm, going to school, and to church on 
Sundays. Ray found time to serve his 
country by volunteering in the Army 
Reserves from 1958 to 1964. He com-
pleted basic training at Fort Leonard 
Wood in south central Missouri. After 
basic training, he attended weekly 
meetings in Charlevoix with the ordi-
nance company and met his obligation 
of two weeks of active duty every year.

The Epplers carried on the routine of 

farming and taught their children the 
satisfaction of hard work and a job well 
done. In the summers, their children 
were busy with helping however they 
could, Ray said. During the school 
year, though, Marty said their children 
helped when they could, while still 
being able to play sports and try out for 
teams, participate in band, and have 
other interests outside of farming.

Over the years, both Ray and Marty 
were involved with volunteering at 
their church. Ray held offices at the 
Zion Lutheran Church, including Elder 
and President of the Congregation. 
Marty volunteered with the Altar 
Guild, Sunday School and Vacation 
Bible School.

Retired now from actively farming, 
Ray continues to use his knowledge to 
help other farmers by providing the 
crop report weekly to the USDA from 

April through October. Ray observes 
the crop conditions, soil moisture and 
how the crops are looking; are they 
showing signs of stress from lack of 
rain, etc., by driving around the county 
to view crops and farming activities. 
He includes the information he has 
gathered in a weekly report he sends to 
the USDA’s office in Lansing.

Ray and Marty enjoy the peaceful 
aspects of living on the farm. In late 
winter, beginning in March each year, 
they enjoy the sunshine that warms 
the enclosed porch Ray’s father built 
onto the house’s southern exposed side 
years ago. Marty’s gardening skills are 
evident with beautiful peonies and oth-
er blooms along the front of the house. 
They look forward to traveling to visit 
their children and grandchildren, and 
attending their granddaughter, Clare’s, 
graduation from Petoskey High School. 
She plans to attend MSU. Clare’s older 
sister, Madeline, is a junior at MSU, set 
to graduate in 2024.

The house contains many memories 
from the two generations who lived in 
it. During World War II, Ray’s parents 
kept a world map on one wall of the 
dining room so they could keep track 
of all their nephews who were serving 
in the war. Ray can remember lights 
out at night for security during the war 
and rationing of food and supplies. 
The nightly blackouts meant windows 
must be covered up so potential enemy 
bombers could not use houselights as a 
guide to the Soo Locks.

“Because we farmed, rationing cou-
pons allowed us to get more gasoline 
and more tires (for tractors) than other 
citizens,” Ray said.

The Eppler family
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Ray remembers as a child collecting 
milkweed seed pods for life preservers 
during the war. He and his siblings 
would sit in the hallway of their house 
during black-outs. They could keep a 
light on in the hallway to read without 
violating the rules. All the rationing 
and going without certain foods such 
as sugar was part of contributing to the 
war effort, Marty said.

The Epplers have seen many changes 
in the landscape of the area over the 
years. Growing up on the farm, Ray re-
members watching the northern lights 
from the front porch during “lights out 
at night” during WWII. The increased 
light pollution from the City of Petos-
key and the surrounding developments 
makes it difficult to see the northern 
lights these days.

They appreciate the wide-open spaces 
provided by the 80-plus acres around 
their house, barn, and the two silos. 
Those open spaces allowing for com-
manding views of Lake Michigan and 
Little Traverse Bay are awe-inspiring 
from the fields around their home. 
They can see the ski resorts of Boyne 
Highlands and Nub’s Nob, which are 
located on the northern side of the bay. 
Many natural animals and birds inhab-
it those open spaces. A winged visitor 
to the farm received much notoriety 
during the winter of 2021-2022.

In December 2021, their daughter, 
Kristin, and son-in-law, Greg Frey, 
asked if they could get their family’s 
Christmas tree from the Eppler 
property. Ray said he could, and he 
went with Greg to pick out the tree. 
While they were out on the prop-
erty, they saw an Arctic owl, often 
called a “Snowy owl.” They thought 

spotting one of the rare raptors was 
fairly special.

The next morning, Ray saw the owl 
right by the road. Ray called Greg to 
tell him. Greg was able to approach 
it, which seemed odd to them. Once 
he got to the owl, he realized it had 
succumbed to exposure and had fro-
zen to death. Ray’s son-in-law, Greg, 
is a wildlife writer for the Traverse 
City Record Eagle. Greg tried reach-
ing out to the Department of Natural 
Resources about the owl. The DNR 
didn’t have a need for a deceased owl.

They then tried to find an organi-
zation that would be interested in 

having an intact Arctic owl. They 
contacted Camp Daggett, a summer 
camp for boys and girls on Walloon 
Lake. The camp’s executive director, 
Andy Hayes, knew a taxidermist — 
the former executive director, Brent 
Marlatt. Marlatt was able to preserve 
the owl, and then Ray donated the 
owl to Camp Daggett for educational 
purposes. Frey wrote about the owl’s 
journey and now the framed article 
from the Traverse City Record Eagle 
is displayed with pride in the old 
farmhouse.

Living on the farm continues to pro-
vide satisfaction for Ray and Marty 
Eppler. 
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