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HISTORY OF THE PETOSKEY STATE PABK & AREA

The Petoskey State Park had ita' beginning with the creation of the . |
univex’se', and since that time, nature and the passing seasons have cox;s'pired
to make it one of the most unique and beautiful spots in the arsa. Truly, the. «
wooded hills, dunes, and sandy beaches, washed by the blue water of lske L
Michiga, make it the "Gem" of Little Traverse Bay.

With exploration and settlement of the area, which is close to the hiaf:o;'iq
Magkinac 8traits, much of the r3urrm.xncling countryside experienced plmg;siéal chanées
'*'i?‘a‘?eng!m"'by man in his attempts to subdue the wilderness., For years this x;;agion
had bsen the primary summering place of the Ottawa Indians, and, without a doubtp
the Little Traverse Bay area was heavﬂ,y utilized because of its? charac‘aere
Fishing on its! blue waters produced 1ake trout and whitefish in abundan;cen _So’ |
it is logical to assume that the acreage which now constitues the park, Was -
traversed by Indians. In fact, according to "remembering" old=timers® who recelved
thelr ﬁfomtion from pioneex: predecéssors » there was a portage trail fmﬁx the E
shores of lLittle Traverse Bay, near the south boundry of the park, which wexit east’
about one=half mile to Hound lake. The area of the trail does have an old,, barely

visable foot path located in the more level terrain, thence it was easy’ for the

Exee 17

Indians, Voyageurs, fur traders, missioneries and settlers to navigate th@ﬁs" R - @
i S

cenoes, or water craft down the Inland Waterway to Cheboygan at the mouth of the "R’ ‘
Cheboygan River. To retrace the route from Round Lake would be across th;‘;lak;

te the Found lake Creek which emptied into Crooked Lake, thence across ‘the‘; iake

to the Crooked River, down the river to Burt Lake ».thence down Indian Bivex':nto

Mullet Lake, across that laké to the Cheboygan River, and finally down «‘v’:h)a‘rivax’ . )
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to Leke Huron at Cheboygan. This route was a shorter and safer way to Mackinaw \/r’ ﬂ,
Island as opposed to the dangerous Lake Michigan shoreline route to the Wéﬁtqii) ﬂ?
The first recording of what is now the park land was noted in én old abatract_‘
and was -entered thereon as a Plat of Government Survey of lBLO«lShlo The first
recorded private owner was one Paymegwau, an Ottawa Indian who was selected to ’
receive a part of what is now the park under a treaty concluded July 31, i858
and 1s recorded in the Ottawas and Chippewas records, Vol. 6, Page 120, Act of
Maxch 31, 1875. Payeme-gwau evidently wintered in Grand Haven, Ottawa Countyo
Michigan (one of the favored wintering grounds of the Ottawas)'and died théfé in
May of 1860, His married daughter, Eliza Keway (Indian maiden name Kaygaquéﬁ).i‘
inherited tse property and disposed of it to one Juliz Sheehan. Fram«thaﬁ time .
other various parcels were acquired by Julia ;nd Daniel Sheehan who sold a small
portion to Joel Laberteaw who sevell years later sold it back éo the\Sheehanse
In 1886 the various parcels of property were sold to William W. Rice who established
a tannery on the property and carried on the business of manufacturing, maiﬁl}o
shoa~gole leather. Rice died in September of 1891 and being a widower left as-
heirs, 3 sons and 2 daughters. There was much concern at the time inrsattiihg
the estate as three of the children were minors, and that the property did nqt
lend itself to being broken up and disposed of, so each heir could get a poréions
So in order to save the property from loss and dilapidation, Geerge S. Riceg 24 ‘
years of age and his married sister, Julia B. Coburn, 21 years of age, pr@poaea
a plan for organizing aiétock company with a capital of #50,000,00 to buy the
said tamnery including: lands with all bark, stock, fixtures and utensils ccnnected
with the businéss;‘ . ' - -
On December 30, 1891, the Articles of Association were recordedand the‘ééz; o

company was know as the W.W. Rice Leather Company. The minor children wera .-
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eashiissued 500 sharezj of stock at $10.00 sach as their share of the esta}ﬁao

