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I + f STILL DOING BUSINESS ON THE SAME CORNER t 
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1 Ei\RLY i\ QUi\RTER CENTURY ! 
t Of SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY---- t 
i e 

f foR TWENTY-TWO YEARS . . . . t + ! 
i • 
i (practically since the birth of the motion picture industry) ;, 
i i 
i i 
+ + I and i 
i ~:-:;,,:;;,::;;;;.:,..,:,:i.;==-- ,i i i f "Northern l"\ichigan's Finest Theatres" ! 
; : r r f ha\Je puesented scueen and stage ath:actions of the highest quality. I 
i i 
i <"fhis unique record is your assuuance of the hnest m1ailable in & 
f T 
! late "rno\Jie" entedainrn,ent. ! 
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~ Compliments ! 
+ i ! ; 

! M~ch~gan Maple Block o. j 
+ 0 

: 38 Years in Petoskey i 
i O 

f & ! Mam1facturers of Butcher Blocks, Die Blocks, Hotel and. Restaurant t I ~:::::, :,:k Tables, also Monarch B,and Hard Maple Floo,ing, I 
I Visitors interested m our products always welcome. l 
.. ! I 

i, 
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T K 
Statistical Review 

FORM OF GOVERNMENT-City manager. 

POPULATION-1930 U. S. census, 5,740; local estimate approximately 
8,000. American-born 70%, 

AREA-Four square miles. 

AL TITUDE-600 fe'et above sea level. 

CLIMATE-Mean annual temperature 42.5 degrees F. 

PARKS-7, with total of 45 acres. valued at $30,000. 

ASSESSED VALUATION-$3.500,000, with $11.68 per $1,000 tax rate. 

BONDED DEBT-$50,000 (self liquidating). 

FINANCIAL FACTS-2 banks, with total deposits of $4,220,000.00 and 
total resources of $4,722,000.00. 

POSTAL RECEIPTS-$48,266.29 (calendar year 1937). 

TELEPHONES IN SERVICE-I 500. 

CHURCHES- I 6 representing leading denominations. 

INDUSTRY-6 manufacturing establishments employing 650 workers, pay
ing wages of $890,000 annually and having products valued at 
$5,510,000 annually (1936 figures). 

TRADE AREA-Retail area has radius of fifty miles and population of 
50,000. 

NEWSPAPERS-Petoskey Evening ·News (daily), and Northern Michigan 
Review (weekly) . 

HOTELS-2, with total of 294 rooms. 

RAILROADS-2, Pennsylvania and Pere Marquette. 

AMUSEMENTS-3 theatres with total seating capacity of 1,425. 

HOSPITALS-2, with total of 110 beds. 

EDUCATION-5 schools, including I high and I parochial. Value of all 
school property approximately $900,000. 

PUBLIC LIBRARIES-I, with 11,325 volumes. 

CITY ST A TISTICS-Total street mileage, 85, with 22 miles paved. Miles 
of sewer, 21. Daily average pump of water works (municipal) 
3,000.000 gallons; miles of mains, 23. Fire department has 15 men 
and I station, two pieces of motor equipment; value of fire depart 
ment property $20,000. Police department has 5 men with I station. 

"There's Only One Petoskey" 
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WHY THE NAME PETOSKEY 

N ee-i-too-shing at sunrise 
On the banks of the Manistee 
Had born to him Pe-to-se-ga 
The rising sun was he. 

Northward the Chieftain traveled 
To Little Traverse Bay 
He saw its beauty and tarried
Fit place for a Chief to stay. 

The young son grew to manhood 
And a village was named for him 
That historic associations 
Of the past might not grow dim. 

One hundred and fifty-one years ago, while Chief Nee-i-too-shing 
,tnd several members of the Chippewa fribe were hunting and trapping 
near the mouth of the Manistee river ( now known as the dty of Manisl:ee), 
there was born to the chief in the eady dawn, a son named Neyas Pe-to-se-ga 
( translated meaning "The Rising Sun.") Early missi.m1.1slk·ies persuaded the 
"patron saint," after whom the hub and leading resort dty of northern 
Michigan was named-Petoskey, that Neyas was an abbreviation for Ignatius, 
mui he accepted it. 

Shorii:ly after the early morning arrival of Ignatius Pe-to-se-ga in the 
n,dely com,i:ructed wigwam m1ear the Manistee river, Chief Nee-i-too-shing, 
with his family and foHowerrs, moved northward and l:ook up their abode on 
Little Traverse Bay, near Harbor Springs. When twenty-two yean1 old, Pe
lo-se-ga, took for his wife, the daughter of a neighbor Keway-ka-ba-wi-kwa. 
Through this union were bon1 fourl:een childi·eno In 1830 Ignatius Pe
to-se-ga, with his family, moved across Little Traverse bay locating on the 
south shore where he al: one time owned a large portion of the territory on 
which is now located the beauHfol and historic city of Petoskey, named in 
hfa honrnco Just "vhy Pe-to-se-ga was changed to Petoskey is nol: definitely 
known, and many early residents maintain tha'i: this change is an unhappy 
corruption. 

"There's Only One Petoskey" 



CHARLES J. PAIL THORP 

Hon. Charles J. Pailthorp, attorney at Petoskey, was born December 
1847, at Mt. Morris, Genessee County, Michigan. He received a common 
school education, and in 1873 entered the law department of Michigan Uni• 
versity, from which he graduated in the class of 1875. In the spring of that 
year he moved to Petoskey and commenced. the practice of law. He was the 
second attorney to locate in Emmet County, and at once took a leading 
position in public affairs. He has held the office of prosecuting attorney for 
Emmel: County and also the office of United States Commissioner for the 
\.Vestern District of Michigan, having the distinction of being the second 
pl"osecuting aUorn.ey in this county. In the fall of 1878 he was elected. as 
the first representative in the legislature from the district comprising of 
counties of An.trim, Charlevoix, Emmet, Otsego and Manitou. In the spring 
of 1883 he was elected president of the village of Petoskey and served one 
term. Mr. Pailthorp is now l:he senior attorney of the county and a member 
of the law firm of Pailthorp and. Pailthorp, 

Mr. Pailthorp is the second. old.es!: in point of service in the state. 

He was a member of the school boai-d, assisting in the organization of 
the first grade school in this city in 1875. He served as postmaster during 
Ptesident Taft's administration. 

The honor guest of the Homecoming served as Judge of the Circuit 
Coui-t, a title he still possesses. 

"Home of Million Dollar Sunsets" 5 
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t In Petoskey do your banking business with the f . : : . . : : . . : 

t FI ST E I . : 
: . . : : . 
I of Petoskey i 
: . . : : . . : : . . : 
! Officers Directors I . : : . 
I Wm. G. McCune, President E. A. Brenuueyr f 
t C. E. GarYin ! 

f Glen C. Townsend, Exec. Vice Pres. c. L. Hinkley I I George W. John f 
i, W It S hl ht C h' , .... .I. I{ahler t f a er c ec e, as 1er \\'. G. ::\IcCuue I 
! G. A. Hitchmough, Ass't. Cashier \Ynlter Schlechte f 
f LH·y H. Sergent ! 
r Grace Carmichael, Ass't. Cashier Glen C. Townsend & . : : . . : 
: . 
! i 
! MEMBER FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM & 
t f I MEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION f 
: . . : 
: . . : 
: 0 
! : 
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l Sons and Daughters of the Blue and White . . . Welcome Home! f 
! "Fate take my fortune, ½ 
i i 
i. Age talrn my years, ~ 
f But I'll go blithely to the eml t 
~ With the g·olclen treasure of a frieml." I 
; ------------ i, f For your pleasure and entertainment while back home we have f 
" b k d f ! + oo e or ; 
• Friday, Saturday, Sunday, July l 2 - 3 + I + 
i "HOLIDAY" t 
f featuring l 
.i HATHERINE HEPRt:RN - CARY GRANT - EDWARD EVERETT HORTON i. 
+ i ; LEW AYRES i. 

~ ------------ i, ! Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, July 4 - 5 - 6 ! 
1 "Gold Diggers In Paris" i 
~ featuring i> 
0 & 
i. RUDY YALLEE - ROSE1IARY LANE - HUGH HERBERT - GLORIA i. 

t IHCii:SON · THE SCHNICRELFRITZ BAND t 
0 ------------ • ;, b f l\Intiuees Uaily 2 p. m. - Eyenings 7 :15 and 9 :15 i. 
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OF EVENTS 

PETOSKEY HOMECOMING 
IIIIIIIIIIUIIIJU 

THURSDAY, JUNE 30, 1938 

Registration Bands Softball 

Carnival Aerial Bombs 

FRIDAY, JULY 1, 1938 
f T 
T State Police Pistol Shoot Emmet County Spelling Championship T 
I I 
I Band Concert Softball Kangaroo Court I 
i la ! Carnival Dancing Under the Stars Registration f 

l SATURDAY, JULY 2, 1938 i 
; Bar-b-q Calico Dance Mutt Parade J 
' ! I Cross Country Marathon Alumni Gatherings ! 
+ + + Kangaroo Court Carnival Golf Tournament ! 
9 i 

! Bingo Card Parties Bands f 
i i 
f Scenic Tour ( Petoskey to Cross Village) f 
I SUNDAY, JULY 3, 1938 j 
I Special Church Services Ye Olde T yme Programme f 
i ii 
i Softball Michigan Outboard Motor Boat Regatta f 
4 i 
l l 
i. MONDAY, JULY 4, 1938 i. 
+ + 
! Pilots Dance Softball Public Wedding ! 
f + J Fireworks Michigan Outboard Motor Boat Regatta Street Sports f 
~ & J; llJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllliJIIIJllll!llllllllll1'll''''ll•••1111,,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111011111111111111111J i 
b i 
i & 
i, Sl'OXSOHED BY l 
b 4 

t p T E ST CL l 
i, l'ETOSKEY. ~IlCHlGAl\ i, 
ii l 
l ! 
f 1 
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HOME COMERS 
vi 

See Our 

s MMER F R I URE 
MAPLE-BAMBOO-METAL 

A. J. DAU, Manager 

• + 
½ 
½ 
+ • ~ 

+ • l, 
½ • PETOSEJff, ;\UCB. PHONE 200 ~ 
i, 
i 
i 
+ 
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t 1 
T T 

I I 
i I 
t Doubleday-Hunt-Dolan1Co. l 
i i 
i ii 
! KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN f 
i i 

t Michigan's County Supply House t 
i i 
i COUNTY RECORD BOOKS - ELECTION SUPPLIES i 
i i I T::;:~::;oL::~t:::::;s I 
i i 
ii i 
i i 

t t 
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0 ½ 

• ming mec ommittees 

!}-1---•-1~ 

WAY.'.E A. SMITH -------------------- _ Homecoming Chairman 
" L. H. TAYLOR __________________________ Fourth of July Chairman t 

t ALBERT SCHALLER __________ Secretary ancl Treasurer f 
t ; 
i FINANCE R\RBEQUE f 
+ George Lites Glenn Bain ! 

:

0

f,,: Ralph Fochtman Herman ::Heyer :.;',.; 
: Charles Bailey l'. T. I\Iitchell 

L. i\Iearl Leach ""atson Snyder 

I SPORTS KAl\'GAROO COURT :_! 

+ Ralph Brown i\Ierton Carter 
I J<'loyd Rose Ralph Connable f 
& i 

1 Elmer Carter HOUSING l 
i + ! CHURCH 'IYilson J. McDonald + 
+ Rev. l\I. Pollock D. H. Reycraft I 
I Re.-. J<'r. Donnlus E;-ers I. 
i J 
+ + 
QI ! 
.; RE('EPTION MUSIC + ,; + 
i, v;·. E. Ellis L. i\Iearl Leach f 

•+ + i 
+ ! 
+ SPELLING TRA::-,;SPOR'l'ATION I 
! I\Iiss l\Iay E. Blanchard 'IYalter "\York I, 
+ ; 
i ? 

f BOA'r RACES nAXCIXG l 
+ •' l ''Hub" M.'·ei·s Gernlc1 Brown :_:, 

t I REGISTRATION GOLF f 
~ 'IYilson J. i\IcDonnlc1 Alhm 'IY. Stewart ½ 
i ! 
=.l: ALl.

1
:\INi ! 

t H. C. Spitler I 
I BOOSTER CLUB OFFICERS ~ 
•.•_::_:_ GEORGE LITES _________________________ }'resident •.~.; 

"HUB" l\lYERS ____ \'ice-Presiclent 
i 1 ,VA'L\E .~. s:m_TH ________ Sec1·etarr i 

½ ALBERT SCHALLER ___ Treasurer ~ 
~ + 
½ z.· + 
~ :_; 

t -
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CITY OFFICERS 

MAYOR 
Dr. B. H. VanLueven 

COUNCILMEN 
Hoyt Nihart 
E. G. Pailthorp 
Fred Zipp 
Fred Schmitt 

MANAGER 
P. T. Mitchell 

CHIEF OF POLICE 
Patrick Sullivan 

ASSESSOR 
Leon W. Miller 

CLERK 
Joseph B. Seward 

TREASURER 
R. Gail Batcheller 

JUSTICE OF PEACE 
Joseph P. Murphy 

HEAL TH OFFICER 
Dr. G. W. Nihart 

CONSTABLE 
W. H. VanGorder 

CITY ATTORNEY 
B. H. Halstead 

FIRE CHIEF 
James Black 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

William H. Martz .......................................... President 
Dr. R. E. Todd .................................... Vice-President 
Herman Meyer .......................... Second Vice-President 
\Vilson J. McDonald ...................................... Secretary 
Glenn C. Townsend ...................................... Treasurer 

EMMET COUNTY OFFICERS 

Hon. Victor D. Sprague ................................................ Circuit Court Judge 
Edward E. Gilbert ............................................................ Judg·e of Probate 
Thomas L. Bryant .............................................................................. Sheriff 
Winfield S. Hinds ................................................................................ Clerk 
Lewis White .................................................................................. Treasurer 
Ethel George .................................................................... Register of Deeds 
Clyde Comstock ............................................................ Prosecuting Attorney 
May E. Blanchard ........................................................ School Commissioner 
Fred B. Tripp ................................................................................ Surveyor 
Ed Stark ............................................................. : .......... Drain Commissioner 
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Mauor's Welcon7-e 

WELCOME BACK TO YOUR OLD HOME TOWN. 

On behalf of the City of Petoskey it is not only a duty, but an extreme 

pleasure to extend to you a most hearty welcome, coupled with a wish that 

your stay here is most pleasant during this, the first Petoskey Homecoming. 

Sincerely, 

B. H. VAN LEUVEN, Mayor 

City of Petoskey 

"Home of Million Dollar Sunsets" 11 
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i i 
+ + 
i i 
i i 

i i 
+ + ; + 
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I Doubleday Brothers and Company I 
• e i 1 
i i t BLANK BOOK MANUFACTURERS t 
t ST A TIONERS, PRINTERS AND ENGRAVERS t 
i ! • BANK AND OFFICE OUTFITTERS • 
+ + ; ~ 

! :241 EAS'l' MICHIGAN A VE. ! 
i i 

t KALAMAZOO, MICH, t 
; ; 
; + ; ; 
i • 
i i 
i i 
~ i 

i i 
i i 
! 1 
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~ .............................................. o ........ e ....................... c ............................................... ~ ..................... ,. ................................. , 

ZAIGER SEVERA E 
FiRST FOR THIRST 

"\\'(• Con·r Tlie Xorth Like The Snow" 

Distributors of 

BEER - WINES - SOFT DRINKS 

PEPSI-COLA - ORANGE CRUSH 

Phone 363 Petoskey 
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The histories of towns, like the histories of individuals, touch at many 
points and widely diverge at others. Every one's life experience is, minutely 
told, his and not his neighbor's; so has the existence and growth of every 
city and hamlet a story, peculiarly its own. Young villages show the same 
lt'estless desire to grow into great towns that children feel to become rapidly 
men and women. In the forcing process of the early years there is much left 
for oblivion to steal away, which later historians would gladly recall. 

Be it our pleasant task to gather and record a few leading facts and 
incidents of the birth and childhood of Petoskey. It's name, age, growth, 
!beauty, excellence, fame and prospects. 

We are indebted to the Petoskey Library and Petoskey Fortnightly 
Club for the historical data which follows. Our sincere thanks to all those 
who in any way aided in this worthwhile project. 

May your visit be pleasant and your return tl'ips often, 

Wayne A. Smith, 
Homecoming Chairman, 

L. H. Taylor, 
Fourth of July Chairman 
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HISTORY 
OF 

SK and EMM TC UNT 

~ ~ 

First Lords of the Soil 

'l'he evidence is strong in all the countn
northwest of the Ohio river that a race 
of men once inha,bited the land who were 
powerful, warlike and semi-civilized. The 
Indians found there by ·the first white in
cursionists had traditions of a ''race of 
giants, swift of foot and strong," continues 
one of their traditions, "that they defied 
their Maker and derided him. The Ruler 
tried to kill them by shooting the arrows of 
lightning at them, but these glanced off 
without harm; so He sent a great rain and 
the ground became so cfull of water and so 
soft that these heavy people sunk in it and 
were drowned." 

It was the belief of some Indians that 
the fossil remains of elephants, mastodon:,; 
ancl other huge animals were the bones of 
these people. 

'IYhateYer the fate of the Reel l\Ian'" 
forefathers or predecessors-whether thc:r 
perished in some cataclasm of nature wer~ 
driYen a,yay through the fortunes o'r war 
or migrated to a mild southern climate. 
the most nmrked eYidences of their exis
tence arc found in the mounds in which 
are embedded gigantic trees, with their 
record of annual rings marking these works 
as of hoary antiQnity. 

There is indoubitable evidence that tlll' 
l\loum1 Bnilclers wroug'l1t the copper mines 
of Lake Superior-that the work was car
riec1 on 1liy large bodies of men tln·oug-11 n 
perioc1 of lrnmlreds of years. but the - e,-i
dence that they establishel1 pPrm,ment 
settlements there is wanting. The mos1 
reasonable theory appears tlrn t the labor
ers s11e11t the summer in the milws lmt rP
tirec1 for the winter to fl more g-enin 1 
clinrn te. 

