
In the viHr.-:ge of Hr.1rbor Springs !·here is a Coth~)Hc church and schcoL The 

groi.•nd$ ore fenced ~nd chl!dren er.tr. frequently ba scon at pfoy there. They are playing, 

w<:>rking, living on the sp,ot wh!?l'a i.ome on~-hundred thirty-five years ogo the floek 

that d.~n'r mean mid··morning--it me-um; the c:rnck of dawn. The bell was ton~d 

each dny c,i· 5:00 1~.N\. 

The L'Arbre Crcche indio.n ,"Mssior. W•tJ:i estabHsh~d at th-::ri· slte in Harber Springs 

in 1829 by fother P~ter Dejean. He was follow:3d two >'ec:rs later by Fa~har Frl?lderic 

B h f . ' "' . ' -· ' ·1 ·' ! d' . • Q~; l I d .orago, w .o, rc-m th:1 tm:e or hts t:rst arrtva amo!1g me n :ans in l<..>v to t.1e en 

of his life, directed h1s considerabfo f·a'!ents to the spirHua1 well-being of the N\ichlgan 

In.diam. Thor.ks to the Bishop Baraga .£.\isoc:iction, a great deal of source material is 

being collected which win he!p provide accurate dota on th15 and other mistion~ which 

ti 

Bishop Baraga e;1tabnshf!d or supervii;ed. When etll th~ information regording the L'Arbre Croche 

M• • L - h' p • J '- I• j "t • f •1 ° • r ' ., • h ~ A f • 1ss1on r1t.1s .. !!en uneartnea an1J s1ue11~m I l:i · 1e opinion or tne i.)!S op /jarcga ,-..ssoc ahon 

thor '1 it may b-!i regarded as thP.! gr,.!atest in·:Han mission of <1!! Hrr:~. a 

L•.A.rbte Croche was FradericV Burag~•s first mbsion among tha lndicms of North 

A~ri-::a. He WO$. t:1 schco:1:ioy in A1Jstrki al" the time h!apo:eon wo.s trying i·o conqvar 

i'h~ world. 'Nor did not int~est him. He kept right on with his cl!:n.sicol studies plus 

five yems of Lc••N ai' the Univer.Jty of Vienna ,md tw,o mere of rheo:ogy at the Seminary 

in H'>30 \eft hi:. eomforraible sHuaNon at home l-o bring the Catholic religion to the 

Indians of North America. He firs~ repcrted \·o tho Bishop in Cincinnati who had cliarge 

of the Michigan Territory but camo to L'Arbre Croch'9 from there cs soon ,1s navigation 

opened. He cirrfved -en Mciy 28, l83i. 

The Belgian priest, Fut·her Dejean, had left him a church, a pre~byt©ty ond a school 

but thoy werei only covered with bark·ttnd w~re already 
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out of repair. Cm August 22, 183 l F~tMr Baraga w1·ote 1·0 his hfjn,e organlzation, 

th(t Leopoldin@ Foundatogn of Vienn~, in part as f,:,Jlows: 

"Our church, the Gchoolhouse and my hou1e ore cdl of wood, roof@d with rre& bark. 

All of this th~ lndiani hove mode l·herw;0lves; one can imagine how it look~. When it 

rains I must spread out my ov&rcoar over my table on which I hava my books and papers, 

in order YO protect them from an inundation; ~ver my bed I spread my umbreHa, and I 

sav~ myseilf as W®il as I can, in a corneir of my smal\ room whenr) it drips the, least·; 

nevertheletu, i ::1m happiar in my little, iOOm than al\ l'he @mperor5 and kings in their 

glittering gold palaces." 

Tt101t may give you rom@ 1d1:1a oi what life wr.:s Hke in a ocirn-covered cottage during 

a rainy summer in northern Michigan In th0 good old cia}li. According ro reports Father 

Baraga laboreild among his oow-found lndic:m friends from sun-up to :iun-set ond 11 his 

ville1g~ soon rosumbled a well regulcit@d reHgious community. 11 At tho risk of seeming 

~thenish, the, thought has occumg,d tom® that he might have donged that 5:00 

0 1c~ock ~H at liaast one, morning or so for a work detail -to pur a littl~ fresh bark on 

the, leaky roofs. 

At Cffi'/ rat~ fath@r Baraga was happy in his chosen work and well plaelffld with 

his lndian frii,nds. Aoother lett4'r, writt®n by him afrer he had ~xperience>d his first­

wint0r in northc:rn 1v1ichigan is raprint~d h@ra in part. It c:cntoim some, intliJresting 

ob~rvations on the countiy anci the situation of the indians at that rime. 