The Rice Leather Com any operated until September of 1911 when it waé ;sald -

to a newly incorporated company called "The Michigson Tanning & Extx'act- (Ioo
It is mterestllx

g to note that the activity generated by the last =

éompargr still is remlmbered by living old-timers. A part of that activ@t.y' :
cenbered around the Petoskey Brewing Company located down the railroad
13 42«'_'

tracks north of the tannery about one=half mile, close to Mud Lakes said

t

brewery building still standing there, and until recently used as an antique

- e wf v
shop and residence, of Ralph Jordan, Petoskeys only, long-time second<hand ACw=T :,ff
“ AL
C v e i e D 7
dealer. % The brewery was orgam.zed by various residents of the area some i
: 5‘)’“ Q‘JA U"*‘

being, Fochtman, Bren, Barber and Bremmeyer. The brewery products were
called Petoskey Export and Petoskey Sparkel Beer. Off-duty tannery workers;
lumbermen, and railroad workers, slacked their thirst with this brew ard, -
‘there was a tavern across the way where these rough-and-ready custom;ers_ﬁaq:
their times. Hemmants;of the taverns® business are to be seen in a flab
area (now on Park Property) where broken beer bottles were dispoééd _oi‘j :!.n t
ample numbers, possibly attesting to the tempo of the taverns® aciﬁﬂtiéso '
The brewery remained in operation until prohibition went inte effect. :"’he
company was dissolved in May of 1925 according to old records bearing the »
signatures of one Bremmeyr, Secretary, and Angus L. Fochtman, Presiden;ta, .
John Kilborn, Pctoskey, still living at this time, remembers ha.uliﬁg '
bark from beyond the settlement of Epsilon, being as far és i5 milelasla fr::;n; .

- ol
the tannery which was located in what was, and still is, called Kagomieo,,,

mim\i‘_i

If o teamster left the barns at 4 o'eclock in the morning, if everything

went well, he might be back with a load, of bark by six o'clock that ‘_afft;emoenu
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Aceording to yor@il Abbey, retired dog warden of Emmet Counmy, whééﬂﬁdad ,:iﬁ
hauled tan bark, the bark was peeled from the hemlock logs at the cuttihg )
site. After the bark was removed from the log it would curl up and would ﬁ; L -

look like canoes on the loaded bob=-sleds. The teamsters were paid by'weigh@f

for the bark and there were various methods used to increase the w@ghﬁ; semé:jf‘

of devious nature, such as stopping at an exposed road bank and‘tossiné saﬁ&_f s

amid the bark. O0ld pictures of that area show hupe piles of hemixmk: bark 1n;

3
a \*»"

the yarding areas around the tannery buildings. Some of the property whichl ézw

PR 3

now is park property contained hemlock which was the first to be harvested,ﬁ,\

r

and hemlock:stumps, being short llved, there is no evidence of this actlvity
left in the park. -However, there are small<otands of hemlock in the park that
must have been too small at the time to harvest. RO g
During the time of the various tannery activities, it was cnly natural
for the development of rail transportation in the area to take place; not gﬁ~
only'from the standpoint of moving the products produced by the tannemys but 'L )

also t0 accomodate the transportation of people9 both the natives and the eva_‘

increasing influx of resorters, or summering peopleo Bay View, the Methodist ’.’

®

Encampment, a stones throw to the south-west of Kegomic, astabllshed around

the Civil War pericd, was coming into full bloom, and the resort areas oifu

Harbor Springs, itselfs were booming. To the east and north, Round Lake;', L

5
NS

(Hiawatha Heights), Conway on Crooked lLeke, Oden, Alanson and on north to thé;ﬁn'
Straits of Mackinac wes bccoming noted all through the mid-west as ome of the e

finest summering areas. Petoskey was, more or less; the hub of these activltiﬁs v

so it was inevitable that these people should need adequate transportation




around the area and the best media to accomplish it was with rail transpci‘tatiofx.
Trains, known as dummies, left Petoskey every 15 minutes running to Bay Viewo
Kegomie end on east, while there was ohé;ygo:mg to Harbor Springs and r@turned

every half-hour. This line ran along the shoreline at the base of the dunes.

through what is now park property. With the advent of improved roads and : |
2 o e
asvtomebile transportation, this line declined to occasional freight use and - 5o !