An ancient gra,~e was 011enecl at Cllnr
levoix during the excavation for a cellar 
in which was found a great number of 
beautifully finished flint arrow-ltear1s aul1 
a quantity of copper beads. In the snnH' 
loccllity. some hoys amusing tliemselyes bv 
running· np and clown the steep hank o'r 
the '·Orn RiYer," cliscoYcrecl a piPce of co11-
per· protruding from the gra,·el hanks. An 

examination resulted in the findiug of two 
kniYes and two bodkins, or piercing in
struments, all of copper. The soil for n 
foot or more in depth on the top of the 
bluff in that city, located north of tlte 
mouth of the river, contained great num
bers ocf these cflint chips, together with 
some unfinished arrow-heads that were 
s1,o:lecl in making ancl thrown a way. 

Another well marked site of an arr0\\'
head manufactory is on the farm of Johll 
:\Iiller, located within the village limits of 
Boyne City. Fragments of ancient vottery 
haying the markings common to the potten, 
attr~buted to the Mound-Builders lrnYe bee11 
found sparingly throughout northern Michi
gan. 

The evidence seems conclusfre that 
these ancient inhabitants of the United 
States had extended their scattered frontier 
settlements to this section of :i\fichigan. 

That ancient people have long since 
r1isappearecl. 'l'he reason and manner of 
their fadeout remains a mystery for no 
record remains, excevt, perhaps, a ,,agu,• 
aud shadowy tradition which seems to 
impl0- thnt tlw? retired toward the south 
before the fierce and savage race tha1 
sncceederl them in the occupancy of the 
country. 

It may be cleciphered that the Indiarn, 
mar1e and userl flint arrow-heac1s and stonP 
axes allC1 that. therefore. the fimliug of 
these relics is no conclusiYe eYiclenc·e of 
the formC'r presence of the Mound- Builder:,; 
Dr. :\I. L. Leach, in his "History of the 
Grand TraYerse Region." stated. '"I nm 
full~' conYincerl that at least tllrec-fonrth, 
of all the stone implements and ornaments 
found in the United States are the work or 
Ow Mound-Builders." 

From the compiled list of the sites of 
11 !JOl'iginal 1·emains in J\Iichig-an, prep11r(•(l 
liy Prof. I-Iarlnn I. Smith and publisllec1 w, 
a vnrt of the 1000 Geological anrl Biolo2:i
cal SurYey of the state, L'Arllre Croclu· 
Yillage site. the Mackinac mounds, Clrnr
leyoix Pnrmclee grayes. Clarion mouncl, 
:111(1 graYcs. Indian River camp site. 
Colmnlms eamp site and the Pigeon Cite· 
ho;1·gnn mom1Cls were coYered in this historr 
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The Indians 

1Yl!en northern ::Uiclligan first becmne 
known to tlle white man, the Ottawas, a 
tribe of the Algonquin family occupied the 
region now known as Emmet County. Tlleir 
origin as a trilbe is veiled in the obscurity 
of the past. Tradition says that they came 
from the east, advancing up the Ottawa 
River, in Canada, and then westward by 
the way of the north shore of Lake Huron 
and the Manitoulin Islands. The reason for 
the migration is not known. There may 
have been no special reason beyond the 
common exigencies of savage life, which 
necessitate removal, or they may have 
been influenced by the proximity of their 
fierce and powerful neighbors, the Iroquois, 
,vith ,vhom they were always at war. The 
advance westward was slow and gradual, 
heing interrupted by pauses of varying 
duration. At the great Manitoulin Island 
the tribe for a long time made their home. 

At the Sault Ste. Marie they first met 
the Chippea,vs, who inhabited the country 
lwn1ering on Lake Superior. The two tribes 
were mutually surprised to find that, 
though previously each had no knowledge of 
the existence of the other, their languages 
were so nearly alilrn that they could con
verse intelligibly. A council was held, the 
subjeet ,vas discussed and the history of 
each tribe rehearsed, 1but the tradition does 
not tell us that the mystery of the likeness 
of the languages and the probable con
sanguinity of the tribes was solved. 

'l'he Ottawas were brave and warlike. 
As they advanced westward, they fought 
a ml vanquished those who opposed their 
1,rogress; with those who were friem11:r 
they smoked the pipe of peace. Friendly 
intercourse with tlrn Chippewas and Pot
tawatomies resulted in the formation of a 
sort of loose confederacy of the three tribes, 
,vho style themselves "The Three Brothers." 
During the period of the earlier intercourse 
of the whites with the Indians of the North
west, these tribes seem to lrnve held un
clisputed possession of nearly the whole of 
the LmYer Peninsula. 

The Ottawas remained for some tinw 
established in the vicinity of the Straits, 
lJefore tlley extended their settlements 
along the shore of Lake Michigan. During 
this -11eriod, though they were at peace witll 
their immediate neigbors, they gratified 
their thirst for battle by frequent warlike 
expeditions against clistant tribes. They 
often passed south around the head of 
Lake Michigan and westward beyond the 
:\Iississippi. sometimes, it is sairl extend
ing their fora:vs almost to the foot of the 
Rocky Mountains. They brought home man:v 
\Yestern prisoners. Some of them were call
rd '11;1· the Ottawas, "Um1er-ground Indians," 
on ncconnt of their custom of cligging; pit~ 
in the gronncl for clwellings. Tlw rmler-

.~round lndians were brave and intelligent, 
;md made excellent counselors. The captors 
often intermarried with their captives, 
and the descendants of the latter, in many 
cases, were closely related to the royal 
families of the Ottawas. Some of the most 
noted Ottawa chiefs of later times were 
descended from the Under-ground Indians. 

The Mush-quah-tas 

At that time a portion of the present 
county of Emmet was the home of a small 
tribe called the Mush-quah-tas. Their prin
eipal village was situated in a beautiful 
valley, in the northeast part of the town
ship now called Friendship. The name of 
the tribe signifies "The People 1Vho Roam 
Over the Prairies." They were of Algonquin 
stock, as is prov eel by the fact that their 
language resembled the Ottawa, while the 
tribal name and their recognized affinity 
to the Under-ground Indians seem to point 
to a western origin. The l\Iush-quah-tas 
were intelligent, peaceable and industrious, 
cultivating large fields of corn, and seldom 
going on the war path. They had been on 
friendly terms with the Ottawas since 
the arriYal of the latter in the country, 
though it is probable that some degree of 
concealed ill-will existed on both sides. 
It was a sad day for the l\Iush-quah-tas, 
when, by their own foolish act, tllese frienc1-
ly relations ,vere disturbed. 

There was a small village of the J\Iush
quah-tas on the lake shore at wlrnt is now 
called Seven l\Iile Point. A small party 
of Ottawas, returning in their canoes from 
an expedition against the Sacs, having lost 
some of their comrades, as they came near 
the village commenced chanting a dirge, 
nccording to the Indian custom. The l\Iush
quah-tas, hearing the distant sound of grief, 
instead of preparing to join the mourning, 
as would have 1been proper, rashly deter
mined to express in an emphatic manner 
their disapproval of the marauding ex
peditions of their neighbors and their con
tempt for those who engaged in them. Ac
corclingly as the canoes touched the beach, 
their occupants were pelted b~· the young 
men nnd boys of the Yillage with balls of 
nshes ,vrapped up in forest lenYes. The 
Ottawas retired, sullen and burning with 
tile spirit of revenge, and soon reported 
the occurrence to their own people. To tl1e 
proud Ottnwas, the insult was such as 
could only be wiped out \Tith blood. A joint 
council of the Otta,vas and Chippewas was 
hrlcl, in n·hich it \Yas determined if 11ossiJJie 
to nnnihilate the l\Iush-quah-tas. 

Lh-in;; in the principnl village of the 
::irush-quah-tas. was an old man and his 
two married sons. 1Yhether the old man, 
1!0nring of thr affair at Seven l\Iile Point. 
shrc,nUy surmised that the insulted Otta-
1vas ,voulfl seek a bloorly revenge, or. as 
tlw tradition seems to imply, was impresscr1 
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with a true prophetie presentiment of com
ing evil, he faithfully warned the people 
that their village would be soon overwhelm
ed by enemies, and earnestly counseled re
tirement to a place of safety. Finding his 
counsel disregarded, he, with his sons and 
their families, removed to the · shore of 
Little Traverse Bay, finding his temporary 
abode near the ,,;ite of Harbor Springs. 

It may have been that a calm summer"s 
night had nearly passed away. The first 
faint glimmering of light in the east 
herald:, the approach of morn. The l'illage 
of the :\Iush-quah-tas is still wrapt in slum
iber. The sleeping mother gently clasp,; her 
baby to her breast, unconscious of the ap
proaching rlang·er. The maiden dreams of 
her lover, the young man of glorious feats 
of the chase or of war. The old brave lives 
over again the experiences of the youth or 
dreams of the happy hunting ground to 
which he is hastening. Dark forms, crouch
ing in the shadows, are stealthily approach
ing-on, this side a long line of Ottawa 
braves, on that their friends and allies, 
the Chippewas. The lines close around the 
doomed village. Some of the crouching 
figures are already at the very doors. So 
noiseless and stealthly has been the ap
proach that not even the watchful clogs 
have ,been alarmed. Suddenly there bursts 
upon the night air a sound to make blood 
curdle-a deafening chorus of demoniac 
yells as if uttered in concert by a legion 
of frantic furies. Full well the startlecl 
i\Iush-qnah-tas kne,Y the fearful import of 
that sound, the war whoop of their enemie:s. 
Fnll well they know there is no avoiding 
the rleath strug·g·le. '.rhe old brave reaches 
for his "-ar club, ancl the young man strings 
his bo1Y, but their nssailants are r1nick aml 

vowerful ancl tlie stone hatchets are wie!Ll
ecl with terrible effed. Crushed ancl mangl
ed theJ' go clown, slain and now com1uerell. 
'l'he maiden covers her face with her gar
ment and quietly bows her head to the 
fatal blow. The mother loosens her clasp 
on the frightened infant, seizes the nearesc 
weapon, and with the fierceness of a ti
;;-ress at !Jay, springs upon her foes. Her 
blows tell, but fierceness can not long avail 
against strength and numbers. She fall,; 
mortally '1'0trnclecl. Her dying eyes arc 
turned ·lovingly upon her child. A brawny 
warrior siezes it by the feet and whirls 
it high in the air, clashes it with crushing 
for<:e upon the earth and flings its bleed
ing and lifeless bocly upon its mother':; 
bosom. The surprised Mush-quah-tas, taken 
nt a disadvantage, make a brave fight, but 
victory cloes not long wayer in the balance. 
As the sun rises upon the scene, all the 
inmates. saye one, of the doomed village lie 
stark ancl bleeding on the ground, or are 
being consumed in the rapidly lmrnin , 
wigwams. The revenge of the insulted Otta
was is complete. 

The battle, says the Ottawa tradition. 
was one of the most terrible ever fought 
in this region. Only a young man eseavetl. 
who carried the ne'1'S of the clisaster to the 
three families at Little Traverse Bay. Some 
of the :\Insh-qnah-tas liYing in the small 
outlying villages escaped. The remnant of 
the trilJe moYed toward the south nncl es
tablished themselYes near the St .. Joseph 
HiYer, where for a time they enjo;1·ec1 a 
clegTee of prosperit;1·. .But they were not 
~,1fe. After intereonrse had been opened 
ildween the :B'rench and the Otta \Yas. ancl 
tlw latter hacl been supplied with guns ancl 
axes !Jy the French traders. it occurred to 

Original {'ushman House ... As it Ap1learecl in 1873 
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them that these implements woulll be ef
fective iu battle. Anxious to put them to 
the test, they resolved to try their effec
tiveness on their olcl enemies, the Mush
quah-tas, who as yet were unacquainted 
,Yith firearms. Accordingly an e:xcpedition 
was fitted out, destined for the St. Joseph. 
As the Ottawas approached the village of 
their enemies, each man carrying a gun, 
the i\rush-quah-tas mistook the weapons 
for clubs, and came out with bows and 
anows, anticipating an easy victory. But 
they were soon undeceived, and suffered a 
second crushing defeat, from effects of 
which they never recovered. The tribal 
organization was dissolved and the few 
:\Iush-quah-tas remaining alive were scat
tl'red among neighboring tribes. 

After the destruction of the principal 
village of the ::Uush-quah-tas and the re
moval of the remnant of the tribe to the 
St. Joseph, the Ottawas gradually extended 
their settlement toward the south, along 
the ;;hore of Lake iUichigau. 

Father Marquette 

Yl'hile the Indian tribes were fighting 
for supremacy in the west, the French 
,settlers in eastern Canada had made peace 
with the Indians and were building thriY
iug villages there. Learning from the In
<lian of the great and wonderful country 
to the west, the illustrious Ii'ather Jame:,; 
:uarquette arrived at Sault in 1668 and 
established himself at the foot of the rapids 
on the American side. This was the first 
permanent settlement on the soil of Michi
gan; called at that time Kew France. Tlw 
following year he was joined by Father 
Dablon, and by their united efforts a church 
was soou built. It wa,; at that time that 
he heard of the "Great River" (:\Iissis
sippi) and determined some clay to explore 
it and preach the gospel to the natives 
upon its banks. It was his intention to 
start u11on this expedition the following fall, 
l,ut \Yar broke out at Lapoint, to which 
he Imel repaired, between the Souix aml 
the Hurons and Ottawas and the last two 
mentioned tribes were compelled to le,ne 
the place. Father Marquette followed tlw 
Hurons and coasting about for a time re
turned to :\Iichilimackinac as it was then 
called. He prdbably arrived there in l~o; 
and the following year made a settlement ·at 
Rt. Ignace, there he established the mission 
of St. Ignatius. This ,vas the first \Yhitc' 
settlement at the Straits. 

Father :\Iarquette remained with the 
mission at St. Ignace about two years, and 
exercised control over most of all of what 
is now known as the Traverse Bay Region. 
He is credited with having traversed the 
;;l!ore, upon enancls of salvation, and erect
ing crosses and leaving other memorials 
for admiring posterity to gaze upon. 

J!'ather Marquette left St. Ignace in
tending to explore the region of the .iUissis
sivpi River and upon arriving at Chicago 
was taken ill and forced to spend the winter 
of 1674 with a tribe of Indians in Illinois. 
In the spring of 1675 he was again attacked 
by disease and became satisfied that deatl1 
was npar, setting out for St. Ignace hopilig 
to roach it aliYe. As his little party coasted 
along the eastern shore of Lake Michigan. 
Ile grew weaker, and peacefully passed 
away and was buried by his own com11an
ions at the mouth of the river which bears 
his name. This occurred May 18, 1675, he 
being 38 ;rears old at the time of death. 

Fort Michilimackinac 

The massacre at Fort :\Iichilimackinae 
furnishes a theme of thrilling interest, and 
it forms a conspicuous part of the history 
we are endeaYoring to record. Kear by the 
site of the old fort the village of :\Iackinaw 
City now stands. The stockade on tlle site 
of the olcl fort has in recent years been re
,built, and this historic spot is no,v marked 
l>y a large monuinent. 

In the spring of the year 176B. before 
the ,Yar broke out, several Engli,;h traders 

.vwent up to i\Iichilimackinac, some adoptin,'-'· 
the old route of the Otta,va, and others 
that of Deti'oit, and the lakes. Y\Te will 
follow one of the latter on his adventurous 
prog-ress. Passing the fort and settlement 
of Detroit, he soon enters Lake St. Clair 
wl1ich seems like a 1broad basin filled t•i 
overflmYing, while along its far-distant 
verge, a faint line of forest separates tlH• 
,vater from the sky. He cro::;ses the lake 
and his voyageurs urge his canoe against 
the cunent of the great riYer aboYe. At 
lr•ngth Lake Huron 011ens before him, 
stretching its liquid expanse, like an ocean. 
to the farthest horizon. His canoe skirts 
the eastern shore of :\Iichigan, wll0re the 
fin!l,st rises like a wall from th<? wn ter's: 
edg·e. aucl as he ad,-ances nortlnvard. an 
enclles,; line of stiff and slrnggy fir-trees 
Jrnng· ,Yith long mosses, fringes the shore 
with an aspect of a monotono1rn clesola-
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tion. lu till' span, of two or thn'e weeks. 
if his ('auacliaus lnlJOr well, nml uu ,u·l'i· 
cleat ()('('.lll'B, the tralll'r nppro,1dw:s tlH• ('!Ill 
of his Yoyng-P. I'as:;ing 011 his right tlw 
PXh::•ll:-d,·e h:;laud of Bois BlatH..\ ht\ f--t'('.'S 

ne,n·1~· in front. the !Jeantiful blawl of 
Thlnc:i,rnnc:-risiu;,;. with its 1Yllite l"lit'fs nm! 
grPL'll foliagP. from the !Jroa([ !Jn'ast of 
tl!P waters. HP (loes not stec-r town rel it. 
for at that lla.r the Indians 1Yere its onl.r 
tPuauts: !Jnt keL'l'" along tl1c- main slion· 
to tlw left, while hb Yoyageur,, rise tlwir 
"ong· um! chorus. Doubling at poiH,, lie ;,('L'~ 
!JPfl~re him the recl flag of Engl:1Hil swellin;,; 
l,rnil~· in tlIP wind, nncl the trnli~mks antl 
\YOOLlP!! lmstion~ of Fort illichilimac:kiE;\l", 
i,;tamliu;,; dose• upon the margin of the 
lakt•. On tl!c- lll'nd1. c·,rnoes are clrnwn l!Jl. 
mHl Canaclinns aml Indians idl~• lounging. 
A little hennul tlw fort is a c-luster of tht• 
1Yhite Canitdinu houses, 1:oofed with bark. 
fl !Hl prntPdet1 i>~· fences of strong. 1·on11cl 
pi('kl'ts. 