"The t~rritory of Michigan, which includes th® r<1gion of Arbrn Croche, it a very 

sparsely settled country,, 0sp@ciaHy !1~ the vicinity of my mis~ion stoti<Jn. The interior 

of th~ country is mounk,inous and entin~ty de:soieite, nc·rhing bu'i' a fore!St and ctntirely 

uninhabited; only thl! shores of the ext5emely grsGt Lake Michigan and of Lake Huron 

are inhabit@d. Thfo ®normout\ forast, which has a gr@at@r spr@ctd ihan thei entire Empire 



of AV!trin (for it extend$ bf.tyond the Hmih of this t~rdtory.) is. '3ntirely uninhabihltd 

chose~ but from thiair fields and the yield from t}~r, sugC'!i whkh they prod;;ce in the 

ger11m1l it is sc:n<l1,. The lndicms 1n thh region have sman t1nd ~crubhy fields; they 

cultiv~te nothing ehe bur Turk1s.h com Gnd somei la:r.;mer. ~nd p,,tatoes which thrive 

here very wen. The r-rhd;:d pr(•du-et of the !ndkms f:; uJgctr ~ which they make here 

begl!"l$ rh~ prcdl.lcHcn of sugar, w,d lo.sh! to ,jl:k_,ul· the end of the :nonth vf AprU. Now 

··rh 1 
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~-he}' ere eni"ire1y ind~pendent of the U.S. G!overnment. rkwever, ;he Christian Indians 



of the gospe:! is ~heir king. Tht9y ,119,.,,,, gr@m r@sl)®ct for the missi\!i!nary and an admirable 

ob@dierlce which v@ry oH~n edifies me. 'Nhat f rein rhem they cl© immediately, without 

grumbling or contradicting. How@ver, they hove am~ng them some chi0h i-o whom th(!y 

r<,nder a voluntary obf}dience, b~caus@ the chiefs hov® no means of compulsion at hand. 

"The EngHish, a naHon so generouli in iw rewards, bt1:Stows grnat beoofits on our 

lndi,:1,ns. The Indians w@r@ atH~ of rhe, English in the war with the Uni t~d States, and 

beeau1& of that, the English governm@nt still continues to rnwcwd thl9m. T~y are 

cartain particularly specified places in Camda that belong to the English intended for 

the ~nnual distTibution of presents tli:l th.e Indians in Juiy and August, and @ach Indian 

who comes there receives many presents <!!V(!?ry year; clothing, utensils, rifies, and the 

Hka.; and if 1--~ com@$ wii-h his fomily,, his wif~ and each of his children also receive 

c~midenabie prm(l')nts. Naariy aH my Indians~ ,mnu~Hy to Ccmada; ~lthovgh it Is 

for, neverthe>!~ss the joum~y Is not difficult because th@y rid~ aU thca way to there on 

WC.!t®r in their iigh·l' canoes. 

"The winter is very severe in this desolate covntry, ov@r9rown with immense foresh, 

as it was at ~rn, tfm~ in Old Germany before its fore$h WfJl'e (;!@"~d. Some days in 

January and F@bruory W@r® sr,, cold her@ ~hat ! O!lrnosi· could ~ot· flnish the ,~~ that 

wa~ begun. i brought th<;! (:roots, !n which i hov@ th~ win/3 ond wat~r for the holy Mass, 

warm from the i~ov@ cr,to th@ chi.,rch, ,.md b@for~ I c@m~ to th@ Offorrory e'.'@rything was 

already so fro:ten t·har i had t@ br@ak up the le~ in orcl@17' to be ~bhe to ~ pour the 

wine and w01t©r int© ~he chalice. Scarcaiy hod I poureicl the \'1.!in~ intc, the chalice when 

ii- froze inst"1ntly,, and whe11i i came t"o the c(.msecratfon i h~J ~ br0athe for a long time 

into the chalice in order to melt tM ic@ therein a Httk,; I br®oithoo eve:n h:inger into 

the chalice beftw® ~omrm.mi@n in order to be cible to consume t·h0 sacred Blood. The 

ma~ioooriei of oorth@m and wikl cov1"ii·ri@~, wh@rn wint@r r(;))g@~ t~rribly, tJJ·e an in th@ 

unpia~ant riec:0Ssi:y @f d~ing this. 11 