o

—

was £inally abandoned in 1962 with ‘the tracks being removed that fall. ’“i;&@ -;Egzﬁﬁﬁv«
In 1880 this rail complex was know as the Bay View, Little Traverse & e )
Mackinaw Rallroad, and at the turn of the century it became part of the‘_ﬁténgﬁ';[.
(Grand Rapids & Indiana Railroad. Incidently, the GiR&T.was the first‘i:ail‘; ‘
road into Petoskey where it terminated, and transportation north was f’umshed
by ‘The Bay View, Little Traverse & Mackinad Railroad. Later on around 1889
the Chicago & West Michigan Railroad came to Petoskey from Chicago follcmng@ X
more or less, the Lake Michigan shorel:n.ne. It also terminated at Petosk@ya |

It later became the Pere Marquette line, and quite recently, a few years b@fcm LS

N,
P Eoa

it ceased to come to Petoskey, it was the Chesepeak & Ohio Railroad. _‘Th;e Y
depot, of course, is now Little Traverse Historical Society Museumi, one of .

the finest of its kind in Michigan. The old turn=tsble used to reverse . -

1
—

logomotive and cars can stlll be seen west of the depot in the vicinty of 1

r { P 5 T N

the old coal siloso 'i'he Pennsylvania depot where hundreds of smmtering paople
congregated with their baggage after labor Day for return to their permanam‘.‘ o

homes, is now a complex of offices and shops and the many small wayxsétgtions e :A:

% i
v, e
"

that once serviced the dunmies have long dipappeared, with the Bay View- L

Tx o

Station being one of the last ones to be razed (in the early 1950's). . “




_and trade in general merchandise. The last item obviously referring to v

bring to this part of the state as a recreational mecca for urbanized

.
%

1

Finally the G.R. & I. was absorbcd by the Pennsylvania Railroad in «/i

- the mid=1920's and the last account of the Harbor Springs branch listed - .

.....
I3 R

it as belonging to the Penndel Company. - ~ :

Returning to the last mentioned. tannery owner, the Michigan Tann:mg

& Ixtract Company, it is noted in the articles of association that *bhe . :3" :

u.'

parpose of‘ the business was to operate plants for the manufacture of leather!

l

and extractsg to buy, sell, import, export and generally deal in hides, '

skins, leather, extracts, bark and tanning materials; to buy, sell, deal ‘ .

the merchandise sold in the companys" general store which still stands on.

£, s opac (e AR poga L o

vhat is now lLewinski Street, near the Tannery.Creak, Also of intez'est Lo
is the fact that 4%t the time the tanning extract made from hemlock ba:z'k B

was the best tanning substance lmown and much of extract produced by_thg’,,“.' SN

"

compan}; was shipped out by railroad tank cars to various other tanneries -

in the United States. ' T

In 1928 the Michigan Tanning and Ea{tx’act Company conveyed to the i.‘3*2:'&'\,‘539 -

% ? P

of Michlganp a strip of land l)s.) feet wide and of 10 rod leng‘hh for' ’c.he v

A RN

PSS

f r T s

purpose of improving the exleltmg road then know as State 'Prunk L’lne ’1.,9»-:3 "

Road Noo U«B.=31., The progress of automobile transportation was mak;mg : ,} :

itself felt and was an indicator of what the next i’ortv yeara or soa would

dwellers from the south. The State Police Post , built in 1968 stands cn B

N 1
Yaat "_
'1 EE

the residual portion of that property. ' O P

. .
''''''
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The Michigan Tanning & Extract Company expanded and prospemd aa 'hhe o

years went by and the economy of the area was ephanced by it. I‘h was
proported that at its peak 100 to 150 men were employed by this tanneryw

and according to Mrs. Ed. (Betty) Still, who's mother, Mrs. Hax‘mam ran .

a boarding house for tannery and railroad workers, there was much activity .

centered around this boarding house, and, of course,, there were always the

3

inevitable “characters" present. Such as the "Pollack" whose onJ,y words

of English were, "give me meat," which were only uttered at the tables .

- oy the Norwegian, George Suka, from the U. P., who could ski, pla;sr bal'l.

T

oy "Yump" better than anyone else in the tannery gang. Also atayin,g at

Tannery Boarding House were a group of "Boys" from Manistee, who moved

to Kegomic tannery when the Manistee plant closed down in the 1920'59‘0

The lads brought the first bump-jumpers to the Petoskey area, and built .

. Gl perneT T T au@T e lg O S
them using a barrel stave for rumners. . . N N

¢

Many tannery families, even at that time, recognized the beﬁuty. and -

recreational value of the beach and dune areas that are now in the, park

and used it for picnics and outings. One of the pastimes of the plcnicers -

was to go up on Mt. Baldy ( a high dune at the south end of what is now
the park) and dig for an Indian chief supposedly buried in-a standing
position looking out over the bay. No one then, or up to now, has evey - ':

R v FTVN e K_}' 'l L_‘
been able to find this Indian "of long standing's < 077 oo 3‘*“!