The trader enters at the gatl', aud sep, 
lwfon' him an extensiYe square area. sur
n1nm1Pr1 ,lJy high rmlisades. Knmerons hons
""· liarrac·lrn. and other builclings from a 
;,;nwllPr square within, ancl in the n,cant 
svace which tlwy enclose appear tlw rc•l1 
uniforms of British officers, the gruy c·oa r., 
nf Can,l(liaus. anll the gancly lll(lifln l>lnn
kPt,-, mingled in picturesque confusion. 
while ,t multHmle of squaws, with c·llilch'l'll 
of p\·pn· hue, stroll re;;tlc-:-;sl,1· about tlw 
place. Snell was Fort :\Iichilimackinac- in 
1 ,G:,. Its nanw. 1Yhich in the Alg·orn1uiH 
tongue. signified the Great Turtle-. w;1s first 
from a fandPll rPsemblance. applied to the 
nei,:.clli>orill,l( island. ,uHl tl!C'ner to tllP fort 

Tlwngh buried in fl 1Yilclerm·ss. :\IiC'hili
lll11l'kiuac- 1Yas still of no recent origin. A,-; 
early as IGT1, the Jesuits hall estnblislwl1 
n mission near tlw placu, and a militan· 
forc-e was not long in follmYing·: for nnrll't' 
tlw French domi11ion tlw prkst and tlll' 
sol(lit•rs iYPnt hand in !Jaull. Keitl1er toil 
nor suffering, nor all the terrors of tlH' 
wilclen1ess. ('onrn llmnp the zeal of tlw nu
llnuutc-tl missionary: ancl the restkss am
J1ition of l<'rance 1Yns alwflys on the fllert 
to seize eYen· point of nclnmtage. nml an,il 
itsr,lf of e,·pry means to in1in asc-Pnrhmr·Y 
OYPr the fore;t tribes. Besides :\Iid1ilimac-l~
imw there 1Yere t,yo other posts iu this 
northern region-Green Bay and Sault Ste" 
i\IariP. Both were fonmlecl flt an early 
veriocl, and hoth prpsenterl the same clrnra(·
terictil' fpa tm•ps-a mission house. fl fort. 
,mcl a cln:stn of Cmrncliau dwellings. They 
had Ileen originally ;rnrrisonucl hy small 
vnrties of militia, who, bringing their fam
iliPs with them. srttlecl on the spot. and 
iYPre founrlers of these little c:olonies. for 
i\Iic·hilirnackinnc-, mnc:h the largest of the 
three. c-ontflinecl thirty families within thr 
l)fllisa(1Ps fllld allont flS many more without. 
Bp;:ic1Ps its rnilitflry yalue, it was impor
tflHt as n eenter of the fnr trnrle: for it 
iYHS here that the trader engaged their 
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1.nen, antl $C'Ht ont their goods in canoc•s, 
under the charge of subordinates, to more 
distant regions of the ::\Iississippi and the 
Northwest. 

Tlw Indians near ::\Iiehilimackinac \Yere 
tlie Ojibwa,; and the Ott,nYas, the former 
of wl10m claimed the eastern section of 
i\Iichigau, and the latter the western; their 
respeetive portions being separated by a 
line drawn southward from the fort itself. 
Tlie principal village of the Ojibwas con
tained about a hundred warriors. and stood 
upon the island of ::\Iichilimacidnac, now 
called ::\Iackinac. There was another smaller 
Yillage near the head of Thunder Bay. The 
Ottawas, to the number of two hundred 

Ojibwas, on the other hand, were not in 
the least degree remoYed from their primi.
tin· barbarism. 

At this time JJoth these tribes had re
cc·iYed from Chief Pontiac the war-1belt of 
black aud purple wampum, and the painted 
hatchet. and had pledged themselves to 
join the contest. Before the encl of :May the 
Ojibwas or Chippewas receiYed word that 
the blow had already been struck at De
troit and wrought up to the highest pitch 
of exdtement and emulation, resolved that 
pence shonld last uo longer. Eager to reap 
all the glon- of the Yictory, or prompted by 
jealousy, this trHJe neither eommunicated 
to tlw Ottawas tl1e Hews which hnd come to 

First Bay View Encampment ... 0]}en Cooking 

nml fif1~- warriors, liYecl at the settlement 
of L'Arbre Croche on the shores of Lake 
J\Iiclligan, some distance south,vest of the 
fort. This ]Jlnce was then tlle seat of the 
old Jesnit mission of St. Ignace, originally 
plncetl by Father i\Iarquette on the northern 
side of the Straits. l\lany of the Ottawas 
,Yen, nominnl Catholics. They \Yere all 
~omewhat improved from their original 
saYage eonclition, liYing in log-houses and 
cnltiYatin,c; corn and yegetables to such an 
('Xt€nt ns to supply the fort with proYision. 
lJesides sn tisf~·ing· their o,Yn wants. The 

them. nor their o\Yn resolution to make an 
im111ccliate assault upon Fort jl,Iichilimack
inac. Hence• the Ottawas had no part in 
the l1loody tragec10-. There were other tribes, 
lwwen,r, which attrnctccl JJy rnmors of im
J:f'IHlin•~· war. had gathered at ::\lichilimack
inac-, and which took part in the struggle. 

There is a diserepancy bet,Ycen the of
ficial report of Captain Ethrington, com
mander of the post, and other statements, 
the former making· the garrison to consist 
of thirty fiye men, with other officers; 
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a1ul thL• latter placing tile uumhcr at 11iuPt~· 
"\Ye g-in" the reatler the facts just as we fintl 
them reconled, lea Ying him to reeoucilc tllis 
differ<•ncc in hb own \Ya~·- Perhaps others 
intended to include in their Pnnmeration 
all tlw inhabitants of the fort. both sol<liPr,c 
nm1 Canadians. 

The Massacre 

A fur trader arril'ing at :\Iichilimack
inae. funnel seYeral other traders who luul 
arrin•d before him. from different parts 
of the eonntrJ·. nnd who. iu g·Pnt•ral, (ll•

clarPd the disposition of the Indians to bl' 
hostile to the Eng·lish, and eYPn appre
hemletl' some attaek. One of these trader,; 
JU. LatuPnt Ducharme distinctly informed 
Major Ethrington that a plan was abso
lute!~· concPiYed for destroying him, h s 
garrison, and all the English iu the upper 
country. but the commandant. belieYing
this and other reports to be without founc1a
tion. proceeding only from idle or ill-dis
posed persons, and of a tendency to do 
misehief, expressed much displeasure 
against :U. Ducharme, and threatened to 
send thP next person who would bring n 
story of the same kind a prisoner to De
troit. 

Meanwhile the Indians from eYery 
quarter were daily assemblying in unusual 
numbers, but with eYery appearanee of 
friPndship, frequenting the fort and dis
posing· of their peltries in such manner as 
to dissipate almost any one·s fears. A 
Chippewa Indian. Chief Yi'awatam, arriYed 
vdth others of his tribe, and nfter cUspos
iug· of his skins. purchased a quantity of 
sugar and rlriecl meat. informing some of 
the traders that he had heard that there 
"·as to be an attack on the fort. Chief 1Ya
vrntam endeayorecl to prevail upon those' 
who \Ye1;e his friends. to g·o with him to tlw 
Sault. but the commandant at the fort. 
as WPll as the tratlers. cleeirled to ,stay nt 
1\lic-llilimackinnc considering that the ru
mors of an out-hrPak of the Indians ,Yonl<1 
not materialize. 

After the Im1ians had spent a fmy cla0·s 
about the fort they notified the ,mlc1iers 
,mcl traders that they were going to pla0· 
at llag-gatiway. with the Sacs or Saakies. 
anothPr Indian nation, for a high wager. 
aml all were inYited to witness this sport. 

'l'he game at baggatiway, which tlw 
Indians played upon that memorable oc
casion ,wns the most exciting sport in which 
the reel man could engage. It was playecl 
with hat and hall. The bat so called, "'as 
a,hout four feet in length, and an inch in 
rliameter. It was made of the toughest 
material tlrnt could be found. At one end 
it was curYerl am1 terminated in a sort of 
rar>ket. or 11erhaps more properly a ring, 
in which a network of cord was loosely 
"·o,·en. The pla~·ers: were not allowed to 
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toud1 the !.Jal! with tl.Je hand, !.Jut cangllt 
it in this net\York at the encl of the bat, 
At eithE'r encl of tile ground a tall post was 
vlantecl. These vosts marked the station,; 
of tl1e riYal vartiC's, aucl were sometimes a 
mile avart. 'l'he object of each party wa,; 
to defeurl its mn1 post and carry the lmll 
1o that of the adYersary. 

~U the beginning of the game the maiu 
body of players asseml.Jle lrnlf,yay between 
tlle two vosts. Every eye sparkles and eYery 
cheek is already aglow with excitement. 
The !.Jail is tossed high into the air, aud a 
general struggle ensues to secure it as it 
descends. He who succeds starts for the, 
c,;onl of the allYersary as fast as he can. An 
arlyersary iu the game catches it aud sends 
it whizzing back in the opvosite direction. 
Hither ancl thither it goes; now far to the 
right, now as far to the left; now near to 
tl1e one, now as near to the other goal : 
the whole band crowding continually after 
it. in the wildest confusior1 nntil. finally, 
BOllle agile figure, more fleet of foot than 
the otlll'rS, succeC'rls in !Jeariug it to nw 
gonl of tile opposite 11arty. ·-

l'ersmrn now liYing 011 this island who 
kffe frequently seen this game ph1;1-ed b~ 
tile Inclians, and themselves participat<>rl 
in it, stnte that often a_ whole clay is iu
rnfficif'nt to clC'cicle the contest. 

This game. with its attemlaut noiBc> 
aml ,-iolenc:e wa,; ,veil calcnlaterl to rli-

n'l't tne anentiou of officers anll men and 
tlnrn pc'nuit the Indians to take possession 
of the fort. To make their success more cer
tain, they vreyailecl npon as many as they 
eonlcl to come out of the fort, "-hile at the 
same time their sr1na,Ys, ,vrapped in iblan
kf't;,, beneath which they concealed the 
mnnlerous weapons, were placed inside the 
indosm·e. The plot was so ingeniously laicl 
that no one suspected clanger. 'l'lw cliscip
line of the garrison was relaxed and the 
soldiers permitted to stroll about anrl view 
the sport. without weavons 01' defense. And 
en'n when the ball, as if by ehance was 
lifted high in the air to clrosccncl inside the 
vickets, all(l "·;rn follmYr'cl Jiy fonr lrnnclrecl 
s:rrages. all eager, nll ~trnggling, rJl shout
ing, in the 1rnrcstrninecl 1mrsnit of a rude, 
ntl1letil' exercise. no alarm was felt until 
the shrill war "-l10up tolrl tlle startlell gar
rison tlla t t11e sla nghter lrn<l lwgnn. 

Tlw rleacl werP sc·alpe<l arnl mangled; 
tlw <1;1·ing were writhing ancl shrieking un
rlt'r tlw nn,atiatPrl knife aml tomahawk; 
anrl from tlie !Jmlie" of smrn\ riJJ]Jecl open, 
tlwir lmtl'l1ers were tlrinking the blood, 
,;l'ooved up in t!Jp hollow of joined hands, 
anll lJm1ffrr ami(l shouts of rage all(l Yic
ton-. Xo long· timP Plnpset1, before, eYery
one liein;.; clestroJ-erl 1Yl10 conlrl be found, 
therP was a genr'ral cry of ''All is finished-" 

A council of the tribes followed in 
which the wonmled feelings of the Ottawas 
"-ere somewhat soothe<] lly n Hbernl vrcsent 

:\ TnJical Indian Scene . • , When First Whites Came 
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of plnuder, taken from the whitPs. After 
a series of wunc·ils, to which the Chip
pewa ehiefs were inYited, the latcer re
luctant!J• eonsentecl now not to obstruct 
the passage of tlw remaining ~oldiers haek 
to 1\lontrPal. 

Early History 

From the massac•rp at :\laddnaw until 
the war of 181:!, this region was not thP 
theatrP of any important eYents. The only 
inhabitants. so far knon·n, were the Otta
wa;;, and NllC'h missionaries as maJ· lrnYe 
laborPtl among- them. 

Ju 1813 Louis Cass wa;; apvointecl 
goYernor of :\Iiehigau Tprriton·. aml in 
1835 thP firnt eonstitution of :\lfrhigau was 
adoptPcl, and StPYl'll '1'. Masou elec-tecl 
goYernor. :\liehi,rnn was admitted to ;;tate
hood in 1837. 

In 184G a colony of Mormons under 
James Jesse Strang settled on the Bea Yer 
Island in npver Lake Michigan. 

Iu 1840 that vortion of the state lying-· 
in the Towns 33, 34. 35 and 3G north and 
west of the line 'between Ranges 3 and 4 
,Yest. wa:s laid off as a separate eonnty aucl 
designated by the name Keskonko. In 1843 
the name was clrnnged to CharleYoix i11 
honor of Pierre Francis XaYier de Chnr
lenlix, one of tlw early French mis:siou
nries and explorers. 

In 1853 the counties of Emmet aml 
CharlPniix were organized under the name 
of Emmet and proYisions were made for 
orgamzm,g· the tmn1 of ClrnrleYoix to em
brace the territory of the county. In tlw 
winter of 186D a hill was vassed by tlw 
k;d;.;lature organizing the county of ClrnrlP
Yoix. 

The :\Iormons. under their leader Kiug· 
t,;traug·, had established the eonnty sent of 
Emmet County at St. ;fames on ReaYer 
Island all(] the :\Iormons ,Yere in posses
sion of nil tlw eonuty offic-es. AR earl.1· as 
184G Strang. \Yith a nnmlwr of his follo,Y
ers. had estal>lislwd a f:ettlement on BPa 1·pr 
Islaucl anrl made n serious pffort to foreP 
thPir doctrines onto all of the early set
tlers in the uorthern part of Michigan. 

Petoskey 

In 1851 HeY. P. IJongherty, a missiorntr.1· 
located at Oltl Mission. requested thP Pres
byterian board that a srhool be e>stahlisherl 
at Bear Creek, which ,Yas h1ter to den•lov 
into the lieantifnl c-ity of Petoskey. 

In ans1yer, :\Ir. Porter, with his family, 
left his home in Pem1sylrnnia earl.1· in :\Ia.1·. 
1852. arriYing· at his clestinatiou the firRt 
of June. Fro;11 :\lackinac he came iu Cap
tain Kirtla ll(J's Yrssel. the "Eliza Caroline." 
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HeY. Doug·hert;r .had .preYiously sent a Yessel 
\\·ith a cargo of lumber for the construction 
of the necessary ,buildings. The pile of 
lmnlier on the beach sened to guide Cap
tain Kirtland to the proper landing, where 
they were greeted by a large band of Otta
,rn and Chippewa Indians. 

'l'he site of Petoskey was known to 
mlYigators and traders as Bear River, the 
mune of the rapid and rollicking stream 
that used to leap and tumble through a 
deep gorge shaded by lofty hemlocks and 
tangled cedars, falling seventy feet in a 
distance of half a mile. 

On leaying the vessel, the party were 
kindly receiYed by the head man, Daniel 
1Yells, or J\Iwa-ke-we-nah. whom the band 
afterward elected chief; and who a few 
years later laid clown his life for the 
ccountry in the ·war of the Rebellion. He 
vlaced his best room at the disposal of 
.. Ur. Porter until the mission house could 
he built. 

'l'he place selected for the mission was 
on the high land west of Bear River, half 
a mile back from the bay. How to get tlw 
lumber to the spot was a problem that 
umsed some anxiety. The only domestic 
animal in the settlement that could be 
1m t to such work was a single pony all(1 
the only yehicle was a cart. The new ronf1 
which had recently been cut through the 
forest by the Indians was too rough and 
1meYen for a wheel carriage of any kind 
hut the anxiety, however, was soon re
moYec1 1by the announcement that the In
r1ians of Little TraYerse were offering their 
assistance. Soon after, on a set clay, about 
seYenty men and seyen ponies with sleds 
appeared on the beach reac1y for work but 
more than half of the lumber was carried 
np the hill to the site of the pro110secl build
ings on the shoulders of the men. 

Mr. Porter found the Inc1ians nnifonn-
1~- kind. He ne,-cr failed to secure their 
,erYic·es. On first corning, he and his family 
thrm,- themselves upon their honor and 
honesty, anc1 thongh they were then poor 
and often lrnng-ry, the confidence reposed in 
them was not betrayed. 

About the year 1859 a Catholic mission 
1Yas established at this point ancl a small 
fnnne building was erected on the shon' 
of the bay. 

During the mission the Indians mml0 
stend:v improYement in farming-. In 1815:2 

there was only one pony and one plow 
among them. The surface of their small 
field wai,; strewn with the trunks of fallen 
trees, among which cultivation was carried 
on with no implement but the hoe. After-
1rnrd, when they had to some extent been 
provided with teams and farming utensils 
!Jy the government according to treaty stip
ulations. their fields were cleared and 
plowed. Oats, wheat, corn and potatoes 
1vere the principal crops. Of the last two. 
enough was usually raised to supply their 
own wants and leave a surplus for sale. 

For the first two or three years tlw 
expense of the mission was borne wholly 
l>:r the Presbyterian board. After the es
t a blishment of Inclian schools by the gov
ennueut, the one at the mission was adopt
ed b:i- the agent as a government school, and 
the usual salary 1vas paid Mr. Porter as 
teacher. About 1871 the government funds 
set a1iart by treaty for the benefit of tlw 
Indians was exhausted and the lioard find
ing- itself without available funds, discon
tinued the mission. The property of the 
csta,!Jlishment was sold and in 1875 :\Ir. 
Porter am1 family returnec1 to their Penn
syln1nia home. 

:\Ir. Porter was for a long time justice 
of peace and judge of probate. He was Yer:r 
popular with the Indians and it is said 
had become so accustomed tu their 1vays 
'111(1 habits that he was no longer contented 
after white people settled about him. In 
1870, his mother, who was living with him, 
l1ief1 at the age of 06 years. Hazen Ingalls 
was then liYing near by, and at Little Tra
Yerse (now Harbor Springs) were three or 
four white people. :\Ir. Porter, however. 
called about him his Inc1ian friends and con
ducted the funeral senices himself. By 
means of strings a long pole was fastenef1 
to the rude coffin, anc1 with Indians as 
1mll bearers, bis aged mother was buriefl 
in the gnwe he dug near by. 

:\Ir. Porter, l101vever, returned to his 
l'etuskc,- in 1892 tu make his home with 
his sou. Dr. Porter, and to encl his days 
wll0re his life \YOrk »·as accomplished. 

