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Sager, John Parke
Section J, Block 151, Lot 6

Born: June 28, 1912
Died: August 19, 1997
Enlisted: 
Branch: US Navy
Rank: Rear Admiral

Obit: Mr. Sager had active duty as a Second Lieutenant 
in the US Army (Ordinance) for three months before entering 
naval service in Aviation Cadet Class 84-C. He completed 
flight training at the Naval Air Station in Pensacola, FL in 
December 1936, and was designated a naval aviator and 
commissioned ensign in the US Naval Reserve to date from 
September 1935. 

Assigned in January 1937 to Patrol Squadron Five at the Fleet Air Base in Coco Sola, Canal 
Zone, he assisted in maintenance of squadron aircraft, while serving as assistant engineering 
officer and assistant gunnery officer. Detached in December 1939, he reported in April 1940 
to the Naval Mich., where for four months he was a flight instructor and assemble and repair 
officer. In September 1940, he reported as officer in charge of flight test aero engine laboratory 
at the naval aircraft factory in Philadelphia, Pa., and there conducted and reported on night 
test projects and the maintenance of spare equipment. He did the first high altitude (over 
40.000 feet) service testing of naval aircraft using an oxygen mask and equipment designed 
and built by himself. He survived a crash off Guantanamo Bay, Cuba when both engines of 
his PBY patrol plane cut out. 

From October 1943 until June 1945, he served as material and war plans officer on the staff 
of Commander Aircraft. Seventh Fleet He was awarded the legion of Merit: “For exceptionally 
meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services to the Government of the 
United States as material and war plans Officer on the Staff Commander, Seventh Fleet, during 
operations against enemy Japanese forces in the Southwest Pacific area, from November 
1943 to May 1945. Anticipating and providing for the material needs of the aircraft units of 
Aircraft. Seventh Fleet. Commander Sager skillfully planned the development of air bases 
and the material support 01 these units, thereby contributing greatly for the eminent success 
of operations in the area…”

He was also awarded the Air Medal and cited: “For meritorious achievement in aerial 
flight as pilot of a plane, in action against enemy Japanese forces from Jan. 3-30, 1945. 
Participating in five flights in an active combat area, Commander Sager contributed materially 
to the success of his squadron in this area. His skill, courage and devotion to duty were in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the United States naval service.”

He had been designated an aero-nautical engineering duty officer and was named dean 
of the AEDO’s. In July 1945, he reported for a tour of duty in the Bureau of Aeronautics, Navy 
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Department, Washington DC. There he was head of the installations and accessories branch, 
power plant division for three years. From September 1948 to July 1950, he served in the 
assembly of repair department of the Naval Air Station in Alameda, CA, after which he served 
for three years as Bureau of Aeronautics Technical Liaison Officer in the Office of the Bureau 
of Aeronautics General Representative, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. 

He returned to Philadelphia in July 1953 to serve until September 1954 as executive 
officer, later commanding officer of the Naval Air Experimental Station, then reported as 
Bureau of Aeronautics Representative, St. Louis; Bendix, Davenport, Iowa; and Air Force 
Plane Representative for McDonnell Aircraft. From July 1957 until 1959, he was assistant 
chief of staff for material to Commander Fleet Air, Western Pacific and Commander Fleet Air, 
Japan. 

Upon his return to the United States, he reported to the Bureau of Aeronautics, Navy 
Department, where he was director of the Aircraft Division until December 1959. When the 
bureau was combined with the Bureau of Ordinance and re-designated as the Bureau of Naval 
Weapons, he became director of Logistics Programs, serving in that capacity from December 
1959 until July 1961. The same month he reported to Commander Naval Air Force, US Pacific 
Fleet, for duty as Assistance Force Material Officer in Coronado, CA. 

Selected for Rear Admiral in 1964, he became assistant chief of the Bureau of Naval 
Weapons for production and quality control in August and a year later Assistant Chief for Fleet 
Readiness and Training. When Bureau of Naval Weapons became Air Systems Command, 
he became Assistant Commander for Material Acquisition. He moved up to vice commander 
in April 1967. 

In addition to the Legion of Merit with Combat “V”, and the Air Medal, Rear Admiral 
Sager has the American Defense Services Medal, American Campaign Medal, Asiatic-Pacific 
Campaign Medal with Silver Star (five engagements), the World War II Victory Medal, the 
National Defense Service Medal with bronze star, and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon. 
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