*
»

hen the Great Depressmn blighted the country's economy, the Eﬁchig&n )

Tanning and Extract Company suffered along with other businesses p bub with |

astube management, managed to survive.

Willism G. McCune, father of Allen McCune, presently Petoskey real '

estefie broker, was secretary of the company at the time. HMany men were =

N Foa
.
[N L

r
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kept on the payrpll doing meanial tasks such as cutting grass, shovwel:mg snow
or watchman duty, for which they were paid $2.00 per week, which, at the - R
LA IR UGS L5 \,qa;,f-mb“““ Wm“tsﬁ

time, would buy food essentisls for a small family. T R roS)

v " !0
1,

It was during the later part of The Depression (May 9th, 193&) tha‘t

n

" the City of Petoskey purchased from the Michigan Tanning & Eactract Compa.ny* .

. \

the property later known as the Petoskey Bathing Beach. - This sale by .

e

the company was obviously made for economic reasons brought about by *

5.

.t
A [

}J

%hard times". However, the city fathers of Petoskey having foresight and

the money, purchased the property which included 2700 feet of the’ best o

'bathing beach area on Little ’l‘raverse Bay for the, then, "outrageous" . ; “

price of $25,000. ' The old 8ity Hall, Michigan Tanning & Extpact Gempa.rw'ﬁ
Gf‘fice ‘on lake Street at the time, was also included in that price.” It ‘
now is the Abstract office. This, today, is considered a comendable MR

act as otherwlse the property might have fallen into private ozmex'ship P

and it would not now be part of the Petoskey State Park. TheVieoxmry; w

City Fathers at the time were: ' ' . -

‘ Mayor= D.C. Levinson . Vo T .
- & - ™, * ‘ ’ - ' "' N ,. : - g
Councilmen-P.D. Miller P N o ‘
o . . !
=L.H. Sergent  oJL. o
enToJ ) Bailey . '9> ) POC‘.-‘L*% :A‘.,::‘ ‘
=li.Ds Switzer ?BL,JA@" " e P
Clerk—J.B. Seward - o w B

After times got better, businees improved and with the advent of | .‘;,‘;’

-

World War II, business hit a boom and good leather foot gear for flghtmg“

’x

G.1's became a necessity, and prosperity came to the company.

i . :5 .
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After the war years business began to decline and in Octcber of 1947 - .

the plant and property was sold to the Howe's Leather Company, a Delmax}e .

T ha
W
o A

Corporation. Howes' continued to operate the tannery in the same man’nex?'u
as the previous company, making a few alterations, one of which was forceﬁ

on them by the awakening and awarness of ecological values. For yeara

,fﬂ—é
N s,

the offal, wastes and shppage from raw hide processing was emptisd :mte e

x)i_
%

the nearby bay. This not only enriched and polluted the watero but 5 R

5
or
W

visual signs became unbearable to people living in the area. So"Howe's‘*.‘f”‘

Leather Bompany was forced to build a discharge line up into the hilla RN

.,..-

" which empBied into a 13 acre settling basin. This settling basin was AR

"'.,--»»

enclosed by 30 foot earth dikes.” This solved the poliution problem fm
the bay but caused a stench in the lmmbdiate area which permeated t.he ’ i
atmosphere down to the residences on the highway (M-131), and at times -

was almost unbearable. This to a certain extent held up residential -

S o
U0 N e (e { -17 o« Gy

development along the highway. oS £ ey
Howe's continued to operate for a mumber of years with dec]ini'z{g :,‘

revenue. As the profits dwindled, it became apparent that conditions il

5"

beyond the operators control would sventuwally close ita'! doorse. In _

[

order to bolster declining revenue, the New York University assumed ,
management of Howe's in order to receive tax relief extended to eﬁucatienal
institutions, but this failed to bolster income. Imported raw hidel wex'e ’ )

being shipped from as far away as South America, plues the high cost Gf ' o .

[

4\-!.