Hnzen Ingalls, the first permanent 
white sPttler. canw in 18G5 to make Bear 
HiYer his home. He bought the little water 
mill »-hich was built by a nephe1v of :i\Ir. 
Port0r in 1862 and moYed his family into 
a little house that stooc1 on the riYer bank. 

Hi:< little trac1ing store was the first 
placp of lm;c,in0ss on the sonth side of 
Litt]p Tran•rse Rn,-. 

°W"0••6••G"0"Q••G••G"IJ.,QuG••li••G,.6••G••G••Q••C••Q••C:••&••G"O••G"0••&"6"G••O••llli••0,.G••C-"0"0••6.,QuOu8"0••0 00 G"G••l!!••O•G"O••lil"G••G••G••4••f/;••lil"(i;"O"G••G••C••G"Ci• •® 

t .. '.'.'.~l:::::::::::::.C~:.}:~~~~~!:~~~!::::.::~~::l:I::~'.''.'::.'.l: .. J 
24 "There's Only One Petoskey" 



ln 1878 the families of Porter and 
Ingalb were the only white people in Bear 
Hin•r. 111 anticipation of the completion 
of the Grand Rapids a11d Indiana railroad. 
tlJe adya11ce guard of civilization ,began to 
uniY(" in the smmner of that year. 

In .Tune, Amos Fox and Hiram 0. Hose 
com:tituting the firm of Fox and Rose, who 
lrn(l long clone business at Xorthport a11 
CliarleYoix, lighted a small stoek of goods 
uu shore at the mouth of Bear RiYer arnl 
l!lJl'llCll the first store in an Indian·s lo.~ 
UllJin. 

ln .Tune of 1873 the railroad to Petos
key \YHS approaching completion and :\Ir. 
ltuse came here for the vurpose of begining 
lmsiness. The material for his house was 
1mrdrnsell from Traverse City a11d shipved 
hen, lJy uoat. 'l'he firm of II. 0. Hose & 
Com11ai1y ( Amos Fox) first commem:ell 
>-'Ec-lling their miscella11eous and general 
stoek of goods in a small log lrniltling near 
1lie residence of Ignatius Petoske~- in .Jum•, 
JST3. As there was the11 no clock they ,w1·e 
olJlig·ecl to laud their goorls with a scow. 
In ()c-tober, 1874, :\Ir. Ilose wishing to lle
Y1Jte his time to lime mannfaetnre. made 
e1 c-hauge Ji~- which the store came into 

11ossessio11 of Fox. Rose a11d Buttars. c011-
sisting of Amos Fox of Clmrle-rnix, II. 0. 
Ho;c:e of Petoskey allCl Arehie Bnttars of 
Cliarlernix. the laTfer taking: sole c-lrnrge 
,.:,f the ~tore as \Yell as the one which the 
firm OJ)eratecl at CharleYoix. Afterward the 
I'Noskey store was rebuilt and enlarge(l. 
aml follmYing the clissolntion of Fox & Rose 
in 1882. the firms of Rose & Buttars and 
Rose Brotlwrn & Company co11clncted and 
aeYeloped the bnsi11ess which aided in 
building Petoskey in its earl;1- Lla;1-s. 'l'lw 
Hose brothers wer(, H. 0 .. , E11gene L. awl 
Perr;1- iY. 

The first house actually lmilt on the 
site of Petm,key ,ms with the board shanty 
Hectecl on the blnff by G. L. Smith. 
farmiliarly t"allPd "Pa" Smith. in the early 
smmner of 1873. In the same year Dr. 
,Yillinm Little, the first physician. came 
from TraYerse Cit;1- on the same boat wllid1 
brought :\Ir. Rose's stor·k of g-oods. He was 
in poor health, !mt liked the atmosphPrP 
so \Yell tlmt he camped ont 011 the lakP 
shore. In XoYember. the 111011th after the 
Grarnl Rapids & Indiana road reached the 
loc-alitY. lle sent to Tnwers0 City for his 
family·.· B~- .Tannary 1, 1874. a fn{me shack 
lrnrl lieen ereetecl by the Doctor which he 
c-alled tlw Hose Honse. This "-as the first 
J10tel of Petoskey's 11nmerons 1n·o_gen;1- and 
from it clPYelopecl the Occiclcntal. Dr. Little, 
l10we1-er. its builder, was not permittf'll to 
,see the transformation of the region, but 
r1ied at Granll Rapids. ::\'oyemlwr rn. 1875. 
]n the prPYions :rear, 1873, he had issued the 
first newspaver of the county, the "Petos
key City \Yeekl>- TimPs," a small four by 
six inch vnver 1Yhich died ·with its first 
e(litfrm. 
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Thl' first wliitP ehilcl IJoru in the vil
!agp was a (lan,d1tpr to :\Ir. aud Mrs. Sta11-
le~· Cartl'r. 

At millnight, DecpmlJer H1. 18,:l. tllP 
first traiu Pnterecl Petoskey amiLl the loml 
shouting· ancl merry-making of lot:al eiti
zens. The train macle the trip in time to 
keep its t:outrad. In 1882 the road wac< 
comp!Pted to ::\Iat:ldnaw City. 

lu 18H the real history of '·Petoskey" 
begins aucl "Hear HiYer'' failes into hist01'.y. 
Soou aftl'r the hotel wns completell. the 
Post Office at Bear RivPr "'HS cliscoutinnecl 
anll the mail earriecl anoss the river in a 
cigar box ancl tunlPcl over to Dr. LittlP. 
who had just receiYecl bis conunission as 
thP vostnrnster of the ne,Y Petoskey Post 
Offil-c. :\Ir. Porter was the former post-

mastl'r. Jollu L. Shaw, tlw Grand Rapids 
c·apitalist aml Arehibalcl ::\fr::\Iillan, a rail
road eontrador, hacl platted the town in 
'TH hut it wa;, not n'eorclecl. The original 
Yillage plat was macle lJy H. 0. Rose iu 
18H. ,uul ::\Ic::\lillan':,; vlat was recorder, 
later as an atlllition. 'l'raim; hegan rnnuin:: 
regularly late in the :-spring aml in tll2 
enrly :-mmmer ]'ox & Rose l>nilt tlw firnt 
clock. 

Dr. J. Cnslmrnu eamp nv from Otsego 
aud built the t,Yo-story :structure \Yllkh 
gre,Y into the famous Cushman Honse. 

'l'llE' first railroad agPnt came iu the 
svriug- of 'H bnt dill not fill the bill aml 
a little later a wide-awake, frec-klecl-fac·c• 
lacl, ::\1. F. Quaintance was sc11t up in hi,-; 
place arnl for a long time he clicl the p11tirP 
,l,usiness. freight, ticket aml telegrnphiu,c:;. 

Celebrating the Fnurth .. Backgrounc1 is l\ll.itchell Street .. About 1879 
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Amoug others who :settled in Petoskey 
in lSH were 0. D. Tracy, H. G. Wait, 
Uharles Carmichael. Austin Bunnell, Lute 
C. Y\'atsou and James Buckley. 

The '·Democrat" ,mid of ·74: "At tlmt 
time the entire white population of the 
county could not exceed 150 souls ,Yithin 
-its borders. Of these about 125 were lo
cu ted in Petoskey, two families at Cross 
,-mage, one at Brutus and the ,balance at 
Little Traverse. How we would like to 
victure to our readers the appearance of 
the Yillage. Not a street graded, stumps and 
logs pushed aside far enough to admit a 
team passing along with care. Not a rod 
of sidewalk in the village, not a lot fencell 
and nearly all the houses standing npou 
vegs. deYoid of paint or chimneys, ,vith 
tl1e light shining· through the cracks wheu 
tl1e lamps were ligl1ted in the ernning. Only 
a few Jrnil(ling;; on Lake street. On :ilitcllell 
street not a building west of the railroad 
.-xcept a half roof shed that stood near 
where the bank now stands .. To the east
ward one could throw a stone from the 
rnilrom1 almost to the furtherst l10use or 
lmildiug. X o regards "·as paid to streets 
h~· teams or foot passengers, for all went 
the nearest possible way to reach the de
sired 11oint. The entire Yillage was simply 
a few straggling scattering shanties, that 
to lJe dignifierl by the name of "1·illage·• 
would almost be a libel upon the name." 

The year 1875 gaye the settlement a 
genernl lnrniness start. Early in the winter 
the first lawyer arrived in the person of 
D. R .. Jm:lin, "·ho had already heen a 
vioneer at Alpena and Cheboygan. On April 
:~o. the first number of tile ''Emmet Conuty 
Dl•mocrat" was issued by Rosalie Rose and 
J,wal hai,11enings conunenced to ,!Je recconlecl. 
111 August of that year the status of Petos
ke;1· was summarized as follows: 118 houses. 
three hotels, ten stores, six saloons, one 
llnkery, a lilacksmith shop. two physicians, 
t11·0 law;1·ers, two churches, three lime kiln,; 
and one manufacturer about to start 011er
ations with three clams across the riYer. 
8hortl~- after this summary was made tlw 
new scchool buiWing was finished on Howard 
1'treet and the first grade schools placed in 
r·lrnrge of Charles S. Hampton. aftcrwanls 
ulitor of the "HarJ10r Springs Imlepenclent.•· 

So rapid w,rn the grmvth of PetoskPy 
tliat in the fall of 1878, the question of in
<·orporating- the ,-illage ·began to he agitated. 
On Xon'mlJer 30, 1878, a public meeting was 
Jwld at :iicOarty's Hall for the purpose of 
taking- a etion in tile direction of o IJtaining 
a charter. A committcP consisting of .John 
G. Hill. II. 0. Rose. A. S. Lee. iY. :iI. 
EYl'rctt and Georg·e S Riclunom1 "·as ap-
1iointerl to dn1ft a nw1i of the territory to 
Jw incorporated and take such other stq1;, 
HF- \Yere n0ces~n ry 

Hon. C' . • J. Pniltlrnrp, l'l'ln·psentatiye in 
the ledslatnre from this <listriet. lrn<l clrnrg·e 
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of the matter, and in l'el.Jrtrn ry, 187U, se
cured the passage of a bill granting the 
charter to the village. 

There were three tickets in the field 
at the first village election held in April, 
1879. Victorious were; H. 0. Rose, president; 
L. C. ·watson and C. B. Henika, trustees; 
Thomas Quinlan, treasurer; ill. :w. Quain
tance, clerk; Abner S. Lee, assessor; Isaac 
L. Austin, street commissioner; and Joseph 
A. C. Rowan, constable. 

On i\Iay 13, 1881, the citizens of this 
village, after having rejected the proposal 
two months previous, voted to ,bond the 
village for $15.000 for construction of the 
original waterworks. It was also during this 
year that the village schools were gracl0cl 
under the laws of the state. Thomas A 
Clayton was the first principal umlPr th,, 
system. The new postoffice was establi;.;lw 
on the corner of Lake and Howard Rtn•0t:s 
the laying of the first iron 011 tlw Harlw.· 

S1>rings railroad uranch started nnd the 
organization of the hook and ladder fir:c 
eompany. 

The Arlington Hotel formally opPnPLl 
in the vear 1882. 1\T. L. Curtis and Jame~ 
H. Wyiie purchased Quinlan interest in 
·waclltel & Quinlan, Bankers, changing 
nmne to Curtis, "'achtel & ,vylie. 

The G. A. H. held their initial meetin.:.: 
in the Clifton House preparatory to or
ganizing a local Post in 1883. The Emmet 
County Pioneer Association, which is still 
fnnetioning, was started in the same year. 

The first Bell telephone wirP>' \Wl'P 

set up in Emmet county February 22. 18S4 
along with the clearing of the gronml for 
tlw tn11110ry at Kegomic. 

Lornl ovtion, which had been adopted 
iu Emmet county, was declared nneonsti
tntional in this city fifty years ago. 

('mmable Fish Market ... Built on '\Vaterfront 
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ln 181.J2 the Chicago null ·west :\Iiclli
gan railroad extended its lines to Petoskey 
after many difficulties and hardships lay
ing the track along the west shore of Lake 
Michigan from Traverse City. The city 
nicled tbe C. and \V. R.R. in landscaping the 
grnnmls around the c1epot and it is at thi:s 
writing one of the pretty parks of tlle dt;1·. 
Petoskey is today the northern terminal of 
tl1is railroad. 

In the year 1895 a contrnct was let 
J_1y the goyernrnent for the construction of 
a !Jrakcwater at Petoskey. It was during· 
this year that the fanciful "sea serpent'' 
~tory originated. 

In 18!-lG Petoskey was incorpornterl as 
a city. 

:lfother Smoke ... About 1880 

The Emmet County seat was ch,rngeLl 
from Harbor Springs to Petoske;1' in tlw 
year 1902. Petoskey built a $40.000 court 
house am1 leased the building to the count;1· 
for fifty years. Offices of the rnm1icivalit;1· 
aml connty were diYided. Headquarters for 
the fire rlevartment \Yere located in the 
Jmsement of tlle lmilcling, ju;;t as it is torlay. 

~im,e the turn of the centm·;1· the Cit;1· 
of l'eto"key has eyolYPd from a mecca of 
a few hny feyer vatients to a thriYin;, sum
mer nml winter vlnygrouml. 

This eity is one of the vioneers in tlle 
fielrl of nrnnicival administrn tion. As early 
ns mm the city manager form of cit~- goY-
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ernmeut was adopted, and in 1924 the char
ter was revised which made it compulsory 
for the city manager to possess a civil 
engineer's degree. 

The first city manager hired nuder the 
new arrangement was P. T. Mitchell, who 
still holds that position after a term of 
thirteen years. 

'l'he Petoskey Chamber of Commerce 
was incorporated in 1920 with the following 
leading business men as founders. John L. 
A. Galster, George iY. McCabe, Norman 
Wells Sr., A. B. Klise, George Danser. 
George i\IcManus, 0. J. McMahon, William 
J. McCune, Leon Chichester, Morgan Curtis, 
Eugene L. Hose, J. Bain, John Lake and 
William Wirt Rice. 

'l'his organization was less than a year 
old when they purchased the site of the 
old Arlington Hotel. The city undertook to 
develop these grounds into a fine city park, 
doing extensive landscaping and beautifr
ing. In 1928 they built two concrete tennis 
courts there for the enjoyment of local and 
summer visitors, and in 1932 added another 
court with shuffle ,board. The Arlington 
Park development has been one of the 
city's most ,lJeautiful additions. 

The Chamber of Commerce and the City 
Council asked for the establishment of a 
state park in 1921 to take care of the in
coming campers. The desired property, ex
cept for a section known as the Seavy 
property, was secured west of the city. 
Joseph Magnus of Cincinnati and Oden 1rnr
ehased the ground for $2,500 and donated 
it to the city. The park was named in his 
honor for this civic gesture. The city pur
chased an additional 21 acres from R. C. 
Ames in 1927 and increased the Magnus 
State Park to its present size. The state 
has complete jurisdiction and the operation 
of the park due to the presentation of thP 
land to the state for park purposes. It now 
possessPs all modern ronveniences for either 
tent or trailer facilities. 

In 1925 the last remains of the Petoskey 
Zoo WPre removed. The animal park, as it 
was called, was located at the present sitP 
of the iVinter Sports Park. Early in the 

C:f!Htury it was well stoc:ked with iute:·est
ing animals, but due to the high cost ol' 
operation it became a debit rather than 
au asset to the municipality. li'rom that 
time ou to the present day it has been 
beautified and develo11ed into one of the> 
most complete winter sports havens in the 
country. The National Amateur Outdoor 
Speed skating races liave been held there 
for a number of years. There am fac:ilitie.s 
there for practically every kind of outdoor 
winter recreation. 

];'rom a sanitary point of view, the year 
192U found that a new method of sewagP 
disposal had to he devised. Ever since> tl1e 
early settlement of the city the sewagf' had 
emptied into the mouth of Bear Rh-er. At 
a cost of $73,000 a modern method of 
:,;ewage elimination was installed uf'ar Bear 
RiYer which has a capacity of oyer a mil
lion gallons of sewage every clay. 

The same year, 1929, the City purchas
nl two other pieces of property that wen• 
cle:stined to contribute further to the de
yelopment of Petoskey. The i\IcManus pr?V
PrtY iuclucling the power clam from wluch 
the· 'city had purchased electricity with 3;, 
ac·res of Bear River frontage at a cost of 
$175,000; and the Municipal Dock from 
the Great Lakes Transportation Company. 

The years of world-wide depressio11 
did not affect Petoskey as it did the ordin
ary city. During those trying years three 
a&litions were made to the public grouncl, 
and institutions that are the pride of local 
dtizens. First, through the inflncn('f' of 
,John L. A. Galster and thP Chamber ot' 
Commerce. Petoskey received a new co11-
erete ,bridge across Bear River from tlw 
Htate Highway Department. The estimatet1 
eost was $250,000. Secondly, the Fedf'ral 
government improved the brealnYater af_ter 
the dock has been purchased by tllP nty 
In 1931 a concrete fill was made over tile 
olrl hrealrn·ater cribs. 

A major improvement durin::( tlw de>
pression years was the constrnetion of the 
new combination gymnasium and Central 
grade school with extensive remoclclinp; to 
the Hiid1 School. This in 1929. Petoskpy now 
hal'l m;e of the best equipped edueational 
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in the :'.\liddle "\Vest. The cost of 
n·nture was a bonded indebtness of 

$:!G0.000. 

fn 1933 the n€ecl for additional eledrk 
was seen by the City Council fol

Ly orders for the construction of a 
JJ(•w hydro-power plant on the site of the 
oM varier mill on B€ar River. The property 
Jin<l been acquired in the M:c:\lanus pur
drnse of '29. A modern, automatic operat
iug· plant was installed at a cost of $65,000 
nm1 named "Mitchell Dam" in honor of our 
111·e;sp11t city manager. This power plant is 
enpable of producing 1,000,000 kilowatts 
11er year. 