1
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tenning extracts shipped in by rail, plus the introduction of maﬁ?made :
substitutes for leather forecast the end. In the fall of 1950, Howe's
Leather Company closed its? door on operation and history. So ended Eai_
6l years of a business that had touched directly the lives and well 4‘5 "

being of hundreds of people living in the immediste area, and indirectly

P
\

thousands of people who might have at one time or other, worn a produet
or portion thereof that had been manufactured by one of the three companiés

¢
7

operating the facilities. \ ,
An interesting happening in the spring of 1954 which propelled %he i
park area back into the pre-historic era was the discovery of a “maéioddh%
tooth" near an old dump that had been used by the people living in the
factory houses for years. When the dump was closed by the State due tQ 5‘;
ganitary reasons a bulldozer was called in to cover it up. Mrs.Ed. Still

taking a walk in the area where a bank had been used for fill dirt, ngticed .

t

an object protruding from the soil. She recovered it and it was sent ﬁéi?‘

the University of Michigan for identification. It was identified as éf

| mastodons molar. There is a possibllity that the rest of the bones are

N ,»,xl{y

3 e

N P B3 - - k' Mo
“»

gomewhere in the undisturbed bank. 4+ Lof ¥y o L“'fﬂv“ 7

» ot 1‘-'

After its' demise Hows's sold the tannery bulldings and proparty"they}"’

hwere on, plus the factory owned homes to private interests composed of

local business men. Many of the buildings were razed with & few'being

kept for etorage purposes. Most of the residences are gone making way
‘ o ,‘ﬁ%'“
for a large Gaintway Shopping Center and parklng lot. One home thatxstood

near the main highway and is now part. of the parking lot was destrqyed

by fire after Hows's sold out, end a yousrig girl (Deverse) was burned toi

| “s
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‘ ‘ deatho One of the houses still remaining (1972) stands on Lewinskﬁ: Strﬁgﬁt ;) )
. o " with the Tannery Creek running by its® back door. The Edward Stlll ;’amilgz PR ‘ " ’:
. _ " lives there and three generations of that family have lived there. - | Ip ;} ﬁ
.. "i11 scon be bulldozed out of existance = the victim of progress. .The i) SR
- right-of=-way on old switching semophore still stands attesting t«:)' the’,, X
,name of the area "Kegomic." . G- - - ,, *‘*k ;
E ‘i A few years later John Kilborn, State Representat:we of the, lﬁff;tgl i )
.o - Dist.x*icta also former Fmmet County Sheriff, introduced a bill in tha ) Hf B
House to have the State Of Michigan acquire the remainder of !‘hhra Iic;ve’air‘g,“.':;i : 5 ‘
Leather Company s property for. the purpose of creating a State Parkn M‘t‘m\: T
‘ ‘I’he bill was passed in the House and then went to the Senate where Tl;éme;es T o
\’r ) Schwelgert,, then Senator from this district 5 successfully guidad‘ﬂ‘:b t.a W ‘-_;‘T‘ i’;‘,,{“
s.doptlon,, Governor Romney sighed the bill and this was the beginniﬂg of* ‘-5 ,.( % i
the "Petoskey State Park.® L FAR , :1 . N i
;L , In June of 1962 the 375569 acres of "land was purchased b;y t.he ?S‘e.raf:t::: “r o s,
at $712.29 per acre for a total price of ,$125 »000,00, The' property lay--»x;;j o
- dormant pending the purchase of the Poboskey Bathing Beach pmperty RS
3 | , 'There was much controversy over the pending possibility of the C‘i a;;*
i ’ ) ‘ovmed beach property being sold to the State. Public meet.mgs welm \?": ’:li:y
J ~he3-_d' and discussions became heated at times. - R :
%' ‘ S

i 4 Ehh, et »nr- :
3 s 4 N gk o b,rlg



- Beach State Park, transferred to the Petoskey State Park. Two seaaonal

rangers and two lifeguards were also employed for the sumner monthsa e
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It was flnally decided to put the issue on the Spring Electianaﬁallaﬁ”

‘1)'

along with names of candidates for city offices. On April 1st of 1968 th@

people of Petoskey went to the polis and voted 1226 to 243 to sell the W&L ST

property to the State cﬁ*ﬁiehlnan for @15090000000 _.",”f

Hubbard. : o SEIPE
Bids had been let for the development of the Parks® campsite area
prior to the adquisition of the Petoskey Batiing Beach property, ‘Alternata

plans had been made with an entrance rcad other than the one going to the

beach area. o i

*.-, rz“ b
[ B

Hodgldies & Douma, Inc. had the successful bid and began road constructlon
to the proposed campground from the existing hard top road on July 13,- ig%9o
This development cost was financed by the Federal Bureau of Outdoérfﬁec}éatidﬂi*
and the State of Michigan on a matehing fund basis at $135,000.00; ‘bﬁt'k»éii

over to a cost of $150,000,(0, This included a toilet and bath hou569 .:‘

P

mter system, sewage disposal system and 90 campsitess
On June 16, 1969 two permanent park personnel began their duties }
at the park. Ross Dodge, s former assistant manager at Lndlngton State(;

Park ésaumed managership. Dana Houseworth, assistant manager at Omﬁhard

1

t s i : T

w
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No entrance fees were collected that summer, and personnel. kep‘b busy by
pleking up the debries on the beach which had accumulated over the yeax‘s

of City ownership. Thirteen dump truck loads of broken glass, . cansg ‘

v §

paper, driftwood and the discards of careless human use was co].lectedo'i_’%i"'f“

The first Bontact Stex.tion was a gﬁiplus -Airforce portable rada‘é

, .t.

station., It was an uncomfortable bulld:.ng to use as an office. The floor' .

DY
L

of steel decking was cold and in the following winter frost covered the f‘loox'

and bup the walls to where the heat started., Light was fuxm.shed by propaqe, .

gas as well as being used for a small heater. . R

% & 2,

On November 3rd, 1969, Reginald Shar}tey& a veteran of 23 yeara with‘h

‘the Fish Division, transferred to the-Park Division and the Petoskey St.gte

Park as permanent Ranger. In the ssme month construction was started ‘on:
the Office-Shop~Garage Building. -Much difficulty was experienced in ita’

»

construction due to inclement weather, Immate crews were used to aésisﬁ;“ I

[
4 ‘«.“l

Vabter and gravel had to be heated for proper mixing. We experienced tempa- >

. PR A
H

eratures-of 33 below zero. We also had great difficulty in atart:ugg “

vehicles which were stored outside. ' '; e

1

During the winter's constructlon of the mentioned buzlding we wez'e*

observed by a red fox settlng on a hill overlooing the site, a.lmost. daifiye :

..a.'!"

On May 1, 1970, the first motor vehlcle permit was sold to Mr.’ Johzx

4.

Deschemlier, Work Camp Foreman out of Pellston Laxup. {.’~ .

'n.

Y

May 8th, 1970 that portion of the road 1eadmg from. the Park En:l*,rameh L

park propertyo

v anrhl«if“'-'

v ' Pnis
+ .7 . Lo weandiPas

to the beach was abandoned by the Hmmet County Hoad Commission émd lt*hacame
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N ‘ On July 12th, after 3 weeks of frustrating water well pmblemss i;i{e ‘) T
. -~ [ S oo
campground was opened for camping and Mr. & Mrs. Fobert Maraps and* th)v S LIS
e l. »’ l . N
daughters of Ann Arbor, Michigan were the first campers on the gmunda ‘a o

when they pitched their tent in six minutes flat.

[y

We did not operate at only sbout half capacity, and thig wag - »m

fortunate for we again experienced Well Trouble and forced us to clcse :‘t;he 3

J’r" LY M

. toilet building on July 26th and did not get the problem corrected until T
August the 12th., . ﬂ:f;{ e TRRL
’ n:;fr SRR

Oh August 18, 1970, 16 acres of park property on the South boundx’y"lwu

next to the Michigan itate Police Post was leased for 50 years to the »"n, S

v E
L T Y
"t ‘w . L

Ottawa«-Chlppewa Arts and Crafts Coope;{at:we, to be developed’ and used aés
". ,u‘ :‘fil :1:¢:l:kr

.an lndian Culture Center to perpetiates and preserve ancient: arbs and , -

crafts and to manufacture, display and market such pmductso . Enceurag@nexxt ) -

. N .
Soar ] ’ ‘i N et

was given by United States Senators & Congressmen as well as by State_-, -

.
s
L 3:<",‘\{~“)

‘Legislators and many Municipal and Civic organization. If it méteria ze« ;'; o

v

"it should be an importent asset to Park development. ; ",: :' o

+ The New Contact Station was begun and the Shop-OfficemGax'age 5, AN

< D,
A .

building was ‘nearing completion, except for interior furnishinge

That winter 1970-71 we finished the inside of both the Ccn’hact ) j‘_ i .