At this stage of history all city offices 
wen• sea ttercd throughout the town. The 
m'ec1 to centralize these agencies was ap
parent. Arrangements were made with the 
:\lichigan Tanning & Extract Company in 
lml4 to purchase their Petoskey office 
J1nildi11,g on Lake-street. ·with this 
rmrdrnse the city acquired acreage on 
the shore of Little Traverse Bay, three 
miks north from the city, which has been 
improved into the Municipal Bathing Beach. 
The total amount of money involved, in
cluding the purchase of the Petoskey builcl
in,:. fully equipped, and the bathing beach 
prn1wrty was S25,000. 

At the present time new developments 
whieh will add greatly to the advantages 
(,f this city are underway. 

Throi1gh the efforts of summer resi
dents and local citizens, a new S315,000 
Little Traverse Hospital is now under con
struetion on the west side. It will replace 
the antiquated Petoskey Hospital ancl will 
<"Ontain 62 beds. 

;i:Q0.000 has been spent by the Lock
\Ynorl Hospital Association for a new ac1-
,r1ition to their hos11ital, which allows 48 
11,,rls \Yith modern conveniences. 

City crews are now working on the 
llf'W Public 1Yorks building on Lake-st. 
"'hich will cost an estimated $91,000. In 
this lmilding 'i'l'ill be found distribution con
trol of the light and water departments, 
offices for the superintendents of these 
<ilq,nrtments. and a large garage for rnnnici-
11al trneks. It is expected that this structure 
will he finished some time in August. 

Tlw Petoskey Chamber of Commerce. 
Mter years of effort, received official 
. ~anetion to improYe the Petoskey water
front which is expected to be completed 
b~· this time. The City Council appropriated 
$2.fiOD to build a rubble-nlound wall along 
rhc entire waterfront, provide for a wading 
pool for children anl'I general landscaping 
nf the property. This amount was sup
plemented by a 1VPA grant. 

Petoskey is far ahear1 of many cities 
in rnad construction with over 22 miles 
of good concrf'te paving in the city. 
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:::lofthall has gTO\Yll to the major sport 
in this city since its inception four years 
ago when two local men, Hobert -woodruff 
and Floyd Rose organized four teams under 
the FERA program. Such keen interest 
was shown in this new sport on the State 
Street diamond that at the end of the first 
year ten teams had been organized umler 
the superYision of i\fr. Rose. Pla~-ers had a 
lighted fielrl in 1935 and became affiliatell 
with the :\Iichigan Sofbball Association. 
Petoskey leads this district of eighteeu 
counties in the fast growing- sport in whieh 
three hundred local young men partidpatell 
last year, sending three Petoskey teams as 
distriet drnmpions to eompete in the stn tl' 
tournament at Lansing. The ne,Y Munieival 
Softball Diamond on the lake front was 
decliea tell in the summer of 193(i aml is 
under tlle supenision of :\fr. Rose \Yl10 is 
now clistriet commissioner. assisted !Jy Ezra 
D. Coy, 1YP A director. · · 

By the time of tlle Homecomiug aml 
Fourth of July celebration the new fire 
truck should l~aYe arriYed, displacing the 
old Lal<'rance which has 1been in serYil'P for 

uwre than ~-! Yearn. Till' ne\Y truck has a 
1mmver fittell · that is eapable of forcin.~· 
7:30 gallous of water a minute. The cab 
vart of tlw 11e\Y truck is entirely endospd 
aml fully et1uipped for any fire-fighting 
PlllPrgenc·y. 'l'his ue,Y, modern streamlinecl 
mnc·hinP assnre,; pro1:ert,\' owner,< in the 
l'Ptoskey rpgion of reliable fire prntection. 
Jt might hP added that the Yolunteers that 
C-Olllj)ON(' tilt' fil'P llP1mrtment de8PrYP rPCOg
nition for tlle sen-ices they offer the city. 
Two members arP full time emplo~-ees, 
Chipf .James Blaek nnrl Chris :\Iyer,;, driYer. 
Tlw follO\Ying- thirteen men stand ready to 
rlro11 tlu•ir lmsines:,; to answPr the fire bell: 
,John Conklin. a::<:,;"t C'l1ipf: "-illimn :::lclrnllPr, 
:-;pc·1·et111j·: ,Jolln "-ooclP11. trPa:mrer: :\lilo 
1YooclP11, L:nm l',tnl, A. :\l. West. Halph 
Lnnhrieli. Yinton Thomvson, Leo Pember
to11. HPlll'r 8,·lmPttlPr. ElmPr LawrC'll('l', 
L~·lp Parrish and I\"ornrnn KPlson. 

ThP Hotnrr l'luh rmrehasPcl a scenic 
lor·atiou on higlrn·ay :\I-131 south of this 
eit,\· \Yltic·ll was lanclseaped for the lwnPfil 
of thosP rlPsiring- true scenic beaut)-. 

Olc1 Mitchell §t,reet Bridge ... Built hJ PriYate Subscription in 1880 
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Tlle past thfrt~--eight yParn ham sec'll 
llHlll;I' impnffPlllP!lt>, for the !JettPrmeut 
of tlw munieivality. Capit~tl is flowing 
frpel,1- into tlll' lmildiug of ue1Y lmsiness 
PntervrisPs and hetter homes. 

Trnh- it mny l>e ;.mid that Petoskey is 
keeping im('P with motleru times. · 

Emmet County 

The City of Petoskey is locatecl in the 
Count~- of Emmet, whic-11 County, m; at 
present c-onstitntecl. emllrac·es sixtPen town
ships. hnt wlwn first orgnnizecl nnrll'l' tlH· 
present 11nme> there were lmt three. Bear 
Creek. Little 'l'ra Yerse and La Croix or 
Cros,,: Yillagl', as it is now callerl. 

"Henry Crowles" two-maste·r 

The firnt attemvt to organize this ter
riton- was in 18±0. when the Jc-gislatnn· 
laid · off thl' ponnty of Toneclagena, ('0Yer
ing· the territmT now known as Emmet. 
ai{c1 thl' county ~f Kishkonko. 1101Y ClrnrlP
HliX- )Jo fnrtl~er action was takPn nt that 
time. howeYer. and in 1843 the nnnws 1n•r 
changed to EmmPt, in honor of the elot1nent 
Irish patriot. and ClrnrleYoix, to vrevetuatt• 
the memory of the cleyont Frenl'h Jesuit 
anll explo1:er 1Yho traYersecl thi:.; ;sec·tiou 
nt an earlr date. 
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Aside from changing the names, noth
!llg was done toward an organization until 
1847, when the township of Peaine, on 
Beaver Island, was organized, and three 
different attempts made to elect officers, 
but without success, doubtless owing to 
the :Mormon troubles then existing on the 
island. In 1851, however, the Mormons 
elected all the officers and had full control 
of affairs. In the winter of 1853 James J. 
Strang, the Mormon chief, was representa
tive in the state legislature, and had an 
act passed uniting the counties of Emmet 
and Charlevoix under the title of Emmet 
County. The act set the place for canvas
sing the votes of the first election at St. 
James, Beaver Island. There were three 
townships, Peaine and Galilee, which in
cluded all of what was formerly Manitou 
county, Charlevoix and Emmet. 

The Mormons remained in full control 
of affairs and this was distasteful to the 
people on the mainland, the dissatisfaction 
culminating in 1855, when under the leader
ship of Theodore Wendell of Mackinaw, 
and John S. Dixon of Charlevoix, a bill 
wns passed in the legislature which or-

ganized the county of Emmet, leaving out 
the island where the Mormons held sway. 
The first election in this county was held 
;1t Little Traverse, now Harbor Springs, 
in June of 1855. Under the provisions of 
this act the townships of Little Traverse, 
Bear Creek. Lacroix and Mackinaw ·were 
organized, but there being no white in
habitants in the latter territory, no elec
tion was held and the organization lapsed. 
"\Yith the original territory embraced in tb.e 
township of Charlevoix, the new county 
included four townships. 

1Vith the creation of the new county 
of Emmet arose the question of the county 
seat. 

It appears to be conceded that the 
legislature at the time of organizing the 
county gave the board of supervisors the 
power to locate the county capitol. It has 
'11een disputed that they did so, and it is 
a fact that no such resolution appears on 
the records; but a certificate of such ac
tion has been discovered which was maclP 
hy Andrew Porter, then chairman of the 
board, and certified to by the county clerk. 

Old Arlington Hotel ... Built in 1882 
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which sets forth that on the !.!7th day of 
April in 1857, the board 1by unaminous vote, 
established the county seat at 1,ittle Tra
verse. in 1858, however, the legislature, by 
enactment, located the county seat at i\IacK
inaw City, although the county business 
continued to be transacted at Little 'l'ra
verse, where all the records remained. The 
act was, however, repealed in 1861, At
torney General Jacob i\I. Howard havin.~ 
pronouneed it unconstitutional. 

The county seat remained at Little 
Traverse up to 1867 when Charle,·oix b2-
came a contestant for the honor, and the 
board by a two-thirds vote, submitted the 
question of removal to the people, the 
election resulting in a vote of 148 for n·
moval and 99 against. It was discm·ered. 
however, that eighty-five of the voters fo 
remontl had been cast "for the remon1! 
of the county site," im;tead of county scat 
and the board resolved, "tha t in its opinio11 
this was a mistake, and that if the pro
ceedings so far had been legal, tl\ere was 
a majority for removal, and that in such 
case the county seat should be removed" 
1but the vote as canvassed was simply d> 

removal, no place being named. Thoc;e '.r
regularities have been the cause of c:011-

siderable trouble regarding this delicate 
subject. The board met on October 15, but 
the claim is made on behalf of Harbor 
Springs that they failed to order the rt'
llloval of the records. 'l'he records were 
not removed from Little Traverse. On th,• 
other hanrl, it is asserted and 11ot disputed 
that the board of supervisors held sessions 
as Charlevoix, that tax sales were held 
there, that court met there, and that at 
least a large number of the people recog
nized Charlevoix as the county seat. 

During this time there was mauy ex
citing occurrences. Dennis T. Downing of 
Little Traverse, the county clerk, being· 
susvected of hiding the seal and some of 
the records which mysteriously disappeared. 
was named in a warrant for embezzlement. 
This first county seat fight was ended. 
howe.-cr. ,by the organization of Charlevoix 
as a separate county in 1869, and the hidden 
seal and records came out from retirement 
and were once more placed at Litt.le Tra
verse. while Charlevoix remained the county 
seat of that portion of the territory. 

'l'here is an unsettled dispute as to 
the leg-illity of the proceedings here record
ed, which resulted in the introduction of 
a bill before the legislature to submit the 
question of removal to Petoskey. 

As is usual!~' the case in new counties. 
the first official business was transacted 
in a quite informal manner. The first meet
ing of the board of supervisors of the 
count,. which then embraced the Beavers 
and C:"harlevoix, was held in 1855. On1~· 

one supervisor had been elected, however. 
Charlernix being the only township that 
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took any interest in "politics" at the spring 
election, and Galen B. Cole was consequent
ly the only supenisor on the !Joanl. '.l'hi;,; 
did not seem to trouble him, however, as 
in the fall Mr. Cole proceeded to organize 
several new townships, moving, ;,;u11porti11g 
,mcl putting all neee;,sary motions himsPlf 
the county clerk certifying to the correct
ness of the proceedings, whid1 -were don!Jt
less legal enough, being passed by a "nrn
jority of the supenisors elected." There 
is no record of this first meeting, however. 
so just what township Mr. Cole organized 
remains in doubt, and the first recorded 
meeting was that held in 1857. The prind
val ,business then being to draw mileage aml 
adjourn. After the division of tl1e territory 
am! organization of Charlevoix County in 
1869. the townshi11s of Elmmet County re
mained as at that time until 1876, ,-,-hen to 
the then organized tow11shi11s of Bear Creek, 
LittlP Traverse and Cross Vallage were 
nrl<lerl the 11recincts of l<'rieudsllip, :\Iaple 
HiYer. Bliss and Pleasantview. 

ln 1877 the legisla tnre ere a ted tile 
tmn1shivs of Headmoml and Littlcfielcl. 

t 'enter wa:-; orgm1ized !Jy the super
visors in 1878, ,rnd in 187D the snpcnisors 
organized Carv Lake. Eggleston was adclecl 
to the list in 1884 by the lJOard of super
vi,;on,, which township was later changed 
to :\IcKinley. 

Sinee that timP the townships of Re
smt, ~pringvale, 1Vawatam and 1'{est Tra
verse ha YP compl0ted the file of sixteen 
tmi-nshi11s in this county. 

Peto:-;key was incorporated as a Yillage 
in 18,!l and took the role of a dty sixteen 
yearn later. "\Vith the four su11en-isors 
re1n·esenting that number of wards in this 
eitr niHl one from the cit~- of Harbor 
Springs, the num!Jer of super--dsors totals 
twenty one. 

C. R. \'fright was named the first Em-
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met clerk in the first eleetion in Xon·miJPr, 
1855, after l!eing set off from the Bea 1·ers. 
Other officers included: A. J. Blackbirtl. 
register; J. G. Turner, probate judge am! 
Thomas Smith, sheriff. The highest num
ber of ,otes cast at this election was fort~·. 

First Postoffice 

The development of the Petoskey 
vostoffice dates from January of the year 
1874, when it was transferred from the 
mission farm, being known then as the 
Bear Creek postoffice. 

Petoskey had become incorporated as 
a village. The Grand Rapids and Indiana 
Railroad had laid its rails that far, al
though as yet no train had passPd ovPr 
them. so becoming the logical point for 
Uncle ::-lam's postoffice a cigar box was 
made the repository of the aceumulated 
mail. Dr. 1Yilliam Little was appointl' l 
postmaster and the cigar box took its 
position in the drug store owned and oper
ated by Dr. Little in connection with his 
practiee. 

During the fin;t ~-ear the mail wa;-; 
brought overland by Indian carriers. lmt 
by the summer of 1874 trains were in O!l
eratiou and in the autumn of that year 
'began the carrying of the mails. From thL, 
time on the office lJPcame the rlistrilmtiug 
point for a te1:ritory cxtcmling as far norti1 
as Sault Ste. Marie and east ancl wc:st to n 
eonsiclerable distance. the mea1rn of trans
portation heing goYernment stages. 

During the year 1874 there was au 
influx of l10me-sr'ekers. ,\Iany homesteads 
were taken 1111 in the adjacent country, tlw 
population of the Yillag-e was c·m1sirlPra,lJ,y 
increasp(l aml the cigar box was sul)plnntr-rl 
b~· more commoclions c1uarters. fnllr two 
by four feet in climensiou. 

By 1875 the office lrnrl grmYu to the ex
tent of Ol'Cllp)·ing the entire rr-ar of tlll' 
drug store. ,\frs. Little ,vns appoin(·p(l tlepnt)· 
postmnster. 

At the ,1·imlmY ,1pvenrPl1 clHily n most 
getero,:,;euPon:s set of IJPO[lle-tlw hanlr. 
honw-seekcr. the rol'ing trnl)l)Pr. tlle milil 
cliscipl0 of Izaak ,Ynlton. lmt most· in
teresting of all-the 1rntiYe Indian. ,Ynl)lllL'll 
in tlwir blankets the, wonlcl stalk in with 
their lettern written ·in rolls of J,irl'h bn rk 
and. inYesting; in stmu11etl enYPlo,1es ( th~)· 
would have no other). woulcl lJl'Ol'Ped t,, 
inscriliP the arlrlress iu nsually a most 
legiblP h:mrl. "The writing or' ,\lnrgarr-t 
S1noke. an ag;ecl ~r1naw ... ,Yas as perfect a~ 
anY I lHlYe eYPr seen'', wrote :\Irs. LittlP. 
"i"'hen the solemn rite of Yisitin_g· the post
office ,vns intrnstecl to the g·eutler mem
ber of tllf' family she usnall~· came ,1,earin·, 
on her llal'k her vapoose strnvvecl to n 
hoard nrnl I hnve fr0quPntlr seen ~ix nnrl 
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dght of these ba'bies leaning against the 
wall blinking with sharp beady eyes at 
all that was passing." 

On November 19, 1875, occurred the 
death of Dr. Little. His wife was appointed 
to fill his position as postmaster. Soon it 
became necessary to move into larger 
quarters, and in the spring of 1876 a store 
building was rented and for the first time 
in the hi,;tory of Petoskey the U. S. Post 
Office wrn,; domiciled by itself. 

cinl start they neeclecl. From that time on 
the adrancement along all lines was more 
rnpid. 

The salary was purely on a commission 
,basis and during the first year amounted 
to a total of one thousand three hundred 
dollars. 

Robert D. 'l'ripp, present postmaster, 
resumed that office on July 1, 1935, 
following the death of George 1V. 

Oicl i\Iichva,y . . • Before 1895 

Steadily gTOiYing, there was installed 
in 1877 a money order department which 
in a \Yay became the banking institution of 
the community. As there were as yet no 
lianks, it was introduced at a most op
vortune time for in 1878 there settled 
aown oYer the region great flocks of l)igeons 
attracting the attention of trappers and 
for fully three months the amounts lrnn
rllecl through the money order department 
were almost phenominal for an office of 
its class. In passing it might be well to 
mention that this visitation of the pigeons 
greatly enhanced the prosperity of the 
commmiity, giYing to many just the fimm-

McCabe. i\Ir. Tripp is sai<l to be the only 
natiYe son ever appointed. Alden Genshaw 
is assistant. 

'l'he Petoskey Post Office is listed fl s 
first class. Actual stamp sales for 1937 
was $48,226.29. 

Post Office Station No. 1, was establish
ed in the present location in the i\Iinthorn 
lmilcling on Liberty Street i\Iay 1, J\Jo:3 
and ,1fter moving about in 1906 and 1907 
\Yas returned to the former location in 
Hl07 umler the direction of 1V. B. i\Iintllorn, 
who is still in charge. 
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Old Indian Church 

The re<:oastruction of the '"Old Indian 
Clmrdt" on ,Yest Ln!,e ;:it. was completed 
:,;evernl yearn ago. Indians of l'etoskeJ· 
undertook the rl',:;toration of the venerable 
old eclifit"e. It will be remembered that the 
lmliam; of Petoskey formed au organiza
tion 1trnler tl~e title '".:\[ a-wauclji-idi-wiu 
Te-kak-,vi-tlm" whiclt means "a society 
that puts things in order.'' 