+ ks Ay

© Station ‘and Shoo—Office«Cﬁmge buildings. We experienced one of tha t
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Beginning on March 30, 1971, the U.S5. Soil Conservation Sefviée:and‘ﬁhb
" Department of Natural Hesources did a dune stabilization project in an 54:3

i

attempt to stop the advance of the dunes into the camping area. Boy Scouts

did part of the planting, and inmate crews did the bulk of the work ﬁlahting

1

525,000 clumps of dune grassg, in addition to various vines and shrubs.
From Memorial day on, we were 75% full, but beginning 4th of July -

. to
week-end, we were full practically ever day until after Labor Day withi‘

» B

many turn=-aways each day. AR

On June the 25th 1971, in the early morning, the Park eXperie@dé@ its?

f£irst crime wave. Seems an inebriated Indian maiden went on the warpath. -

and knifed one innocent white male Caucasian, whom she mistook for her B

lover, in the area of the lower rib cage. The knife (steak) had been Btb;én

dey ar

1

1

.

from a nearby campers' eating tent which was throughly ransacked and vandalized.

5

Other than that, teenage YpethW parties were annoying, but handled wiﬁhoﬁffﬂ'
too much difficulty. ' , ",;&? ?

During the fall of 1971 the park staff, with inmate labor, reucrked

the campsites trying to overcome the errors of bad planning, L ﬂﬁ“

s - !
N £ ,\1

41

In October approval by the Lands Division was granted to cbtaiﬁ” ~%» @~,‘

9,55 acres at $3,560.25 per acres (total $34,000.C0) on the north beundxy of

o ’e“&?m .

Park for a new roadway entrance, from M=131 into the park. This property ,ﬁ

formerly belonged to the Menonagua Beach Association. ’ o h;«.

-
«
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Various projects were,scarried on to Improve the office storage capacities v .

EAEN

g

along with the planned renewal and design of all display beoards in ‘.

S A
w ™ N

Distridt V carried on by Park Naturalist, Robert Pintal and Ranger Shax‘k@y ‘

* P

at the Petoskey State Parka . R

. .
. Ay

The year closed out with Park Personnel going to Wilderness St&"}e‘é&lﬂf‘_’k‘

. oty
for their Annual District 5 Christmas Party. R
. .
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Ownership of land (20579) Page 1 to 21 old abstract and beok of
deeds furnished by Fmmet County Abstract office.

R
% ,«" n

i b .
',i« woa
«

Photostatic copies of Deed from Howes Leather Coop Inc, to State f
Michigan (coverine mentioned lands) and Deed (liber 86, Page 385=398) .
from Michigan Tanning & Extract Co, Covering to State of Michigan Tt
(covering R.R. Brach r/w) as acquired (Park files). P ,.' e

44

x
-
« 't
S

Warrenty Deed from City of Petoskey conveying Pbtoskey Eathing
Beach property to state (liber 221, page 126). ) : g

Information on Park lLand Acquisition parcel acreages, cost pb?’é@ra .
and total and description of land-letter from Chas. B, Millar, Iands -~ .: .
Division to Director (Park files). o g‘"n
Information on Park Land Acquisitionof acreage for new park entranﬁa N
from Menonaqua Beach Association letter from Root G. WOng Lands Divisian
to the Director (Park files). s

County Road abandoment (inside Park area). Desolution of Abandoament
by Emmet County Road Commission (May 8, 1970) (Parks files). oo

lease between State of Michigan end OttawauChlppewa Arts & Crafts |
Cooperative, Inc. leasing 16 acres to them September 8, 1970 (Ra?k file)o

Knifing by Indian of white man, Petoskey News Review 7/25/71 (Park f£ile).

Petoskey Bathing Beach Controversay and public vote. Petoskey News
Review April 2, 1969,

City Officials at time of Beach Property from Michigan Tanning &

" Extract Co. From Files of Minutes of council meeting (City Hall fllﬂa)o

Various Park Activities from time of beginning, from weekly work
reports (Park files). . Lo

x‘f‘

Accounts of Stills Boarding House & characters ( Mrs. Ed. Still,
Welruski Street, Kegomlc as well as mdstadon item. S

{ < '

”

Information on Petoskey Brewing Co., from Harriet Kilbernp Frmet Gounty .
Clerk and records at County Court House and also Ralph Jcrdans pmesen% owney
of Brewery building.

l

Information on land concerning Petoskey State Police Post, and 1nf9rma°
tion on railroads furnished by Allen McCune. A