The quaint olcl structure ·was erected iu 
18GD to sene the Indians who settled on 
the south shores of Little Traverse Bay. 
'l'hey <:ame from the great Indian village 
stretching from the north shore of tile 
!Jay beginning with Neuye L'Abre Croclw 
(:\"ew L"A1bre Croche, now Harbor Springs) 
to the northward along the shoreline ter
minating at Yetus L'Abre Croche (Old L"
Allre Croel1e) now .:\liclclle Yillage. I/AlJre 
Croche is the I<'reucll translation of the 
lndia11 \\-.--a-ga-ua-kis-ing-- 1nea11i11g ''The 
plac-c• of the Crooke-cl Tree Tov.'' 

Thus clown throug)J. the file> of time 
the vista of ewnts leacl to the little clrnrcl1 
loc-atecl on the "sanely margm on the 
Little Tnwerse shores. The first vale face~ 
to look upon the waters washing the ~l1urc~ 
of .:\Ud1iga11 were Samuel de Clrnmplain. 
his twelve travvers, and a Franciscau. 
Father Josevh Le Caron, O.F.:U. This was 
iu 1(,14 whl'n De Champlain left thl' mis
sionary faH1er with the Huron Indians 
for the »·inter "'hile he made a military 
PXpC'r1ition with the aid of the Hurons into 
the country of the .:\Iolrnwks . .:\Iission estab
lishments sprung up among the Indians in 
clue time. .:\Iissionary priests entl'recl tlH· 
'IYa-g,m-na-kis-ing region at a ;-ery C'arl~· 
clat·r·. records of baptisms dating back to 
1603. 

In the 18th century missionary actiYity 
,,·as more firmly established in the T1'a-ga-
1rn-kis-i11g· Yillage in our present Emmet 
county. A French priest Du Jannay serving 
the ;-illage with regular yisits from 1742 
to 17GG. l<'or a period there were no regular 
Yisits until 179D when Father Gabriel 
Ridiarcl, later the first congressman from 
this clistrict. vaid a yisit ancl others later 
on up to 1821. In 1825, on July Hlth a little 
clmrcl1 erected by the Indians at Seven 
T\Iile Point was dedicated by ReY. Yincent 
Frnncis Badin. This was the second church 
bnilt for the Ottawa Indians in their vil
lag·e of "'.a-ga-na-kis-ing the first having 
been built at the foot of the bluff about a 
mile south of the present i\Iidclle Yillage 
clmrch many ~-ears 1before. 

The third church built in the Yillage 
of "'a-ga-na-kis-ing was at its southern encl 
the Xeu;-e L'Abre Croche the present Har
bor Springs. This church was erected to
gether with a sehool by Father De Jean in 
182D. During- his stay at New L'Abre 
Croche 1831:1833 Father Baraga, later the 
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first Bishop of ::\Iarquette, established a 
dmrch at Cross Village and another on 
tlie site of the present JUiclcUe Village 
church including several others elsewhere 
beyond the confines of Emmet county. 
Tllese three churches, St. Anthony's (now 
Holy Cross) at Cross Village; St. Ignatius 
of Loyola, Middle Village; and Hol~· Child
lloocl at Haruor •Springs senecl the relig
ious needs of the Indians for seyeral years. 
In the late forties and the early fifties thP 
Indians from across the bay at Haruor 
Springs drifted over in large numbers from 
their ancient village of iVa-ga-na-kis-ing 
and settled around the :Uak-wa Sib-ing, 
the Bear River. It was during this period 
uf the fifties that the present "Old lm1iun 
Church" was erected. 

In 1884 the Little Indian Church in 
Petoskey was renoyated for the first time 
and ,vas in use until 1890, from then on it 
\Yas abandoned and its contents moyed to 
tlle Im1inn church nt Bay Shore. 

The Coming of the Pigeons 

'The first migrations of ,vild pigeons 
into 11ortl1ern Miclligan came in the spring 
of 1877 11·hen they arriYed in great flocks
so grr•:it as to actually cause darkness on 

the groum1 as tlley flew. They nested in 
('olonie~. and flew, sometimes many miles 
to feet1iug grounds. One of these nesting 
pluees was located Oil the shores of Round 
Lake, alJout ffre miles northeast of Petos
ke~·- Here were lmnclreds and hundreds 
of nests and arouHcl this spot came com
panies uf men ,vllo Hettec1 the pigeons. 

t~sing fish nets from 50 to 75 feet long, 
tl1eJ· fasteuetl one sirle of the uet securely 
Oil the ground, then raising the other side 
up aucl n t a sligl1t angle, they propped it 
iii vositiou with poles. 'l'o this a trip cord 
was fosteued whic:h ran !Jack to bushes 
l1<'11im1 whieh a man was waiting. The 
.~rou1H1 underneath the net was covered 
thickly with corn or grain, and as soon as 
the pigeons were settled the cord was pull
Ptl and the pigeons caught under the net. 

Crates made of lathe, four feet square 
nil(] dght inc-hes high ,Yerc used for ship-
1.iug. All pigeons hurt in the net or ones 
with feathers \Yet ,vere taken to a store 
Jmilc1ing in Petoskey aud picked, packed 
in barrels am1 shipped to Chicago ancl cities 
in the east. Men, women and children pick
t·tl pigeons for from 5c to 10c per dozen. 
All through the county homesteaders cle
eo~·p1] pigeons and sold them, bringing them 
in a fP1v tlollars in money that was sorely 

A Usual Scene ... Notice Stancling Lulmber 
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neeued at that time. :\lany families were 
saYed from actual want by tlrn coming of 
the pigeons. One pioneer, with one horse, 
tells of earning $5.00 per day by bringing 
the birds in from the nets. One time n 
whole boat load of live pigeons was ship
ved to Buffalo and used there in trav 
shooting. 

These migrations lasted only for two 
seasons and then the pigeons disappeared 
entirely. 

Bay View 

Outside the corporate limits of Petos
key, nnd yet a complete Yillage by itself, 
Bay Yiew occupies an unique position, 
combining the distinct features of a sum
mer resort, a religions campground, a sum
mer school ancl a hayfever sanitarium. 

In 1875 began the first talk of lorn ting 
tl1e camp ground of the 1\1. E. Association 
at this place. The land was then o,n1ed 
by a number of inclividuals, but Petoskey 
residents, realizing the advantages of a 
vcrma11ent state camp ground on that lo
c·ntion donated liberally to raise a subscrip
tion to purchase the site, the amount paid 
Jieing- nearly $3,000. The Grand Rapids & 
Indimrn Railroad Company agreed to fur
nish money to buy this land proYiding pay
ment for so doing would be guaranteed, 
"·llic-11 was clone by a few leading citize1is 
aml ns fast as the money was collected. 

Tlw rnilroad \Yns continued 
Yie,Y iu 1876 with the first 
llelrl August 1. 

to Bay 
meeting· 

Bay View comprises approximately 
fom· hundred acres with 450 leased lot., 
and oYer 440 summer homes. It contains 
ffre and one-half miles of macnllam ronch: 
aml eight ancl one-half miles of cement 
\Yallrn with a sewage and water s.n:tem 
reachiug eYcry cottage. 'l'he lighting s~·stem 
is mnwd mul 011eraterl by the Assor-iation 
nnd gns is nYailable to all parts of the 
grounrl. 

Present officers of the ~'cssociatio'l 
are: Ilng-h Kenned~•. Grand Rn11ic1s. presi
tlent: Charles '\Y. Fallaf's, PC'toske~·. Yi('t'-
1n·Psirlent: '\Y. G. :uccunc. Petoskey, secre
tan·: nml '\Y . .J. De Yo!, Lebanon. Inrliarn1. 
trensnrer. 

Petoskey Public Schools 

X o history of our city \Yonld be eom
p!PtP without an account of the organi
zation aml growth of its public selrnol 
~ystem. Xo institution is more intimately 
COll1J('(·tcf1 with 0111' ;.:rowth anrl pl'0,2:t'C'SS 
tl1:1H mu scl1ools. 

0. 
RADIO FRIGIDAI 
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The first public sclwol lwuse wa;,- lo 
cated between Lake and Bay streets and 
was built of boards placed perpendicularly 
with a gable roof and no chimney. A box 
stove with stovepipe through the roof and 
crude board benches and desks. The build
ing faced the southeast, disregarding the 
cardinal points. Its size was about eigh
teen by t,venty feet, and it was also used 
as a ehurch. town hall and for general 
public assemblies. The first teacher was 
Mrs. Rachel Oakley, who organized the 
first public school of Petoskey, Xovember 
18, 1874. The pupils were A'bbie Rose, Jen
nie Bunnell, Elizabeth Oakle~·. :\liss Hanna 

Om, c-f PetoRkey's Firsts 

Krussel, ,Jennie Tracy, Sarah i\Idlillnu. 
Hattie Petoskey, James Niles, ·wm Tracy, 
Jesse Trncy, Hazen Ingalls, Dyron Ingalls. 
Johu Dixon, Oscnr Krussel, Frank Knight, 
iYillimus i\Ic:\Iillnn, Colin Mc:\Iillnn. Ro
bert. Peter and David Petoskey. 

'l'hree are still rPsilleuts of Petoskey. 
Mrs. Ab1bie Rose Dnthrick, :\Irn. Walter 
Chrysler nnd i\Irs. J. Anderson. 

It was iu the winter anc1 spriug of 
1876 that selrnol was taught l>J· Mrs. Alle~'-

Tlw sc-11001 house was a rough board shanty 
erected among the logs and shrubs on Lake 
Street. The school was intermittent, the 
organization of the board illegal. J'.o ree
ords were kept. 

During that summer, these pioneers, 
who lived in the roughest of shanties scat
tered about through the woods or crowded 
in small rooms over stores, began to realize 
the necessity of a school. Several meetings 
were held, a piece of ground purchased 
"out in the woods," and after a sufficient 
spaee was cleared, a barn-like two Rtory 
building was erected on Howard Street. 

. . "Dael" Rm·k Leacling 

Iu XoYember of that year the first grade 
::wl10ol was organized J;y C. 8. Hampton as 
principal. assisted by Miss F. E. Burtch 
of Kew York. 'l'lw attPndance during the 
first year reached oYer one lmndrcd. 

l\Ir. Hampton ,Yns succeedPd the sPcoml 
year hy l\Ir. Ames, then by l\Ir. f-ln~'lor 
before the close of the ,;chool yC'ar. 

Althoug·h the school kept increasing in 
numbers, them were but two teachers em
vloyerl until the fall of '78 ,Ylwn :\Ir. Rnr-
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Ler \YHS <•mployed as 1n·i1Jd1ml with n-1·,, 
Rssistallh, tlle old bowling· nllcy at tlle liem1 
of tl!c t1ock stairs lJeillg fitted nv for a 
primary school room, with ::\liss Xellie 
Erig,~:s a:-3 teacher. During the sn111111er ui 
·7,, Hll addition was built to tlw liow,11'(1 
StrPet Jmillling: clonl.Jling its cavacity, mak
illg: four larg<, rooms. A. D. :Hetz \Yas en
gagc•rl as prirn.:ival in ·rn and taught ne,ll'l.Y 
twl) ~-ears. Tl1e atkmlanec inerease<l rnvi(l· 
l~-. and tlw fourth teacher \Ya,; -t'lll!Jloy(•.L 
:iml in the fall of '80 tile fift11 tcadwr wns 
1mt iu cllargP of a <kpartmcnt in a yacnnt 
store on Lake Street. T. H. Clayton sn·.> 
u•p(led :\Ir. ::\fotz as prindval, <·omvleting 
tlie year '81 and being re-eng,i:.;<•<1 tllf• fol
lo'win:J: yefl r. 

lt \\"HS <luring· the SUlllllWl' of '81 tlrnt 
a ".,11ncio11s" lli,gl! school lmilding was 
t'l'f)("fp(j, 

It was snvvosea tlrnt tllis 1Yonlll gin! 
nmvle room for years to come. Tlw :c:clw<>] 
lHnYe,·e1·. kPIJt pace with the stPntl,1· growt!J 
of Petoske,1·, and t\Yo large rooms we1·p 
ndckrl to Howard street i11- '85. 

It was during :\fr. Clayton's term tlla; 
:i\liss Frances Hurt wns secured to take 
elwrge of tlw vrinrnry work. 

J, T. Ewing followe<l :\Ir. Clnyt011 a.s 
snveri11tendPnt in ·s2 and rPmai110ll in 
clrnru-e of tlw schools fiYe years. He lni(l 
Hie foundation ·of onr pres0'11t system. ,1r
rang;ing for n course co Ye ring eleYPn ~~ear:-: 
T\'ork, TllP first class to grarlnate from tlw 
J1i;:d1 s<:1100! nmler Prof. Ewin_g wns a., 
follmw: 

\Class of '85 

Flom lhn·i,:, :uary B. Gnnmer, \Yi!li(' 
HitclH·<wk. Frank A. Howe, Fred A. HowP, 
E:lln Hut<-l1inso11. Jennie- Rei\Jert nml ::\Iartl1n 
Y'i'nrne. 

H. ( '. S11itler, snverintem1eut of Pe
toskp,1· Pnl1lie Sdrnol,: since ln23. still 
~Prn·s in that (·apacit,1·. Frauk R. Jncol1s 
is princival of Petoskp,1· IIigh S<'110ol. ::lfiss 
Alic<' :\I. YnnEYel',\' is princival of thP 
C'entrnl 8(']100] as wP!l n.s PlPnH·11t:11·,1· _grnrle
snperYisor. 

A toh1l of 1.3<iG students an· now at
tPmlin:.; ]Ol'al pn!Jlil- sl'110ols, diYi<lP(l a~ 
follnws: SPnior High, 333, post gradnatcc1 
5: ,Jnnior High, 334: Plementary grade,; in 
the Central, Lincoln, Sheridan am1 Edgc-
'\Y>l t Pl' sd10ols. 694. 

Tlw 1frese11t Hi1d1 School was remodPl
ed all(] tile iww CPntrnl School arnl _gym
irnsinm constrnde<l iii 1929. 

Frank McNamara, Owner 
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St. Francis School 

St. Frauds XaYier Parochial School 
dates back to .January, 1883. when the first 
resident pastor, Hev. Gustay Graf. estalJ
lished a one grade school in the rectory. 

Fr. Pius Xiernrnnu. 0.1<'.i\I., pastor 
from October, 1884, to the summer of 188,, 
erected the first school house in the year 
1885 and furnished one class room. 

I<'r. Xorllert ,Yilhem. O.F.J\I., built a 
thirty by forty foot addition for the seconcl 
grade in 188!J with Phillip Schmitt as the 
first teacher, assisted by l\Iiss Elizabeth 
Dunnigan of Lansing. The first Sisters, 
three in number from AlYerno, ,visconsin. 
came to this city in 1890. They were Sr. 
JU. Principia, Sr. Algidia, teacher, and Sr. 
Thi.cla. cook. 

~\ tliinl class room wns arldetl in 18'.J, 
during 11·hic-l1 yPar the ~istpr:,;' house. tlw 
liomr• of tlw sister;; had been macle a mon
nste1T lluriu~· that vcn r ll\· J<'r. Columbatt 
Yalp1;tiu anct the va~·~onag~ \YH~ re1nodt>lPtl 
into a re>sitlt•nee for the sisters. serYimi: ill 
tl!nt r·11pncity to the present tinw. ~ 

At pre,wut then• a re seYeu dw;s rum,t, 
\\·ith tenchern. a eouk and a music instrnl'
tor with Sister i\I. Eustacia as principal. 

Th·c lll'l'SPllt splendid t1Yo-ston· lmill1-
iug. with n frout of 107' feet aucl a devt11 
of (\.! fePt, wns erel'ted nmlPr Pm,tor HPv 
.J ollu Forest Curry in 1D2, at a cost of 
18[1,000.00. Ju ndclition to thr• dass rooms 
tlwre are tin ► kitchens. a gymnasium, 
parish hall, dining rooms. sewin;!: room ,rnll 
hoilpr quarters. 

Sinking First Crib to Petoskey Breakwater ... Contract let in 1895 
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Churches 

The First l'reslJyterian Cllnrd1 llf l\'
toskey has a history extending bad, to tile 
l:lear Creek :uission estatilished in 183:2. 
Soo11 after that tlie Presbyterian sodet:r 
·was duly organi7,etl and that society rcor
l:anized is now the First Pn,sbYteriau 
!_:Irnrch of Petoskey. In i\lay, 1875, lnticles 
of association were adopted and arrange
ments made to proceed at once with tlw 
builtling of a church and RPY . .John Hc>,l
vath of Cadillac came to Petoskey at the 
re,1uest of authorities to take clrnrg<'. ReY. 
E. P. Linnell is pastor. 

The 1Iet110tlist Episcopal Clmrch nlso 
dates back to missionary efforts am011g· 
the Indians. During the winter of 1874-73. 
ReY. George 1Y. Cole of Charle-voix. in 
charge of the church there, came here once 
icTery four weeks to preach to the Im1iaus, 
"IYho had a little log church jnst west of 
the -villnge, with a class of about a dozeu 
riersons. The foundation of the clrnrc·h wa,, 
laW in 187G. He-v. C. }J. Pollock is pastol'. 

'l'he l!'irst Bavtist Clrnrd1 was :<tartecl 
in 1Iay, 1881, and its full organization com
pletecl the following Angust with 11i11e mem
liers. ReY. John A. Ross is pastor. 

The Roman Catllolic Clrnrcc!J of Bear 
Creek was an early missionary station nml 
is mentioned in the earl~· histor~·- The 
weather-beaten house ·wllich was tlwir 
original place of worship on west Lake 
Street was rebuilt and now stam1s there. 
The small enclosure attached is the burial 
place. The present drnrd1, located at the> 
corner of HmYan1 and State streets. wn:< con
;;ecrated Thanksgi-ving Day, mos. H0Y. Fr. 
Donnlus ID-vers is pastor. 

Churches estalJlishel1 later with tll(' 
11resent pastors are: Enunanuel Episc-ov:11 
Church. Re-v. Edward ,s. Doan: First 
Christian Church, ReY. N. Y. ~Iattson: 
Srnngognc B'Kai Israel CongTeg-ation. Stn~ 
dent Rabbi Milton Sands; First Chnrd1 o:' 
Christ Scientist, 1Irs. Isa C. 1Imrn. First 
Reader, 1Irs. Gertrude Bursian. Sec-om1 
Reader: Emmanuel I~Yangelical all(l Re
formed Church, ReY . .J. A. KPller: Trinit.1· 
EYangelical Church, ReY. Edward F. BHiley: 
Sal-vation Army, Captain Albert Koc-11: 
Zion Enmgelic-al Lutheran Clmrc-11. Rey 
Y. FPlten: SeYenth · Day Al1Yentist Clrnrch. 
ReY. Leonard Lee: Pentecostal Mission. 
ReY. H. A. Daines; Church of tl1e Four 
Square Gospel. RPY. Clayton Banmm nml 
ReY. Erby Freeman: The A,1uari,m FPllow
shi11 Center, HeY. ~Iary 11. .Jon1nn. 

Little Traverse Bay 

Petoskey. 1mtional!y known for its 
Jwalthful climate arnl as a resort ,-enter. 
is located Oil t!JP ~onthern shore of LittJ,. 
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Tra ycrse Day uea r tllc northern extremity 
of the lower veuirnmla of ;'i1iel1igan. "LittlP 
Tra Yerne·· rPeeiYed its name from the early 
1''reuel1 Yo,n1gern who discoYered both the 
"Little TraYerne" and "Grand 'l'raYerse·· 
Bays, rnuning them La Petit 'l'raY<'l'S all(l 
La Grande.:: rl'raYer~. 

'l'he Ba~· itself is a delightful sheet of 
water. al.Jout fiYe b~· nine miles in extent. 
snrrotmded by an amphitheatre of llills 
and bluffs nvon which are perched the 
towns and Yilla.~·es which· lrnYe l.Jeeonw 
famous as both krnporan· ancl permanent 
dwellings. The 1D30 census of 5,740 for 
PPtoskey does not include the many thon-

'l'he l'lant is situated in the midst of 
tln· Comvany',; four lmndred and fifty H("l'e., 

of lime,-toue holtliugs, 011 the sonth shore 
of LittlP Tnwerse Ba~·, three miles Wl'>-t of 
tlw c:ity of Petosk\'y. 

'l'he situation is ideal. Kot only b the 
limestone iu this particular strata n•cog
nizell l>y geologists a,; perfect for making 
cement. llnt th-e beautiful c-lear water of 
the Bay greatly assists in tlw mannfne
turing: lbesirles tempering the a tmosJllll're 
of the plant to a point of comfort for tllr 
emplo~·ees. The Ba~· also 1n•oyides excellent 
faeilities for boat shivments of Petoskl·y 
Cement to Great Lakes port;,. 

Tniical Olcl-Time Srhool ... On Greenwoo!l Cemetery JRoa!1 

sands who lin• either in this cit,· or sm·
ronnding resorts during the summer Hll(l 
early fall. 

Petoskey Portland Cement Co. 

Through the foresight aml initiatiYe 
of John L. A. Galster of Petoskey, one of 
the largest cement manufacturing com
panies in Michigan came into being in tlw 
year 1921. knmn1 as the Petoskey Port
land Cement Company. 

Brocl<-Eckel 

The high quality of the limestone in 
tlw Petoskey Region has long been famous. 
Fifty years ago a qmnTy was startecl lJ;v 
tl!P Petoskey Stone Company. The stone 
,Yas sold to Sugar Refineries anrl Iron 
Founclaries for fluxing purposes. SeYeral 
lime ki11rn were also in production along 
the shore of the Bay. Later the fine cement 
pro1wrties of the stone were discoyerell 
all(l the stone was shipped to a sonthern 
i\Iic-higau c-euwnt plant with gratif,·ing re
;,ults. 

Pharraacy 
BETWEiiJX THE BANKS 
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In the year 1918 :;\lr, Galster conceived 
tlle idea that a cement company could be 
su('.cessfully operated at Petoskey. He iu
tere:sted capital all over the :Uiiddle ,Yest 
and the company was formed. The building 
program was completed .and production 
started in April, 1921. 

The high quality of Petoskey Cement 
anl1 its uniform light color, made possi!Jl0, 
l1y the fine grade of limestone and the 
most up-to-the-minute machinery, ,von the 
immediate approval of discriminating archi
teets, engineers and builders, and the snc
c-ess of the venture was assured. 

The original phmt was what is known 
in the trade .as a "Two unit, wet process, 
straight line plant." It was operated en
tirely on ",vaste heat" and was practically 
the first of its kind in the world. The 
capacity of production was three million 
sacks per year. The reception of Petoskey 
Cement by the trade is reflected in the 
fnct that in four years it was necess:iry 
to increirne production. In June, 1925, two 
more units were added thereby doubling 
the out-pnt to six million sacks ver year. 

A vart of the original plan was to 
11rn1rnfacture Petoskey Cement in the Korth, 
where conditions were so ideal, and ship it 
in bulk by boat to storage plants in the 
11rinciple Lake Cities, there to be packed 
and distrillmtec1. In 1929 this plan "'as pnt 
into operation. Large storage silos were 
('.Olllpleted in Detroit, Milwaukee mll1 Chi
l'ago and the Steamer J. B. John remodeled 
for the handling of bulk cement. Devices 
of tlie last "-orr1 were installed on the Steam
er .J. B. John and at the Plant at Petoskey 
and now ('.ement is pmnped into the boat 
in Little TraYerse Bay and pumped out 
again into the storage .silos at the different 
dties. Large stocks of cement are now al
ways on hand in these cities for the l'.On· 
YPnience of the user. and as the plnnts 
n re svecially equipped to load trucks, the 
rlistrilmtion i;; far more flexil1le than in 
past yearn when the consumer wm; entirely 
dqwll(1enet on the railroads. 

The strategic location of "Petoskey's" 
four plants make a wide distribution of its 
11roducts 11ossible and business is enjo,Yed 
hy tlle ('.OJlll)Hlly in ReYcn statc>s in lhE
]Uic1r11e "\Yest. 

After considernble vlanning and ex-
perinH'nta tion, additions were nrnde to tlrn 
plant for the production of Petoskey Higl1 
Early Strength Portland Cement. Peto.-;key 
Yi'a terprnofed Portland Cement and Petos
key :uortar Cement. Production was starter1 
f'arly in 1937 and all three commodities 
irnmPdiatel:r found fayor with an,hiterts, 
Pn~·iliePl'S and thP lmilding trade. 

:\fr. Gnlsteer is now Presir1Pnt of the 
Corn1111n~-. Other officers of tlw Company 
are G. "\Y. ,Jolm. Yire president and gen-
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eral manager; Homer Sly, vice president; 
J. C. Bucrnbee, vice president; H. H. Lucas, 
vice president and sales and traffic 
manager; and E. 0. Nyman, secretary. 

Michigan Tanning & Extract Co. 

The l\lichigan Tanni11g & Extract Co., 
with production plants in Kegomic and 
Boyne City, is one of the oldest industrial 
firms in northern Michigan. 

In 1885, William vVirt Rice came here 
with his family from Lewis county, New 
York. He had previously sold his interest 

Yale and X. G. Rice took over the manage
ment of the business following the death 
of its founder and incorporated the W. i\'. 
Hil:e Leather Company, honoring· their fath
er, \Y. \Y. Rice, who had de1·otecl his entire 
life to the tanning industry. 

In 1911 the iV. iY. Rice Leather Co. 
merged ,Yith the Boyne City Tanning Co .. 
and by so doing acquired a tanning· plant 
at Fremont and an extract plant at Esca
naba. The new concern became known a;, 
the :Uid1igan Tanning & Extract Co. 

It is interesting to note that although 
the tannery was primarily foumle(l at Pe-

Tnliral lumber camp . Located in Northern i\Iichigan 

in oue of the largest tanning plants in the 
Empire state and migrated to this city 
,Yith the sole purpose of establishing n 
hemlock tannery near the larg·e natural 
supply in this reg·ion. After purchasing a 
tract of land north of the city, where till· 
present tanner.'• now stands, he lmilt lar.~L' 
buildings for tanning· purposes. 

The plant found a large outlet for tlH• 
sole leather that they nrnnufaetnred ,Yhicl1 
necessitated ne,v equipment and addition~ 
,Yhich were made cluriug his term as vre:,;i
clent from 1886 nntil his death in 18Dl. 

His three son:,;. George Stauh'.'', Frnnci~ 

toE<key clue to the large natural su1,ply of 
hemlock material, the bark method of tan
ning is not uscll nt the Kegomic plant at 
tile vresent time dnc to tile exhaustion of 
hemlock in this tenitory. 

Xcarly 160 men are employed at the 
Keg·omk i1Jant ,Yhicll lrns a eapadtr of GOO 
hides a clay. 

first National Bank 

Tl!is Bm1k _,·as ~ta rtcd n ucl ovenecl 
for ,Jmsiness iu :\larch 1878. as P. B. 1Vachtel 
& Company, n 1iril'atc institutioll. A few 
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years later the name was changed to 
Wachtel & Quinlan, Bankers, a partnership 
of Phillip B. ,vachtel and Thomas Quinlan. 
his brother-in-law, and the business ,ms 
continued until the summer of 1882. Sev
tember 25, 1882, Ur. Quinlan sold his in
terest to " 7illiam L. Curtis and James R. 
,vylie, and the name was changed to 
Curtis, "Tachtel & Wylie, which continued 
for one year, when the bank name was 
again changed to Curtis & ·wylie. The In
surance Department was taken by Phillip 
B. " 7al'.htel as a private business. 'rlie 
bank continued under the name of Curtis 
& Wylie, under the same managemenet for 
eleven years when the interest of James 
R. Wylie was sold to Chalmers Curtis. 
oldest son of ,vmiam L. Curtis, and the 
name changed to ,villiam L. Curtis and 
Chalmers Curtis, co-partners. Under this 
name and management the ·bank continue(! 
for seyen years, at which date, Octoher 2. 
1900, a National Bank Charter was taken 
out. and the bank placed under its 1ie1Y 

name of First National Bank of Pe
toskey. with ,villiam L. Curtis. presi
dent, and Chalmers Curtis, cashier. Thi8 
organization and name has !wen uRed Em· 
the past thirty-eight years, with only minor 
changes in the officers. 

During the sixty years of the bank'8 
existence. the bank has been through fonr 
major, long-time depressions-1882, 18U3. 
1907, and 1929, with seyeral minor ones. 
During all this time its business has !wen 

continuous, and has upheld the be;-;t trad,
tions of hanking. ]'or years the haul, had 
two unus1rnl and conspicuous item~ lit 

Pvery piece of its advertising: First. ti12 

four l'.ardinal prineiples-c-onsistent Ii'.>P:
ality, 'llliform courtesy, accuracy iu detail. 
promptness in execution; sec-ond, a g:ootl 
borrower was equally esteemed with a ,wo.l 
cleposltor, and giYen the same consiclcra.tion. 

Sixty years of c-ontinuous banking h,\' 
this institution, under almost tlw same 
numagement, haYe now past. and tllP 11ffi
cern, diredors and stockholders, wish to 
thank each and eYeryone who has !'ontrihu
tPd to its growth and maintenance. 

The growth of the First National J~allk 
is dearly shown with the comparison of 
thP October 2, 1882 financial statement :m,1 
that of :'.Jay 17, 1938. The former li~te1l 
Imm,; and discounts of $47,109.54 with ,·,1sh. 
Bank of Xew York and Grancl Rapids of 
$3:i,OH.08, making total resourcef' of ~:s::.
J GO.fl2. Liabilities included de.posits of ~,:31.
f'5S.56 and umliYided profits $192.0C. -:-:;,, 
rnr1.lus or capital stoc-k 11·as lbtrd. 

The :'.lay 17, 1!)38 statement l!:h-es total 
lT,'Olll' ·es at $3,262,024.84 cliYidecl a:< fol
lo,Ys: Loans and discounts $2.I.JOG.437.3-1: 
, ash. !Jank and hank balances. $338.866.-l4: 
hank bnilcling, furniture and fixtures. $17.-
721.06. Liabilities: Deposits, $2,H20.711.!J7: 
nndiYided profits. $141.312.87: snrpln'<. 
$100,000.00; and capital stock, $100.000.00. 
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First State Bank 

One of the most 1·01iable banking in
~tit,ltimrn in Xorthen1 :\lid1igan is tile 
.Fil'~t 1:-itate Bank of Petoskey. 

This lmnk \\·as established in lSUl by 
Lcuu Chichester and George Robinson of 
Aliegan with a paid in capital of $50,0Q0.00. 
lrn Chkhester, 1:-ir., was elected it's first 
111·pside11t and Leon Chichester, cashier. 111 
h1 t(•r years Leon Chichester succeeded his 
Lt1J1c,r as vresident and actiYely carried on 
tl!e affairs of the bank for some 40 years 
until failing health caused his retirement. 

Ile was succeeded by Geo. S. Rice, who 
lrntl for many years !Jeen connected with the 
l_1a11k as Yicc-president and a director. ln 
1u:~:2 Lacy H. Sergent was elected vresident 
and eontinuecl as such until 1936 when ·wm. 
G. :\IcCnnc, long connected "·ith tile liank as 
a rlirec:tor and for seYeral years as n Yice-
1n·(•sirlent, succeeded him. 

Present officers are: \\'. (}. :\IcCune, 
presclPnt; Glen C. Townsend, ex1·cntiYe Yice
president; ·walter A. Schlecbte, cashier and 
Grace Carmichael and G. A. Hitchmongh, 
a~si:stant cashiers. 

Present directors are: E. A. Dremmeyr, 
f~ E'Cl,:011 Gan-in, C. Louis Hinkley, Geo. 
1Y. John, Yilan J. Kahler, 1Vm. G. :\IcCm1e, 
"\Yalter A. Schlechte, Lacy H. Sergent and 
Glen C. Townsend. 

The ,bank has enjoyell a healthy growth 
and toda.Y has a capital account of :\,130,-
000.00 with total resources of $1,460,000.00. 
It is a member of the Federal Reserve 
System and it's deposits are insured !Jy 
the Federal Deposit Insnrance Corporation 
under ad of congress of J935, with maxi
mum insurance of $5000.00 for each de-
11ositor. 

The Firnt State Bank of Petoskey is au 
institution equipped through experience of 
its officers, its representatiYe !Joanl of 
<hrectors of local business men and by its 
orc·anization and connections to serYe help
fnlly inclh-idnal, eommercinl or firnmeial 
jnt0rests. 
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Its offkn,; anll tliredors firmly L,,,_ 
lieYe that a lJank succeeds to tlw extent 
that it senes the needs of business aml in
dn~.try in the community, and through iL~ 
senice of the past years is rightfully en
titled to lJe known as ''The community bank. 
allied with the growth and vrogress of the 
Petoskey region." 

Michigan Maple Block Corporation 

Petoskey counts among its imlustrit•N 
one of the olclest and largest manufactur
ing plants of its kind in the \Yorld, tlH• 
Michigan :\Iaple Block Corporation. 

In the early '80's, Barley Brotlwr~ 
founded aml operated a butter lJowl plant 
on the present location of this compau>-· 
In a few :rears the:r took in Charles Broman 
and a M{·. Hull as partners, operating nu
der this management until 1898 when :\Ir. 
Broman ancl Mr. Hull purchased the in
terest of the brothers and establishell thl' 
Petoskc0- Block and nfanufacturing Co. The 
firm added new machinery and lmilrlin:~s 
until, at the turn of the century, tlwy liall 
a large plant in 01,eration. 

In lDOG thev hired Freel .T. Schmitt 
Sr., (who was ·destined to figure prom
inently in the future history of the plant) 
as a salesman. He sold throughout tlw 
middle west for a number of 0-earf' arn1 
in 1909 returned to this city to hcconw 
financially interested in the company. Ifr 
purelrnsecl additional stock from time tn 
time until he ownecl the firm. 

On .Jannan- 12, 191g, a clisastrons fire> 
destroyed the 1~1ill and from its ruins cairn 

tlle i,rese11t 1110l1pr11 vtant 110w iu existence. 
Tllis \\'as the 01110- perioll in the history of 
tlw plant since its inception that it has 
Pn•r f'nf'pcncled operation. 

The Sdnuitt family are the largest 
11w1rnfal'.turers of meat blocks in the ,vorlc1. 
TlH',- lrnve warehouses in fifteen cities, 
offi~es in Ke,v York, Philadelphia, Chicago 
aml Los Angeles in addition to the main 
oft'ice l!ere, am1 olYn plants in Ball)', Penn., 
:rntl Sanlt Ste. Marie, Ontario. Canada. 

In lD:-l, a large strip flooring manu
facturing division was added to the local 
vlnnt. 

Tlw present organization represents an 
in ,-e;,tnwnt of over a million dollars witl1 
l'llllipment to produce from the ra"- material 
to the finished product at the Petoskey lo
rn tion. 

Tlil' officers of the compan3• a re : Frer1 
,T. Schmitt Sr., president; Anthon~· J. 
Schmitt. vil'e--vresident; and Freel J. Schmitt 
Jr .. :secretnrv ancl treasurer. 'l'he lJoarcl of 
directors iuclmles the above officers with 
::\Irs. llcatrice Dan ancl Mrs. Mildrer1 Ser
_ti:t:111t. 

Petoskey Evening News 

The midrlle and late seventies brought 
tlw first newspaper;: to Emmet eonnty close 
to tl1e hePls of the Grand Rapids & Indiana 
railroall. The clang of the press cffen 
slightJ;1- preccclec1 the snort of the horse. 

It ,n,s on August 8. 1874. that Dr. 
'IYilliam Little issuecl the Petoske~- City 

! .......................... , .. 9 .................... , .............. , ............................. , ...................................................................................... ! 
•.:. . 
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"'eekly 'l'imes, the fir:-<t uewspaver of th· 
county, and altltouglt it was only a little 
sheet four by six ind1es and but a fe\Y 
cireulars were struck off from the old 
proof press owned by the Doctor, it died 
with its first number. 

Two issues of the Emmet County Demo
erat had already appeared, lJut they 1Yere 
printed in Chicago and "did not count'' in 
local history. 

The first newspaper printed in Emml't 
County and suniYecl the first day of its 
birth 1Yas that same Demoerat. which wa:c: 
printed on an old ·washingt011 lrnmlpress 
at Petoskey by Rozelle Rose, pioneer jour
nalist, on the 14th clay of May, 1873. The 
Democrat ,yas publislwd for a few months 
in the Dickerson store and then the office 
was nmrncl to a little building sixteen b~
eighteen feet in size which stood on Peto:c:
key Street, just south of the present Post 
Office. 

The same lJuilcling afterwards per-
formerl the lmmbler duties of a woocll10usl' 
at the rear of the editor's residence. He 
occupied that building for some time and 
then moYecl to Mitchell Street. 

In 1878 the Emmet County Indepen
dent was started in what was then the 
Indian Yillage of Little Traverse, now Har
•bor S])rings. Charles S. Hampton, who had 
served as principal of the first graclell 
schools in Petoskey and Little TraYerse, was 
editor and proprietor. During the summer 
of 1883 the publisher issued a six-column 
daily paper called the Daily Resorter. 

In December, 1887, the Independent 
was n10YN1 from Harbor Springs to Petos
key and consolidaterl with the Democrat. 
Soon afterward C. E. Churchill entered :\Ir. 

Ilamvtou':-, emplo.r and in Avril. l!JU/J. witlt 
E. R Gold:-m1itll. he tnu-c:hasell tl1c Demo
c·rat and Daily Hesorter from :\Ir. Hamptou. 
In 1902 they made a year-round daily of 
the HPsorter under the uame of The Pe
toskey EYening N e\\-s and Hesorter insteall. 
of issuing the daily only ( ten weeks) of 
the ~·ear. :\Ir. Goldsmith died in mo-! awl 
Mr. Clmrd1ill llecmne sole owm•r. In mo;-; 
the name of the weekly was ehaug-ell frorn 
the lmlepenclen t Democ·ra t to the Petoskey 
lncle11endent and the policy of the paver was 
also changed from Democratic to imlPpen
clent. 

:\Ir. Churchill also vm·clrnsed tlw I'e
toske,Y City Heeorcl in 1911. This paper was 
orgauize(l in 1878 lJy James Buckley, a 
hardware merdmnt in Petoskey l.>ut dumg
ed hands continuously during its lifetinw. 

:\Ir. C'llurd1ill died in mm and the 
Clmrellill Printing Co., 1m1Jlislwrs of the 
P0toske~· EYening News and the Petoskey 
Imlepell(leut, was purchase(! by D. H. 
Hinkley, C. E. Ganin, H. Burr Lc•e and II. 
Lee Xortll. J,'ollowing the death of :\Ir. 
Hinkley in 1!J33 his so~1, Arthur :\I. Hinkley, 
entered the company. now known as the 
I'etosk0y Xen·s Printing Co. Recent]~- :\Ir. 
Hinkley pnrclrnsed the interests of :\Ir. 
Gan-in aml is now associatecl n·ith :\Ir. LeP 
and :\Ir. Korth in publishing the Petoskey 
J.J,·pning X 0\Y~. 

Northern Michigan Review 

The Xortllern :\Iichigan ReYiew, n week-
1.,· paver published even' Thursday in PP
toskey is the young-est paper in nortlwm 
?1Iid1igan. 

:\Iay lG, 1934, was the birth date of the 
llPW ,v0ekly ,vhich started as a frpe c1i~
trillntion 1\npl'r under the cnption of 
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''N'orthern ~Iichigan Shopping Guiue," The 
infant of the newspapers had a page size 
of only nine by twelve inches, consisting 
four columns. William F. Schaller, owner 
and manager of the Review Printing Com
pany, is editor of the paper. His son, Albert, 
is assistant editor and office manager. 

One year later, JUay 16, 1935, the paper 
was enlarged to five columns on a twelve 
lly eighteen inch page. 

The Northern Michigan Shopping Guide 
went on a paid subscription basis June 18, 
1936 as the "Northern Michigan Review." 

The first home manufactured photo
engraving plate in this county was made 
in the basement of the Review Printing 
Company and inserted in the paper Novem
ber 19, 1936. The Northern Michigan Review 
still features a weekly review of local news 
in pictures, having its own camera equip
ment and photo-engraving department. 

'.rhe standard full size eight column 
page was inaugurated on March 11, 1937, 
followed by entry as second class mail on 
November 17, of that year. 

The commercial printing establishment 
started in 1921 with a partnership between 
Henry .J. Beyerle and Myron A. Barber, 
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both from Petoskey as the D. & B. Print
ing Company. "\Yilliam F. Schaller vur
chased the firm in June, 1923, changing 
the name to the present one. The lmsiness 
was then located in the basement in the 
northwest corner of Lake and How a rel 
Streets. In the fall of 1924 a new home 
was selected at 427 East Mitchell Street. 
Mr. Schaller also purchased the complete 
plant of ·'Cook, The Printer," in the sprin,i::
of 1925. 

On 2'\on•mber 27. 192D. the ltf•viei/ 
Printing Company moved into its present 
three-story location at 421 Howard-st.. 
whieh Juul been previously purchased. 

The Re,·iew Printing Compan;v rlm•:s 
considerable commercial printing in aclllition 
to newspaper work. 

'l'his Homecoming book was published 
hy tlw HPYiew. 

BAILEY'S 
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Little Traverse Hospital 

During the summer of l\J37, a campaign 
to build a modem, fireproof hospital to be 
lmo,Tn as the Little Traverse Hospital ,Ta~ 
underway, as a result of which a fund of 
more tlrnn $300,000.00 was raised from 
among the summer and permanent local 
residents of this entire Northern Michigan 
region. 

Actual construction of the building was 
begun on May 23, 1938 with fitting ground
JJreaking ceremonies. 

The new institution is to replace the 
vresent . Petoskey Hospital and is located 
on a beautiful site overlooking Little Tra
Yerse Bay on Madison Street, between 
Connable and Lowrie Avenues. It is ex
pected the new structure will be ready to 
receiYe patients early in 1939. The building· 
will be four stories in height with a capacity 
of approximately 70 beds. It will ,be equip
ped with the most modern hospital facilities 
and will fill the need of a long desirerl aml 
mnch needed project in this community. 

iiiembers of the Board of Trustees of 
the association are Joseph E. Otis, presi
dent; Cecil H. Gamble, vice-president; 
Ralph F. Rogan, treasurer: Charles .J. 
Gray. secretary; James T. Clarke, Oliver 
:\I. Clifford, .John B. Ford, Jr., .John L. A. 
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Preston Feather Gorden Feather Ralph Feather 

PRESTON FEATHER & SONS 
Dealers in 

LUMBER AND BUILDING MATERIALS 

Offkc>, 1Yarel10n~c and Showroom: Sheridan St. and Penn. R. R. 

Phone 501-Fl Petoskey, Michigan 
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Galster, lUrs. l::lamuel l\IcUluney; Jean S. 
Milner, l\lrs. Gilmore Ouerbacker and lUrs. 
Robert C. ,vheeler, trustees. Dr. Dean 
Burns is Medical Director of the associa
tion. Leonard Schomberg is assistaut-secre
tan• and treasurer. 

Hankey Milling Company 

One of the oldest firms still in opera
tion here is the Hanke~• Milling Compary. 

The original mill was built by a man 
named Bardner in 1897, the same year that 
Petoskey was incorporated as a villag·e by 
an act of the Legislature. 

l\lr. Gardner did not operate the mill 
for long for in the same year, 1879, U. F. 
Hankey purchased the buildings and power 
dam that l\lr. Gardner had built. The 
power dam was and still is one of the 
unique features of this old mill. The water 
falling over the dam situated below the 
mill on Bear river turns over an old water 
wheel, this in turn revolves a long steel 
cable that is strung up the hill to the drive 
shaft of the mill. All operating power since 
the foundation of the mill has been created 
in this manner. ,vhen i\Ir. Hankey incor
pora tell in rno4, takiug in his sons, Lou and 
Guy as partners, he gave the corporatiou 
the name, Hankey Cable i\Iill, beeause of 
tlie peculiar method of creating power. 

'l'he present Petoskey mill is the result 
of nrnnY years of additions of new ma
chiner,v 

0

an'd equipment. At the present time 
they do all kinds of grain milling anll mnnu
fadure a number of popular brands of 
flour. 'l'he eompany owns mills at Harbor 
8prings. l\Iaueelonn, Gaylord, and Onaway. 
The;1· luwe operated mills at Boyne City 
aucl Bovne Falls but these two lrnve been 
ROlfl. L. · C. Hankey is now presi(lent of tLP 
firm aml his ,brother, Guy Hankf!y, is i-ice
pre:sirlent. ,.;ecretar,v aucl treasurer. 

l..od.,i;wood General Hospital 

Loc·lnnJorl General IIosvitnl. tl1P pio
neer hospital of Petoskey, was organizecl 
as 11011-profit corporation in 1901. It ,vas 
malle 11ossil>ll' through the ge1wrosit,v of 
Mr. aml l\Irs. 1Yilliam A. Lockwooll. On 
.Tnue Wth. 18DD thei- c1eeclecl the Oriental 
I-Iot(•l propnt;1· to 1;ine Pdoske;1· eitizens. 
who ,n·re to act as a Boarcl of Trnstees. 
D. H. Cook was elected presirlent. Leon 
Chiclwster. treas111·n nm1 Clrnlnwrs Curtis. 
secretary. 

Iu moo Isaac D. 'l'oll offered 'l'oll Park 
as the sitl' for the hospital. aml on FPh
rnan- n, moo. cleerlell the property to the 
Hos1;ital Board. On April 10. 1!l01. lmilcling· 

1?••!11••0••&••0••&••&••S••&••••••••9••JlJ••»••9••»••9,.3••••••~•t11••1/)••»••:9••1'-»$••~••$1••$,.ep 
o e 
i ~ 

HOl\IECOlUERS WELCOME 

Sho1> at The 

Gamble Store 
AND SAVE 

BALCH-WELLS CO. 
438 l\'litchell St. 

INSURANCE 
INSURANCE AND BONDS 

31H2 Howanl St. Phone 164 

HANKEY MILLING 

on its 

5~Jth Anniversai·y 

WELCOMES HOMECOMERS 

Makers of 

"GOLD SEAL FLOUR" 

"BETTER BREAD" 

"ORANGE BLOSSOM" 

YOUR PATROXAGE 

IS APPRECIATED 
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of the constrnetion commencell, anll \Yas 
completed the following year. July Hi, l!l02 
tlie first patient was ac1mittec1. On October 
1!JO1, :urs. Annie Kirkland presented the 
snggestion of organizing a Ladies Auxiliary 
lioar(l. The following year, the opening of 
the iustitution, "'Hospital Day" ,Yas in
nngnratecl. 

Yarions improYemcnts !Jaye lieen nrnllP 
the past seyeu years in enlarging and 
modcrniziug the present lrnilcling. On De
cember G, 1037, work was started on a 
modern fire-proof addition, which ,Yill be 
completell about .July la'.i, 1938, making ad
,litional capacity of 25 beds, operating room 
mir1 (1cliYery-room. 

Aflministration of the Hospital affairs 
is rnm1nctec1 by a self perpetuating board, 
of which ·watson Snyder is president, Alick 
Hosentlrnl, yice-preident, and \V. B. Law
ton, secretnry and treasurer. Building com
mittC(c members are, George Danser, Clar
ence Christopher nnd ·waiter Schlechte. 
Other members are Dr. R. D. Engle, C. E. 
Ganin. 1V. G. McCune, ::urs. Dudley Mc
Donald and Mrs. Thonrns }IcKeacllie. Miss 
Antoinette Hnuk, is superintendent of tlw 
Jiospitnl. 
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! Greetings Homecomers: f 
l, and Friends- i. i i 
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I TifilT I 

I soo~0!o:!~AIN l 
t LUNCH;~NETTE t 
l TAHE HOiUE A SOUVENIR i 
! You will enjoy shopping t 

I MODE:~L
0~t~~;~RE I 

! ! 
i Stores Co. i 
f + 
I US :mtchell St. 5c to SI Store ! 
i, i 
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l A HEARTY WELCOME; 
l, FROM + 
i + 
i + 

t l j Nelson I 
~ Young l, 
i + l ei 

J Contractors and Builde1·s f 
I i 
+ ' 
! See us for your building, t 
•.:. . ; 
i. remodeling and repairmg • 
+ + + + o e 
i i 
i. Estimates Cheerfully Given i, 

i e.: • i i 
i 4 ~ Phones !)89-,J 01· 8iH-,J •.: 
,; 
•• = : 
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GREETINGS 

S IFT 
AND 

C PANY 
ICE CREAI\I DEALERS 

BAILEY NEWS STAND 

GIDLEY-BRUDY DRUG 

HARRY LEE GROCERY 

WEST SIDE GROCERY 
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High School Stadium 

In 1927, the late :uorgan Curtis gan, 
a tract of land south of the dty to the 
school board for the purpose of co11strncting 
a rnollern athletic field. Pre,·ious to this 
time all track meets ancl football games 
were l!elcl at tile county fairgrounds·~ Tl!,-, 
veovle of Petoskey really got !Jeliinll the 
project and at the present time Petoske~
High School boasts one of the best et1ui1,
pecl aucl maintained footlmll amt track 
fieltls, for the size of tile school, iu the 
country. The cement stac1inm and pla;rl11g 
field cost nearly $30,000. The stallinm \Yill 
seat 1500 and has complete accomodations 
for teams. 

In 103-! the Alumni 
structecl with Y\'PA labor. 
sodation coutrilmted the 
for that purpose. 

Gate \YHS con
The Alumni As
uecessan· fum1s 

The Oki. Indian Council Grounds 

( at Petosl,cy, Michigau) 

By John G. Hill 

A thousand years ago ancl maylJe more 
The rcdmau clwelt upon the southeru shore 
Of Lake Michigan on Little TraYcrse Ba~
Ancl remnants of the tribes are tl1ere tollay. 

It is there Bear Rire1,.s restless waters play 
Aud s,Yiftly glide iuto the sparkliug bay 
Ancl there Petoskee· city, northern tJueen 
In gorgeous ,IJcaut,v rPins, and reins suvreme. 

Just west of where the seething waters glide 
Ancl little south of the beautiful bay side 
A bluff there is full fifty feet anr1 more 
AbOYC the w:wes that ;yasll the rocky ,:l10rc. 

'l'l!is bluff as fashioned by the lrnnd of Got1 
\Yas once a place hy chiefs anll 1Yarriorn 

trod: 
Tradition knows it as a council ground 
Of Indian tribes for miles aroum1. 

lt was tllere that dusky leaders treat ill 
deed 

Debated wrongs and life and death decreet1: 
Declared for war or caused the strife to 

cease 
Buried the hatchet anll smoked the pipe 

of peace. 

In time tile trcall of 1Yhite men came that 
,Yay. 

And many redmen left and went away 
To other lrnnting· grnnnds, tl1eir home~ to 

make -
'\Yhere sets the sun beyond the silYery lake. 

From time to time \Ye hear old Im1ians say 
That phantom barlrn no\Y sometimes cross 

the bay 
Antl ghostly warriors of a yanislwd rar:c, 
Jn silence march into the enclrnnted place. 
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Historical Spots and Markers In Petoskey 

ORIGINAL INDIAN TRAIL 
A bronze tablet in rock located in Ading:ton Park near Pennsylvania 

depot on US-31 and M-131. Erected to deshrnal:e the original Indian trail 
from Mackinaw to Grand Rapids. The marker- also comme~orates the early 
settling of the Ottawa, Huron, Chippewa and other friendly tribes of Indians. 
Erected by the D. A. R. in 1916. 

CIVIL vV AR VETERANS 
Bronze tablet set in s!:one in Arlins:ton Park, near Pennsylvania depot 

on US-31 and M-131. Erected to !:he Civil War vetetans of Lombard Post 
by the members of the W. R. C. Dedicated in 1927. 

WORLD WAR VETERANS 
Bronze tablet set in a large stone located in Mineral WeH Park on 

LRke Street. Erected to honor the World War veterans by the Federation 
of Women's Clubs in 1927. There is also planted in the park a tree for each 
Petoskey soldier who lost his life during the Wodd. War. 

COUNCIL TREE 
Situated on a high spot of grm.1nd at i:he west end of Mitchell Street 

bridge. Was a council grnmnd for early Indian tribes, This site overlooked 
Little Traverse Bay and aU the cmm.fry around. A large tree with rock and 
cement work base was what is known as a "Council Tr~e.'' 

FIRST WHITE FAMILY 
Two blocks off M-131 just south of the ini:ersedi.on of US-31 and 

M-131 wesi: of Petoskey, knovm as Spring Street raHn.m.d crossing on the 
east side w·m he found the original dwelling of the first white family in this 
region. The Porter homesl:ead, where !:he first white child in this region was 
born was also the first Posi: Office in thfa sedion. Mr. Porter, the first white 
missionary, also taught the h1.dians the art of farming on his Mission Fann. 

OLD INDIAN CHURCH 
On Lake Streeli: wed on the road. fo the Magmas State Park wiU be fom:u.l 

an old fodian C:iu;irch &nJd! grnveyard which W.!M, erected in 1859 by the 
In.diam; and blessed by Father Baraga in August of that year. It was dedi
cated to St. Ignatius or Loyaia and used for Catholic sei·vice. Sihmi:ed on 
the shore of Little Traverse Bay. 

CHIEF PETOSKEY 
Brnnze tablet in large boulder in Greenwood cemetery erected. by the 

[l>c A. R, to the memory of Chief Petoskey ( Pe-to-se-ga) after whom this 
dty was named. 
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f hearty welcome, old-t~mers f 
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T - from ' 
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+ I I Petoskey's youngest paper, the i 

j _ Jort ern _ ~ie igan I 
_eview l ; 

"Your picture newspaper" l 
t 
T 
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l. l i I THE NEWS OF NOR1HERN MICHIGAN I 
i WILL FOLLOW YOU ANY WHERE IN THE t 
t UNITED ST A TES FOR LESS THAN 3c A J 

I i ! WEEK. l 
i Wm. F. SCHALLER, Owner and Ed;tor I 
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